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The Beaufort Lightseys 


Abraham Lightsey 
(1780/84 -d. poss. pre 1850) 


possible s/o Leonard Lights, possible s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzej+ 


Abraham Lightsey was the first Lightsey known to live in 
Beaufort District, South Carolina. He is listed on page 119 of 
the 1810 Beaufort census. The Mole family is a close listing on 
this same page. John Adam Lightsey married Rebecca Mole (Moal) in 
1801, so there seems to be a close connection between John A. and 
Abraham Lightsey. Abraham was born between 1780 and 84. From the 
family records, John Adam Lightsey was born 8 April 1779. Since 
he would not be Abraham's son, they may well be brothers. 

Abraham Lightsey was linked to John Adam Lightsey by the 
Mole family. Also, Molly Polasky, another neighbor of Abraham's 
on census, was shown as a neighbor to John Lightséy on Barnwell 
land deed X:24-25 dated 21 December 1824. ` n 


Both Abraham and John Adam Lightsey were certainly of the 


right ages to have been the sons of Leonard Lights, and two sons 
of Leonard cannot be found on records in the Lexington area. An 
Abraham Lightsey did connect to the Lites family in the Lexington 
area of South Carolina. He was a buyer at the estate sale for 
Henry Snelgrove in the Bear Creek area of Lexington as was Joseph 


Lites on 23 November 1805 in Lexington County. (Lexington 


Genealogical Exchange, Vol. VI, Book 1, Summer 1986, page 18.) 
The first known evidence of the Beaufort Abraham Lightsey is his 
appearance on the 1810 Beaufort census, page 119. As shown on 
this census, this Abraham was 26-45 as was his wife. They had one 
male child, born pre 1800 and 4 females born between 1800/1810. 
Abraham has not been found on the 1820 and 1830 census records. 
On the 1840 Beaufort census, he was 50-60 years old and his wife 
and four daughters were still in the household with him as well 
as a male born between 1825 and 1830.  Abraham's son born just 
prior to 1800, if the census is accurate, was on his own by 1840. 
To date, neither of the sons has been identified. 

An as yet unidentified Sarah Ann Lightley appeared on the 
1850 Beaufort census, page 20, family and dwelling 93. She was 26 
years old and had Henry Lightsey, age 7, and Mary Lightsey, age Z2, 
in her home. She may have been the widow of Abraham's younger son 
as she is also near neighbors which were near Abraham in 1840. 
However, there is no proof of what happened to either of 
Abraham's sons. 

Abraham appeared on records in the Barnwell area with other 
names, such as the Platts and Loadholts, which were also found in 
the Beaufort area. On 2 Feb 1843 the George Platts estate paid Ab 
Lightsey $5.00. Henry Lightsey was also paid from this estate on 
2] Dec. 1841 as was Henry J. Harter. Because all these names 
are found near the Beaufort Abraham and Henry Lightsey, it seems 
to the author more likely that these men were the ones collecting 
from the estate rather than the Colleton area Abraham and Henry 
Lightsey for whom records have not been found after 1830. 
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John Adam Lightsey 
Ñ (8 Apr 1779-24 Jun. 1835) R 


possible s/o Leonard Lights, possible s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 


There is evidence connecting John Adam Lightsey to George 
Lights of the 1790 Orangeburg South census which has led some 
researchers to identify him as a son of this George. However, 
there is more evidence connecting him to Abraham Lightsey, who 
seems to connect to Leonard Lights. John Adam and Abraham Lites/ 
Lightsey, if nephews of George Lightsey/Lights, would be expected 
to associate with the family in the nearby area and to take over 
their interest after the older ones died and the younger ones of 
that branch moved on to Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama and 
Florida. ) 

Two of Leonard Light's eight sons appearing on the 1790 
Orangeburg North census are unidentified in the Lexington area 
and two males, Abraham and John Adam Lightsey, appear in the 
Beaufort area at the right time with strong links back to the 
Lexington area. During this same period of time, five males who 
could possibly be the five sons of George Lights of the 
Orangeburg South 1790 census appear on the Barnwell-Colleton 
records. Therefore, the author is inclined to identify John Adam 
Lightsey as a probable son of Leonard Lights. 

From Bill Lightsey's records, which he wrote are based on 
Family Bible records, John Adam Lightsey married Rebecca Mole on 
] October 1801 in the area of Beaufort which later became Hampton 
County. John Adam Lightsey was not found as a head of household 
in 1810. He was on the 1820 Beaufort census, page 28, with three 
other males and four females in his household. His daughter Anne 
Susanne was born 10 August 1802, and another daughter Elizabeth 
was born 25 December 1809. No other daughters are known, and the 
1830 census only shows his wife and two other females. 

All three of John Adam and Rebecca's sons were born prior. to 
1820. John Frederick was born 4 September 1804, supposedly in 
Newberry County, so the family may have moved back there for a 
while between the time of their 1801 marriage and the 1820 
Beaufort census. No Newberry records identified as John Adam 
Lightsey's have been found during this period. William Henry and 
George Lightsey, the other two sons of Rebecca and John Adam 
Lightsey, . were born about 1805 and about 1810 from census 
records, but their county of birth is unknown, so there is no way 
to pinpoint the time during which John Adam moved back to 
Beaufort except that it was sometime prior to the 1820 census. 

The land records in Barnwell Plat Book 4: 245, 2 August 
1824, indicated that John Platts, George Platts, Frederick Moal, 
and John A. Lightsey, owned 191 acres, waters of Great Salketcher, 
surveyed 4 August 1824, bounded by George Howard, Frederick 
Brant, John Brant. This land does not appear on the 1825 tax 
records for 1824. The only land shown for John A. Lightsey on the 
tax records of that year as found in the South Carolina archives 
was for 519 acres and 1 slave in Prince Williams Parish 
(Beaufort). Jacob Mole's tax return for 369 acres in Prince 
Williams Parish was also listed under John Lightsey. 


136 


Since earlier Barnwell land records indicated George 
Lightsey's land bounded by John Howard, and this land was in the 
same general Salketcher, Savannah Creek area where Jacob and 
George Lightsey owned land in the 1790's, this does link John 
Adam to George Lightsey. However, this land did not appear on 
John Adam's tax records in 1825, and it was jointly owned by a 
man who already owned a great deal of land in the Savannah Creek 
area, John Platts. It was co-owned by a man who was probably one 
of John Adam Lightsey's in-laws, Frederick Moal. 

The Barnwell land seems to the author to be part of a 
business deal, not a place of residence established by John Adam 
Lightsey because of his kinship with George Lightsey. 

Barnwell Deed Book T: 79 shows that on 24 August 1833, John 
Jenny sold to John Platts 140 acres, part of a tract originally 
granted to William Hudson on the south side of the Great 
Salketcher and on a branch called Cowpen Branch. Bounded NW, said 
to be JOHN LIGHTSEY's; SW, Geo. Jenny; SE, John Loadhlt and then 
NE to mark a dividing line between Rebecca Jenny and sd. John 
Jenny. This land obtained from estate of John Jenny decd. This 
was signed by John Jenny with George Folk and George Jenny as 
witnesses. Elizabeth Jenny released dower 9 Sept. 1833. It was 
recorded 7 Oct. 1833. 

The location of this deed with the name of John Lightsey on 
it also ties him into the area of the George Lightsey family. The 
Loadholt and Platt family names later appear on Beaufort County 
census records fairly close to John Adam's son, John Frederick 
Lightsey. However, if he owned land in the . Barnwell/Colleton 
area other than the 191 acres, no evidence of it has been found 
in a careful search of Barnwell deeds and plats. 

Since John Adam Lightsey appeared on the 1820 and 1830 
Beaufort census records and the 1825 Beaufort tax list, that 
seems to have been his main place of residence during that 
decade. His earlier links, based on the places of marriage and 
birth handed down in the family, seem to have been to Beaufort 
and Newberry not the Orangeburg South/  Winton/Barnwell/Colleton 
area where George Lightsey and sons of the approximate age of 
John Adam Lightsey lived. "n 

John Adam's 1830 Beaufort census, page 331, shows him and 
his wife, age 40-50, with both daughters and one son at home. 
This son was probably John Frederick since he did not marry until 
1832. John Adam Lightsey died 24 June 1835 in Beaufort District, 


South Carolina. 


George Lightsey 
(ca 1810- ?) 
s/o John Adam and Rebecca Mole Lightsey 


No record has been found of this George after his being in 
his father's household in 1820. Later Beaufort census records do 
not name a George Lightsey, various spellings, as head of the 
household. He does not seem to be the George in .the Colleton 
records. Nor has an unidentified George born circa 1810 appeared 
on other records checked in South Carolina and the south. It 
seems likely that he died, childless, between 1820 and 1830. 
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m William Henry Lightsey 
-d (b.ca 1805-?) E 
n [ s/o John Adam and Rebecca Mole Lightsey 
EN E William Henry Lightsey had married by the time of the 1830 
k Beaufort census when his household is listed near his father on 
Se | page 331. He and his wife were in the 20-30 age group with one 
| male under 5, who probably was their son, John Adam Lightsey. The 
r two males aged 15-20, were too old to be their children. 
m | According to  unverified ¡information from a  photocopied page 
sent to the author with the penned note,. "from South Carolina and 
3n ; Her Builders," William Henry Lightsey had married Elizabeth 
y Gooding, the daughter of John Gooding and Mary Hammond  Gooding 
t | and grand-daughter of John Gooding, member of the Provincial 
id | Congress of North Carolina. 
RR A State Land Plat 41:250, 11 April 1838, shows Henry owning 
n 479 acres of land in Beaufort District, South Carolina, on Hog 
PE Branch waters of Whippy Swamp, which bordered John Mullig, James 
is Gooding, Copes land and Thomas Belgiers. 
e By 1840 the Beaufort census record, page 249, shows Henry 
and his wife with a male born 1830-35, another male born 1835-40 
3n and a young female. These males were John Adam Lightsey, born 
"e 1828; and William Henry Lightsey, born 1834. Census ages are 
“y l known to vary from the actual age. A gravestone in Wesley Chapel 
;k United Methodist Church Cemetery in Colleton County, SC names 
n William Henry Lightsey s/o Henry and Elizabeth Lightsey b. 27 
'd Sept. 1834, d. 23 Jan. 1860. 
On 21 Dec. 1841 the George Platts' estate (Barnwell Probate 
30 Bundle 80, package 6) paid Henry Lightsey $15.25. Henry J. 
at Harter, Henry Lightsey's brother-in-law, was also paid on the 
t same date. 
id Henry Lightsey must have died fairly soon after this. 
rt Information from Don Lightsey of Luling, Texas states that he was 
n buried in Crocketville Cemetery in Hampton County, South 
E£ Carolina. The exact date of death is not given. However, he 
l states that Elizabeth Gooding married Jacob Kearse, who died soon 
nd after their marriage. ) 
The 1850 Beaufort census, page 16, lines 1-9, household 


; 20/20 show Elizabeth Kearse, 44, female with John A Lightsey, 23; 
t, l Mary R. Lightsey, 18; William Lightsey, 14; Caroline Lightsey, 
10; Lucius Kearse, 14; John Kearse 12; Barnwell Kearse 3; all 
born in South Carolina. W. T. Whiteford,- 32, a bricklayer from 
Georgia is also in the household. 
By 1860 Elizabeth Lightsey Kearse was a wealthy woman for 
the time with $13,000.00 of real estate . and $15,000.00 in 


í personal property. Caroline Lightsey, age 16, was worth $2600.00 

in and Blake W. Kearse age 14, had 1250.00 in real and 5000.00 in 

5 personal property. No census records were checked beyond 1860 for 

e this family. The Beaufort Court House burned, so land and estate 

on l records have not been checked. 

ad From the records of this graveyard in Cemeteries of Upper 

t Colleton County, S.C. by Evelyn McDaniel Frazier Bryan and Gibson 
Howard Bryan and from unverified information from S.C. and her 
Builders and Newberry Count South Carolina:  Histori 


Genealogical Annals by George Leland Summer, Sr., it seems 
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William Henry and Elizabeth Gooding Lightsey had the following 
children: z E ^ 


John Adam Lightsey 
(1828-1813) l - 
s/o Elizabeth Goođing & William Henry Lightsey, 
s/o Rebecca Mole and John Adam Lightsey 


John Adam Lightsey was born about 25 April 1828 and 
married about 1850 to Nancy Elizabeth Folk, b. 17 April 1831. She 
was the daughter of Jacob Folk, 2nd, and Olive Kearse Folk. Jacob 
Folk, 2nd, was the son of Jacob Folk, 1st, and Mary Elizabeth 
Howard Folk, according to the page from South Carolina and Her 
Builders cited under William Henry Lightsey. According to Mr. 
Summer's Annals, p.223, Nancy Elizabeth Folk was born 25 April 
1831 and died 4 June 1914 and was the daughter of Jacob Folk and 
Mary Elizabeth Howard. Er! 

John Adam Lightsey died 13 June 1913 in ' Colleton County, 
South Carolina. 

The 1860 Beaufort census, page 77, 859/60 lists John A. 
Lightsey, 32, male, farmer, $4,000., $9,000.00; with wife Nancy 
E. age 28, and children John A. Jr., 8; Mary E, 6; Alice C.,4; 
and Catherine, 2.) l 

Others listed as children on gravestones in the Wesley 
Chapel United Methodist Church Cemetery in the Bryan's Cemeteries 
of Upper Colleton are: 52. Caroline A. Lightsey, died Nov. 19th 1882 
aged 22 yrs. & 9 months; 53. Infant of John A. & Nancy E. 
Lightsey died May 16th 1874; 59. Harriet R. Lightsey...born Feb. 


m= bei P rat Aen 


22, 1841 Died Oct. 1, 1843... | 
The following information comes from a Family Data Sheet : 
supplied by Don Lightsey. The children of John Adam and Nancy ] 
Elizabeth Folk Lightsey were: ` 
l. John A. Lightsey b. 1852, 
m. Mary R. Folk b. 27 Dec. 1868, d. 20 Aug. 1886 Colleton a 
2. Harriet R. Lightsey 28 Feb. 1853, d. 1 Aug. 1854 L 
3. Mary E (mma?) Lightsey 1854 M f 
4. Alice C. Lightsey b. 1856 m. Dr. J.W. Mole 
5, Catherine O. Lightsey b. 1858 | 3 
6. Caroline A. Lightsey ,b. 1860 d. 19 Nov. 1882 C 
7. William Henry Lightsey, b. Jan. 1866 n 
m. Annie Hughes 10 Oct. 1888 | | ! F 
8.Perry Wesley Lightsey 29 Apr. 1871 d.. 26 Jan. 1957 g 
Colleton l D 
m.Emma Preister b. 4 Jul 1875, d. 21 Apr. 1956 M 
9. Infant 


William Henry Lightsey, b. 10 June 1866, d. 1 June 1936, 
the second son of John A. and Nancy Elizabeth Folk Lightsey was a 
member of the House of Representatives and the Senate. A sketch 


of his life is included in the Biographical Directory of the. 
e 1776-1985. He married Annie L. Hughes 10 


o 
October 1888. 
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Joseph Lightsey Murrey has prepared a map, from his 
childhood memory, of where six -of the children of John A. and 
Nancy Elizabeth Folk Lightsey lived . This shows they lived near 
Whippy Swamp. 

He lists these children as being: 

l. John C. (J.C.) Lightsey, the oldest child.. 

2. William Henry Lightsey 

3. Perry Wesley Lightsey 

4. Alice Lightsey, married Dr. J.W. (Bill) Mole, lived in 

the town of Brunson, SC. 

5. Annie Lightsey, married a Miley and lived on a farm near 

Miley. 

6. (?) possibly named Leila Lightsey, married a Bennett, 

lives in Holly Hill, NC. 


William H. Lightsey 
(b. 27 Sept. 1834, d. 23 Jan. 1860) 
s/o Elizabeth Gooding and William Henry Lightsey 
s/o Rebecca Mole and John Adam Lightsey 


The following information comes from Cemeteries of Upper 
Colleton County, S.C. by Evelyn McDaniel Frazier Bryan and Bigson 
Howard Bryan. Among the other Lightsey graves in the Wesley 
Chapel United Methodist Church Cemetery are "58. William H. 
Lightsey/Son of Henry & Elizabeth Lightsey/ Born 27th Sept. 1834/ 
Died 23rd Jan. 1860/ Aged 25 yrs. 3 mos & 21 days." 

Children listed on the gravestones are: "56. J.H. Lightsey, 
son of W.H. and R.A. Lightsey/ Born Dec. 26, 1856/ Died Jan. 26. 
1869. 57. C.L. Lightsey/ Daugher of W.H. and R.A. Lightsey/ Born 
March 18th 1859/ Died Aug. 23rd, 1868." 

According to Mr. Summer's Annals, Rebecca A. Folk was born 
10 October 1838 and died 10 June 1927. She married William H. 
Lightsey. She then married Charles Owens after the death of her 
first husband. 

Rebecca Lightsey was listed on the 1860 Beaufort census, 
page 81, #145. She was 22 and had two children, Henry, age 4 and 
Caroline, age 2. Both of them would die as young children in the 
next decade, according to the gravestones cited above. Rebecca 
Folk Owens is also buried in the Wesley Chapel Cemetery. Her 
gravestone reads, “Rebecca Folk Owens, wife of C.J. Owens, 
Daughter of Jacob & Olive Folk, Oct. 20, 1838, June 10, 1927, 


Mother." 
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John Frederick Lightsey 
(4 Sept. 1804-27 May 1869) E 
s/o John Adam and Rebecca Mole Lightsey 


John Frederick Lightsey was born in Newberry District, 
South Carolina, 4 September 1804, according to family records. He 
is on his father's 1820 and 1830 census in Beaufort. He married 
Teresa Kinard on 8 March 1832 and moved to Lexington District, 
South Carolina. He is listed on the 1840 Lexington census, page 
122, with his wife and two male children, George Luther, born 4 
Sept. 1833,and Milledge Melton Lightsey, born 9 May 1839. 

In 1841 according to gome South Carolina ' County Records, 
Vol. 1 by Brent Holcomb, page 75, John F. Lightsey...for love and 
affection...to Michael Kinard & Mahala, mother of Michael 
Kinard...a negro boy...3 Sept. 1841. 12 Oct. 1842. (This may have 
been his wife's mother and brother. Mrs. Sarah Walters attempted 
to get a copy of this deed from the Lexington Court House and was 
told the clerk could not locate it.) | 

By 1850, John Frederick Lightsey had moved back to Beaufort 
District. That Beaufort census, page 17, # 344 shows him to be 
42, a planter b. SC, married to Teresa, age 40. The children 
were: George, 17; Milledge, 13; Obediah, 12; Miley, 10 female; 
John,8; Martin 6; Judson 4, and Jacob 1l. l i 

From family records, the children in addition to George 
Luther and Milledge Melton Lightsey, born prior to 1840, were 
Louisa Jane Lightsey, born 14 September 1835, who must have died 
prior to the 1840 census; Mary Martha Lightsey, born 22 Feb. 1841 
is probably "Miley", age 10, on the 1850 census; John Frederick 
Lightsey, born 1 Nov. 1842; Henry Martin Lightsey; born 10 Oct. 
1844; Judson Hanahan Ligthsey born 30 June 1846; and Jacob Adam 
Lightsey, born 20 Dec. 1848.  Obediah Lightsey, age 12, has not 
been identified. 

The 1860 Beaufort census, page 77, shows Mary M., 19; John 
F.,17; Henry,l5; Judson H., 13; Jacob A., 11 in John Frederick 
and Teresa Lightsey's household. Milledge, 21 has married Mary 
E., 16 and was living next door to his father. George Luther 
Lightsey has not been located. John Frederick died 27 May 
1869 in Beaufort County. John Frederick and Teresa Kinard 


Lightsey had the following children: 


l.George Luther Lightsey, ` b. 4 Sept. 1833 , d. .He married 
Mahala Heirs ( Heirs Family Genealogy, page .274). 


In Barnwell Deed Book KK:230 a deed from John H. Kinard of 
Barnwell District to George L. Lightsey of the same District for 
388 acres on the north side of the Great Salketcher River, refers 
to a plat dated 22 March 1828. The deed is dated 22 August 1856. 
It is signed by John H. Kinard. The witnesses were: David L.Moore 
and John F. Lightsey. 

George Luther Lightsey died prior to 13 July 1865, 
according to probate records in Barnwell County, SC: Bundle 171, 
Package 8, EE:627. See also: Barnwell County Marriages Implied in. 
Probate Records by Barbara and Shirley P. Langdon, page 63: 
"Mahala A. Lightsey (widow of George L. Lightsey) to M.O. Kinard, 
Bundle 170, Package 5, date 1866. In Barnwell Book C:654-655. 
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M.A. Kinard, formerly M.A. Lightsey filed to administer the estate 

- in 1868. According to the probate records George.L. had a widow 
and four children at the time of his death. Listed by initials 
on 21 Jan. 1876 were G.F., J.A., C.M., and E.E. Lightsey. The 
estate was finally discharged on 8 August 1885. . 

M.O. Kinard was an administrator to an estate of George F. 
Lightsey in Barnwell in 1917. These estate papers have not been 
examined directly by the author. Information has come from notes 
or summaries of the records. From a family data sheet, compiler 
not known, a daughter of George L and Mahala Kinard Lightsey was: 

Emma Eugenia Lightsey who married 11 March 1888 to 
Francis Holbrook Platts 11 March 1888. 
They had five children: l 
1. Francis Clinton Platts, b. 6 Mar. 1889, 
m. Fannie Louise Thomas 18 Dec. 1918; 
2.Edna Eugenia Platts b. 6 Mar. 1891, m. Glen E. 
Miller 21 June 1920. l p 
3. George Cromer Platts b.27 Jan.1896,. m. Marie 
Barnes 3 June 1917; 
4.Louis Carroll Platts b. 8 Nov. 1899, married 
Minnie Robertson 22 Nov. 1925. ` 
5.Ethyl Platts b. 22 June 190-. 


The children of John Frederick and Teresa Kinard Lightsey 
(cont.): 

2. Louisa Jane Lightsey b. 4 Sept. 1835. . 

3. Milledge Melton Lightsey b. 9 May 1839, d. 9 March 1921 
Brunson, SC. He married first on 26 Jan. 1860 to Mary 
Elizabeth Terry, second on 22 Feb. 1866 to Eliza 
Louvinia Lynes. They had eight children: 

1. Mary Elizabeth Lightsey b. 16 Jan. 1867, d. 1868. 
2. George Hiram Lightsey, b.1 Sept.1868,d.15 Dec.1893 
3. Milledge Samuel Lightsey, b. 1 Aug. 1870, d. 

4. Susanna Christina Lightsey, b. 9 Oct. 1871 

5, unnamed son, b. 3 Feb. 1874, d. Feb. 1874. 

6. John Frederick Lightsey, b. 20 July 1875, d. 

7. Eliza Cornelia Lightsey b. 1 July 1877 

8. Willie Wyman Lightsey b. 14 Dec. 1879 


4. Mary Martha Lightsey, b. 22 Feb. 1841, d. 1861 


5. John Frederick Lightsey, b. 1 Nov.1842, Lexington Dist., 
SC, d. 24 June 1904, Hampton Co., SC (formed from Beaufort 
Co.) married first in April 1868 to Sarah Louisa Loadholt, 
b.13 Apr. 1846, d. 21 Apr. 1875; 2nd marriage, on 5 Dec. 
1878 to Elizabeth Louvinia Simmons, b. 7 June 1856. Their 
children were: ' 
l. Emma Louvinia Lightsey b. 25 Sept. 1880 
2. Rosa Lillie Lightsey, b. 16 May 1883 
3. Effie Lee Lightsey, b. 6 Sept. 1885 
| 4. John William Lightsey, b. 26 Apr. 1890 
7 | 5. George Frederick Lightsey, b. 4 Mar. 1893 l 
6. Charley B. Lightsey, b. 5 Dec. 1898, d. 7 June 1915. 
6. Henry Martin Lightsey, b. 10 Oct. 1844, d. 6 Jan. 1862 
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7.Judson Hanahan (said to be spelled "Hannerhan"in Family Bible 
S Lightsey, N - | - 

b.30 June 1846,Lexington Dist.,SC; d. 20 Sept. 1913, Hampton 

Co., SC, buried in Brunson Cemetery. 

Married first on 3 Feb. 1868 to Haseltine Christina 

Loadholt, b. 1 Oct. 1847, d. 18 July 1870, buried Young 

Cemetery, Allendale Co., SC.They had a daughter: 

1. Mary Louise Lightsey,b. 26/27 Sept.1869, d. 22 May 1888. 
Judson Hanahan Lightsey married second on 9 April 1872 to 
Mary Louisa Harvey, b. 22 July 1847, d. 11 Feb. 1888. They 
had 7 children: 

2. John Frederick Lightsey, b. 21 Apr. 1873, d. 25 Feb. 1929, 

3. Harriet Marilla Lightsey, b. 16 May 1875, d. 20 Jan. 194 

4. Judson Luther Lightsey, b. 26 Mar. 1877, d. 25 Mar. 1939 

5. Owen Jefferson Lightsey, b. 6 June 1879, d. 21 Jan. 1888 

6. William Martin Lightsey, b. 4 Jan. 1882, d. 1 Aug. 1946, 

7. Theresa Lightsey, b. 12 May 1884, u^ 

8. Charlie Lightsey, b. 27 Aug. 1886, d. 28 Apr. 1887. 
Judson Hanahan Lightsey's third wife was Emma Louella 
Langford, b. 4 Jan. 1873, d. 14 Oct. 1953, married 31 Dec. 
1890. They had the following children: ` 

9. John Herman Lightsey 3 Oct. 1892, d. 21 Feb. 1957 

10.Ralph Leon Lightsey, b.21 Jan. 1893 , d. 14 Oct. 1966 

11. Mildred Lightsey b. 23 April 1897 

12. Emma Lee Lightsey, b. 18 Jan. 1899. 

13. Infant son Lightsey January 1904. 


8.Jacob Adam Lightsey, b. 20 Dec. 1848, Lexington Dist., SC, 
d. 27 May 1913, Hampton County, SC. Sé 
First married 14 Dec. 1873 to Susannah Elizabeth Cone, b. 18 
Sept. 1856, d. 19 June 1892. They had 8 children: 
1. Rosa Lee Lightsey b. 23 Feb. 1875, d. 22 Sept. 1877 
2. William Frederick Lightsey, b. 19 Sept. 1876, d. 19 
Nov. 1940 in Hampton County, SC, buried in Crocketville 
Cemetery William Frederick Lightsey served as South Carolini 


State Senator from Hampton County. ; 
3. Henry Webster Lightsey, b. 3 June 1879, d. 21 Mar. 1932 
4. Miley Elverter Lightsey, b. 18 Feb. 1882, d. 14 Feb. 1887 
5. Susannah Elizabeth Lightsey, b. 20 July 1888 
6. Marion Theresa Lightsey 17 Feb. 1890 
7. Eileen Lightsey,b. 2 June 1895 
8. Thelma Lightsey,b. 3 May 1898 
Jacob Adam Lightsey married again on 14 Feb. 1894 to Addie 
Elizabeth Kearse, b. 28 Dec. 1868. They had two children: 
9.Jacob Rudolph Lightsey, b. 11 Dec. 1900, d. 6 June 1933 
10. J. Adrain Lightsey, b. 5 Oct. 1903, d. 14 Dec. 1932. 


According to information from Men of Mark in South Carolina 
by J.C. Hemphill, v.II, page 247-248 in the Columbia, MS Public 
Library, 200 Broad St., Columbia, MS 39420, Jacob Adam Lightsey 
served in the Confederate Army at the age of 16, serving in 
Company F, Third South Carolina cavalry under Colonel C.J. 
Colcock from October 1864 to April 1865. ` 
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¿ON E l The Third Generation 
Possible Sons of Johannes George Lightsey 
" s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 
Indirect Line 


n John Lightsey (b. 1765/74/ d. pre 3 Nov. 1823 Bibb Co.,AL) 
B. Page 144 e 


Abraham Lightsey (b. 1765/75, d. prob. pre 1830 SC) 


929. Page 157 | 
| A Jacob Lightsey (b. 1775/79, d. pre 2 June 1810 Wayne Co., GA) 
L Page 161 
388 
ie. | David Lightsey (b. 1774/84, d. pre 24 Jan. 1817, Barnwell Dist, 
SC) 
Page 168 
See also Sons of George 
Page 20 
Direct Line 
John Lightsey (b. pre 1775, d. pre 1l May 1829, Barnwell Dist., 
SC) 
Page 27 
18 
9 
rolina 
32 
1887 
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Map of Barnwell District, South Carolina taken from Mills' Atlas: 
t tate ut arolj 825 Southern Historical 
Press, c/o The Rev. S. Emmett Lucas, Jr., P.O. Box 738, Easley, 


South Caroina 29640. 


Ss A & x Dn 


JOHN LIGHTSEY 
(1765/1774-pre 3 November 1823) 
probable s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit" 


Geraldine Marr of Dallas, Texas and Don Lightsey of Luling, 
Texas contributed information for this chapter. 


a 


Bs John Lightsey, who died in Bibb County, Alabama in 1823, was 
most likely born in the Lexington/Newberry area of South Carolina 
between 1765 and 1774. 

He married Barbary about 1790. From Edgefield Probate 
Records  (Edgefield Will Book A:371), it appears to the author 
that Barbary was a Riser. Madge Pettit in her book Families of 
, Genery's Gap, Alabama, Heritage Books, Inc., 1986, pages 86-91, 

` gives Barbary's maiden name as Anderson. However, no 
^ documentation was given and to date no proof has been presented 
for this. 
Since the information on John and Barbary's son David 
Lightsey's tombstone in the Mt. Zion cemetery in Bibb County, 
Alabama gives David's place and date of birth as Newberry 
District, South Carolina on 11 October 1798, it seems that his 
family was still living in that area at that time. (Baptists of 
Bibb County 1817-1894, Howard McCord, Bibb County Baptist 
Association, Centreville, AL, page 487.) 
David's father John Lightsey's mark is similar to that of the 
John LOYTSEY who made his mark on the indenture between Christian 
Schuber and Nicholas Prister in 1792 in the Dutch Fork area. 
(Summer Family Papers, FL 1801, South Caroliniana Library, 
l Columbia, South Carolina) B a 
By 1800, John LOITSY (Lightsey) appeared on the Winton 
County (later Barnwell), South Carolina tax list, page 1, as the 
owner of 208 acres. He also appeared in 1800 on the Barnwell 
District, South Carolina census, page 68, along with John Roiser 
(Riser), Jacob Copelin, George Bishop, Nathan Jordan, George 
SCH Rintz (Rentz), John Finder (Fender) and David Lightsy among 
E others. 
In Barnwell Deed Book A:95, John Roiser granted all goods and 
chattels unto his three sons John, Christian, and Jacob Roiser, 
on 13 September 1800. The witnesses were John and Jacob Litsey, 
who made their marks. Also on page 96, John Roiser conveyed land 
on 13 September 1800, . and the witnesses, .by mark, were John and 
Jacob Litsey. 

In Barnwell Plat Book 2: 58, dated 25 October 1808, recorded 
30 October 1808, the plat for George Rawzer (Riser) has JOHN 
LITESEY and JACOB DOMINICK listed as chain bearers. This plat was 
for 1000 acres in Barnwell District, head of Savannah Creek, Big 
Salketcher River. (Jacob Dominick connected to John Lightsey's 
estate later in Bibb County, Alabama.) This land was bounded by 
Jesse Carter, Samuel Howard, and Jacob Carter in 1808. 

Barnwell Plat Book 2: 104, for Jacob Copeland, shows 193 
acres, near Savannah Creek, surveyed 21 November 1809, recorded 
24 November 1809. JOHN LITSEY and JACOB COPELAND were chain 
bearers. This was bounded by Jacob Copeland's own, Leonard Seas, 
vacant land, and JOHN LITSEY'S. These three men are said to have 
married George Riser's daughters. 


IT 


(AX. 
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John seems to have been living on this land which bordered 
Jacob Copeland's as both Jacob Copelin and Leonard and John Seas 
were by him on the 1810 Barnwell.census records. Jacob Copland 
was also listed next to him in 1800, but the Seases were not. 

Some confusion among researchers in identifying the John 
Lightsey on the 1800 and 1810 Barnwell census came because the 
names that appear on an 1830 Barnwell ‘commissioner's deed 
(Barnwell Deed Book R:176) for 1200 acres of land located on 
Lemon's Swamp in Barnwell County also appear on page 79 and 80 
of this 1810 Barnwell census. (i.e. John Finder, Jr, Samuel 
Pope, Laurence Trotti). This deed was written after the death in 
1829 of another John Lightsey (1775-1829, m. Susannah) in 
Barnwell District. Only John Fender, SR., who owned land on both 
Lemon Swamp and Savannah Creek, appears on page 81 of the 1810 
Barnwell census with the John Lightsey (1765/74 - 1823 m. 
Barbary) who later moved to Bibb County, Alabama. 

The incorrect interpretation of this Lemon Swamp deed 
information which led to the mistake of identifying the wrong 
John Lightsey as being the one on the 1800 and 1810 census has 
been widely circulated. It needs to be corrected. 

Close study of the land records indicates that the other 
men on page 81 of the 1810 census with John Lightsey and his 
adjoining neighbors, Leonard and John Seas and Jacob Copelin, 
lived in the Savannah Creek area and were neighbors to this John 
Lightsey (m. Barbary) in 1809 and 1810 according to Barnwell Plat 
Book 2:104. They were not neighbors in 1810 to the other John 
Lightsey, who later owned land on Lemon Swamp. (See census and 
portion of Barnwell County, South Carolina map from the Mills' 
Atlas of the State of South Carolina 1825). | 

Because of the neighbors and the children, the John Lightsey 
on the 1800 and 1810 Barnwell census can be identified as the 
John Lightsey who later moved to Bibb County, Alabama. 

This John Lightsey and wife  Barbary had several children, 
indicated by various sources to be born in Barnwell County, 
South Carolina in 1810, 1812, and later. While any one of these 
sources would be unreliable in and of itself, taken all together, 
the gravestone, printed source, and tradition present evidence, 
backed up with legal land records, that this John's family lived 
in Barnwell District, South Carolina in the early 1800's. 

John and Barbary's daughter, Eve Lightsey, married George 
Bishop. A George Bishop was listed four names away from John 
Lightsey on the 1800 Barnwell census. He had sons of the 
approximate age to have married one of John Lightsey's 
daughters. John's daughter Agnes married a George Kinard. George 
Kinard was a witness in 1812 for John and Barbary Lightsey in a 
land transaction in Barnwell District, SC. 

Barnwell Plat Book 8:646, 12 August 1812, shows John Litsey 
owned 120 acres of land on Three Mile Creek bounded by William 
Scarborough, Jacob Riser, John Hires, and William Pressley. 

Barnwell Deed Book G:233-235, 27 August 1813, shows Nathan 
Jordan sold the above land to John Holman/Hallman as one of three 
tracts. The land was "surveyed for said Jordan but granted to 
John Leitsey, Senr." The deed was signed by Nathan Jordan, John 
Leitsey, Barbary Lightsey and Jincy Jordan. Witnesses were Thomas 
Hughes, George Kinard, and Fred Bamburg. 
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7. Solomon L. Lightsey, b. 1807, Barnwell Dist, SC 
d. 1891, Palmer, Ellis Co, TX. Gravestane in Palmer Cemetery 
reads 1807-1891. . | 

m. 25 Oct. 1838, Bibb Co., AL, Melinda Risinger, b. 23 June 
1813 in Mississippi Territory, area later became Bibb  Co., 
AL, d. 4 Oct. 1889 Wood Co., TX, bu. Rock Hill Cem, Wood 
Co., TX (near Quitman). E 

8.Daniel Lightsey b. 1808 


d. May 1847, Bossier Parish, LA 
m. Sarah P. Chism, 14 May 1829 Bibb Co, AL (Bibb Co., AL) 


9. Jacob Lightsey, b. 25 Feb. 1810, Barnwell Dist., SC 
(Gravestone gives dates. Memorial Record of Alabama,1893, 
v.I, p. 493 "Sketch of Thaddeus C. Wallace...gives place 


as BARNWELL DISTRICT, SC.) 
d. 23 July 1858, Bibb Co., AL, bu. Mt. Zion Cemetery, Bibb 


Co., AL 

m. Joannah Snead b. 25 Jul. 1812, d. 19 Aug. 1863, Bibb Co., 
AL, bu. Mt. Zion Cem. 

m. 24 Dec. 1835 Bibb Co., AL 
10.Hannah B. Lightsey b. 7 Nov. 1812 Barnwell Dist., SC 

d. 27 Jan. 1863 Bibb Co., AL, bu. Sandy Chapel Methodist 
Church, 2-3 mi. s. of Centreville, Bibb Co., AL, Hwy 82. Her 
gravestone reads "Hannah B. Bishop/Daughter of John & Barbary 
Lightsey; Wife of Elias Bishop/born in Barnwell Dist., SC 
Nov.7, 1812/ died Jan. 27, 1863 aged 50 yrs/2 mo/20 days. 
(Alabama Records, Volume 160:67, Pauline Jones Gandrud.) 

m. 9 Jan. 1834, Bibb Co, AL, Elias Bishop, Bibb Co., AL. 
ll. Elizabeth Lightsey b. abt. 1817, d. 1916 

m. Eli Patterson Cruise, b. TEES 

m. 3 Jan. 1839, Bibb Co., AL (Bibb County Marriage Book 


D:122.) 


After Elizabeth's birth about 1817, John and Barbary may 
have moved into the Colleton District, SC for a time. 
An 1819 land record (Colleton Land Plats, Book. A, 1802-21: 

262, South Carolina State Land Grants 6:140) 10 May 1819, shows 
JOHN LIGHTSEY, 82 acres, Rice Patch, waters of Big Salketchers. 
This bordered Isham Walker and Samuel Crews, 18 March 1819, 27 


April 1819. 
On the 1820 Colleton census, page 41 A, John LIGHTSEY was a 


neighbor to Thos. Poke, Wm. White, Jno. Lightsey, Jno. McKinney, 
Saml.Crews, Isaac Richardson. This John's children married into 
the Cruise (Crews)and McKinney families. Also the widow of David 
Lightsey of the 1800 Barnwell census, page 68, married Isaac 
Richardson sometime after David died in 1817 in Barnwell, SC 
(Barnwell Probate Package 11:27). Based on their census proximity 
in 1800, David and John were probably brothers. 

The 1820 Colleton census figures simply do not correlate 
with what is known of John Lightsey's family, but because of the 
relationship to the neighbors this seems to be John and Barbary 
Lightsey, formerly of Barnwell District, SC . The other John 
Lightsey, also in Colleton in 1820, is on page 39 A by people 
who connect to him on land records. No John Lightsey is shown on 
the 1820 Barnwell census nor on the sketchy 1820 Alabama census 


or other records there. 
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In Barnwell Plat Book 7:191, a plat surveyed 6 September 


7 1822, recorded 6 September 1822, to Abraham Hires, noted as 
e elapsed to Christopher Heirs 15 October 1825, for 400 acres near 
- Savannah Creek, indicates adjoining landowners George Bundrick, 
d George Hires, JOHN LITSEY, Leonard Cease, Abraham Markly. (see 
1810 census and Barnwell Plat Book 2:104 for Leonard Cease and 
: John Lightsey). (Note the name George Bundrick connected to the 
S | Lexington/Newberry area. A George Bundrick marriéd Mary Lightsey, 
the daughter of Jacob Lightsey who died in Lexington District,SC 

in 1816 (see SCMAR v.xi, Winter 1983, 41:10). 
3 John Lightsey may have lived on this land in 1822 or was 
ae | shown as an adjoining land owner after he moved south. Later in 
Barnwell Plat Book 7: 511, Christopher Hires owned land bordering 
b the ESTATE of John Lightsey, no other neighbors shown. This is 
headwaters of Savannah 


described as 59 acres in Barnwell County, 
: Creek, dated 29 August 1838, recorded 31 August 1838. 

On the 1830 Barnwell census, Chris Hires was next door to 
George Kinard, the probable son in law of John and Barbary 
Lightsey. John Lightsey and his family were in Bibb County, AL by 
the time he died there in 1823 (Bibb County Orphans Court Book 


B:103) | | 
y "John Lightsey deceased. Barbara Lightsey, Administratrix. 

Te Securities: JACOB DOMINICO, WILLIAM B. NORRIS, ADAM 
7" RYNEHEART, 3 Nov. 1823." 

Also, BARBARA LIGHTSEY, guardian of Hannah and Elizabeth 
LIGHTSEY, minor heirs of JOHN LIGHTSEY, deceased. JACOB 
DOMINICK and ADAM A.R. RYNEHART, securities. 6 June 1825. 

ak (Book B:170). 

In the estate papers of 5 September 1825, Bibb Co. AL, C:79. 
ay Barbara Lightsey adm. distributed cash to the following: To 
. George Kims, Kiner (sic) and wife Agnes formerly Agnes Lightsey;, 

21: | George Bishop and Eve his wife, late Eve Lightsey, James McKinney - 
JS and Catherine his wife, late Catherine Lightsey, David Lightsey, 
5. John McKinney and Mary, his wife, late Mary  Lightsey, John 

21 Lightsey, Daniel Lightsey, Solomon Lightsey,- Jacob Lightsey, 

i Hannah Lightsey, and Elizabeth Lightsey (all received $94.04). 

a l Barbara Lightsey was also appointed guardian of Daniel, 
Y, Solomon and. Jacob Lightsey, minor orphan children of JOHN 
to V LIGHTSEY, deceased. 5 September 1825 with the above securities. 
vid On 20 January 1832 David Lightsey was appointed guardian of 
ac à Hannah and Elizabeth Lightsey.  James.. W. Bishop & Adam Wilson 
SC gave securities. 
ty The Dominicks and Ryneharts had lived near the Lightseys in 

Newberry County, SC and connected elsewhere also. 

te Edgefield Co., SC Will Book A:page 371 abstract from 
he | Upper South Carolina Family Records, Volume 1:275. Will of George 
ry Risor "...give to my brothers Jacob Riser, Jacob Demmeck, Jacob 
hn | Collins, JOHN  LIGHTSE, John Lagrene, and Adam Koon, lad 1 
le raised..."dated 16 May 1816. Proved 13 September 1816.Exec. 
on William Norris, John Bates & Nathan Norris. Wit: Jacob Long, Jr., 
us Jne. A. Kinard, Elizabeth Long. 

By the 1820 census, page 8, Jacob Dominick was in Barnwell 


County, SC as was Matthias Rynehardt, page 9A. Jacob Dominick 
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and JOHN LIGHTSEY had been chain bearers there in 1808. (Barnwell 
Plat Book 2:58.) 
Bibb County, AL file #135 Catherine Dominick (x) appointed 
guardian to Jefferson Dominick, Martin Dominick and Jacob 
Dominick, infant orphans of Jacob Dominick, deceased, under the 
age of 14 years. Securities: DAVID LIGHTSEY, Elenor x Cates. 2 
April 1832. So £rom South Carolina to Alabama the Dominicks and 
Lightseys interconnect indicating this is the same John Lightsey. 
When John Lightsey died, the Dominicks and Ryneharts were 
securities. Barbary was about 55 when she was widowed as her 
age was given on legal papers in 1857 as about 87. If this age 
is correct, Barbary had her youngest daughter late in her life. 
As in many cases, her age varies widely on the census records. 
The 1850 Bibb County, AL census shows her next door to her son 
David Lightsey.  Barbary is listed as 87, female, a farmer worth 
1,000, born in SC. 

In papers dated 25 December (sic) 1857, Jacob Lightsey, son 
of the deceased John Lightsey and of Barbary Lightsey (Barbary 
said living in Bibb County on Sandy Creek about 2 3/4 miles from 
Centreville), petitioned the court to declare Barbary Lightsey 
incapable and unable to attend to her property because of her 
great age which was about 87 years. The court agreed. 

The estate papers of Barbary Lightsey show that she was 
deceased as of 22 November 1858. l 

On 26 October 1868 the final settlement of the estate of 
Barbary Lightsey was made. (Records in Bibb Co., AL BK J: 173- 
169). Elias Bishop, Hannah Lightsey's husband was administrator. 
Heirs named were: "ES mE 

"1. Agnes Kinard, a daughter of said deceased (& formerly 
wife of George Kinard who is now deceased, ...Barnwell Dist., SC 

2.Catherine McKinney, daughter & wife of James McKinney 
Butler Co., Alabama. 

3. Thomas J. Smithman, admin. of estate of Mary McKinney, 
decd. daughter of Barbary Lightsey & died since Barbary's death. 

4. Children of David Lightsey, decd. s/o Barbary., died 
before Barbary. (names children) 

5. John Lightsey s/o Barbary living in Talladega Co., AL 

6. Children of Daniel Lightsey decd. s/o Barbary died before 
Barbary, all children unknown to Elias Bishop the adm. except 
Dempsey Lightsey, of full age, a resident of state of Arkansas. 

o Solomon Lightsey, s/o Barbary, living in Arkansas. 

8. Adms. of estate of Jacob Lightsey decd. s/o Barbary who 
has died since death of Barbary. . 

9, Children of Eve Bishop, d/o Barbary who died before 
Barbary. Children unknown to Elias Bishop except Martin Bishop, 
living in Florida. | 

10.Elias Bishop, adm. of est. of Hannah Bishop d/o Barbary & 
wife of Elias, died since death of Barbary. E 

ll. Elizabeth Cruise, d/o Barbary, wife of E.P. Cruise, Bibb 
Co., AL" 

Of the first four children: Agnes Lightsey Kinard, Catherine 
Lightsey McKinney, Eve Lightsey Bishop, and. Mary Lightsey 
McKinney, little is known. 

Barnwell District, South Carolina Deed Book CC:487, dated 
7 August 1848, William H. Thomson, ordinary of Barnwell to 
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Stephen Hires, states that George Kinard was deceased and at his 
death owned a tract of 300 acres of land in Barnwell District on 
Willow Swamp bounding Jacob Bishop, George Kinard and William 
Walker. 
A suit for partition was brought by George A. Kinard 
against Agnes Kinard, Martin D. Kinard, Jeremiah Bishop in right 
of his wife Cordelia Eliabeth Kinard, Jacob F. Kinard, Mahala 
Kinard and Sarah Ann Kinard, legal heirs of George Kinard, 
deceased. Often "friendly" suits for partition were brought into 
court. The land had to be legally divided, and this was the way 
it was done. This does name the heirs of George Kinard and Agnes 
Lightsey Kinard, daughter of John and Barbary Lightsey. 

Of the other children of John and Barbary Lightsey the 
following is known: 

David Lightsey, b. 11 Oct. 1798, Newberry Dist., SC, d. 5 
Mar. 1855, Bibb Co., AL and Penelope (Barnes?), b. 7 June 1800, 
d. 13 June 1859, Bibb Co., AL had the following children: 

1. Joseph (Josiah) S. Lightsey 28 Jan. 1822, d. 7 Oct. 1899. 
bu. Lightsey graveyard Bibb Co., AL m.- Amanda McSpadden, 
b. 28 May 1847 d. 25 Sept 1929 Bibb CO, AL . 

2. Adam Lightsey, b, ca 1824, m. 13 Dec. 1854 Rosan Splawn. 

3. John L. Lightsey, b. 1827 d. 9 Dec. 1885, Bibb Co., AL 
m. Martha W. b. 23 Jul. 1836. 

4. Martin N. Lightsey, b. ca 1828. : 

5, Mary Ann Lightsey, b. 24/29 Nov. 1829, D. 24 Jan., 1855. 

6. Sarah (Jane??) Lightsey, b. 27 Sept. 1835, d. 25 Jan. 
1855. 

1. Elizabeth E. Lightsey, b. 18 June 1837, d. 9 Jul. 1892. 
m. JNC Brown, b. 10 Feb. 1833, d. 23 June 1908. 

8. Susannah C. Lightsey,b. ca 1841 
m. Wm. Griffin l 

9. David LaFayette Lightsey, b. 6 Mar.1842, d. 28 Oct. 1854. 


Named in Penelope Lightsey's estate, Alabama Records by 
Kathleen Paul Jones and Pauline Jones Gandrud, v. 166:80 were 
Martin N. Lightsey, Joseph S. Lightsey, John L. Lightsey, 
Susannah C. Lightsey, Elizabeth E. Brown, wife of J.N.C. Brown, 
Adam Lightsey “sons and daughters of said deceased, ail residents 
of said county of Bibb. Sept. 5, 1859." Many members of this 
family are buried in Mt. Zion Baptist Church cemetery, near 
Centreville, Bibb County, Alabama. 


John Lightsey, b. 1800/1810, Barnwell District, SC, m. 
Susannah Cruise b. ca 1800. Partial list of children from 1850 
census Talladega Co., AL | 

l. William U. Lightsey, b. ca. 1832 : d 

2. Martin J. Lightsey, b. ca. 1835 ' v a 

3. David E. Lightsey, b. ca 183. 

m. Sammantha C. b Mar. 1844 l 

4. Penelope E. Lightsey, b. ca. 1840 . 

5. James (John?) Lightsey, b. ca 1844 

6. Jacob Lightsey, b. ca 1846. ME 

Solomon L(evi?) Lightsey, b. ca 1807, Barnwell District, SC, 
d. 1891 Palmer, Ellis Co., TX. m. 25 Oct. 1838, Bibb Co., AL, 
Melinda Risinger, b. 23 June 1813, Creek Session, MS Territory, 
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now Bibb Co., AL, d. 4 Oct. 1889 Wood Cop TX 


l. 
2. 
m. 
3. 
4. 


Mary A. Lightsey, b. ca 1840 ` S 
Jacob H. Lightsey, b. ca 1843, Bibb Co., AL, d. ca 1876 
23 Jan 1868, Clark Co, AR, Thursey A. Mercer, Ca 1848, MS 
Levi A. Lightsey, b. ca 1845 

Pernicia (Pernesa) Adeline Lightsey, b. ca 1846 Bibb Co., 

AL, d. Aug, 1895, Palmer, Ellis Co, TX, m. 15 Nov. 1877, 

Pike Co. AR, Jeremiah Gipson Guy,b.29 Mar. 1858,Tuskegee, 

Macon Co., AL, d. Aug. 1918, Palmer, Ellis Co., TX 

Children of Pernicia Lightsey and Jeremiah Gipson Guy: 

1. Arminda Melinda Guy, b. 9 Aug. 1878, Pike Co., AR, d. 
28 Jan. 1966, McKinney, Collin Co., TX, m. 1899, 
Ellis Co., TX George T. Cox, b. KY, d. 26 Dec. 1958, 
Palmer, TX. 

2. Louella Demaris Guy, b. 10 Jan. 1880, Pike Co., AR, d. 
28 Feb. 1974 Whitney, TX, bu Dallas , Dallas Co, TX, m. 
1896, John David Paslay, b. 28 Apr. 1869, d. 24 Dec. 
1932. 

3. Joseph Cleborne Guy, b. 1882, Pike Co., AR, d. 1 Jun. 
1944, Dallas, Dallas Co., TX m. 1 Aug. 1912, Houston, 
Harris Co., TX, Nell Kelsey, b. Ze d. 25 Apr. 1968, 
Dallas, TX. 

4. Mattie Ophelia Guy, b. 23 Feb. 1885, Ellis Co., TX, d. 
12 May 1963, Dallas, TX, m. 28 Apr. 1907 Dallas, TX 
Hardy Washington Childers, b. 21 May 1880, Ripley, 
Tippah, MS, d. 15 June 1942, Dallas, TX. 


Children of Ophelia Guy and Hardy Washington Childers: 
1. Horace William Childers, b. 17 Dec. 1908, Ferris, 
Ellis Co., TX; d. 29 Aug. 1989, bu. 31 Aug. 1989 
Rosemound Cem., Waco, TX; m. 6 Jan. 1946 Waco, 
McLennan, TX: Amanda Mae Edmonds, b. 21 Dec. 1917, 
Kingsville, Kleberg, TX. 
2.Robert Vance Childers, b. 24 June 1910, Ferris, TX, 
d. 14 Apr. 1986, Dallas, TX, m. 24 Apr. 1936, 
Dallas, TX: Genevieve Gertrude Greenslade, b.19 Jul. 
1914, Kaufman, Kaufman Co., TX, D. 5 May 1980, 
Dallas, TX. 
3.Thelma Adeline Childers, 3 Sept 1912, Denton, Denton 
Co., TX, m. 5 June 1937, Dallas, TX: Paul Louis 
Wrede, b. 27 Jan. 1909 Richmond, Wayne, IND. 
4.Geraldine (NMN) Childers, b. 9 Oct. 1918, Ferris, 
' Ellis, TX, m. 5 Feb. 1937, Dallas, TX: William 
Andrew Marr, b. 11 Oct. 1914, Gordon, Palo Pinto, TX. 
Children of Geraldine Childers and William A. Marr: 
1. Martha Jo Marr, b. 18 Dec. 1946, Dallas, TX, m. 
4 Aug. 1967, Dallas, TX: Larry Don Lewis, b. 25 
Sept. 1946, Dallas, TX 
Children of Martha Jo Marr and Larry Don Lewis: 
l. Lee David Lewis, b. 3 May 1972, Dallas, TX 
2. Leslie Denise Lewis, b. 15 Aug. 1977, 
Houston, TX l 

2. William Andrew Marr, Jr., b. 2 Oct. 1950, Dallas, 
TX, m. 23 Sept. 1988, Dallas, TX to Angela 
Covette Taylor, b. 28 Jun. 1966, AR. 
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5.Daniel Gipson Guy, b. 20 Mar. 1888, Wood Co., TX, d. 
13 May 1982, Dallas, TX. m. 1911, Dallas, TX Bertha 
Ueckert, b. Ca 1893, Reinhardt, Dallas Co, TX, d. 21 ` 
June 1986, Dallas, TX. 

5. Lourana E. Lightsey, b. 12 Jul. 1848, Marion Co., AL, 
d.14 Apr. 1930, Palmer, Ellis Co., TX, married 9 Aug. 
1866, Pike Co., AR, Jacob M. Blocker, b. 1841, Marion Co. 
AL, d. 1918, Palmer, Ellis, TX. 

6. H(enry?) F. Lightsey, b. ca 1853, Marion Co., AL 

7. Ellen D. ‘Lightsey, b. 1854, prob. Marion Co., d. 1885, 

Palmer, TX m. ? Lockett. 


Daniel Lightsey, b. 1808, d.14 May, 1847, Bossier Parish, LA, 


14 May 1829, Bibb Co., AL: Sarah Frances Chism, b.Tennessee. 
According to Don Lightsey, after Daniel Lightsey's death in 
1847, Sarah Frances Chism Lightsey married Coffee Tacket 8 July 
1854. They moved to Ashley Co., Arkansas in 1860. The Bossier 
Parish, Louisana marriage records 1850-1867. printed in The Genie 
show that Coffee LACKETT married Leraby Malinda LITSEY H July 
1854, p.168, and Coffee TACKETT m. F.N. LIGHTSEY, 8 July 1854, 


p. 168. 


Children of Daniel and Sarah Lightsey: - 
1. John W. Lightsey, b. ca 1830, Bibb Co., AL, m. 3l Oct. 
1850 Mary Eliz Urrey. 
2. Dempsey Chism Lightsey, b. ca 1835, Bibb Co., AL, d. pre 
1874 m. Nancy E. Merchant. Nancy Merchant Lightsey m. 
second, Issac Reynolds, b. TN ca. 1826. 
Children of Dempsey and Nancy Merchant Lightsey: 


1. Emma D. Lightsey, b. 26 Dec. 1862, AR, d. 22 Feb. 
1945, m. Foster Rogers, b. 1859, NC. 
2 John Wesley Lightsey, b. 3 Mar. 1866, LA, 
d. 13 Jan. 1946 Luling, TX . m. 23 Dec..1896, 
Mary E. Brassell, b. 6 Nov. 1875, TX, d. 29 June 
1953 Luling, TX. 
Children of John Wesley and Mary Brasell Lightsey: 
1. Earl Earnest Lightsey, b. Apr. 1898, Erath Co., 
TX, d. Texico, TX 
2. Roy Frederick Lightsey, 14 Aug. 1899, Erath Co., 
TX, d. 7 Nov. 1966, Luling, TX. | 


3. Henry Dee Lee Lightsey, b. 1 June 1901, d. 2 Nov. 


1965, Luling,TX 

4. Eugene Hampton Lightsey, 24 Sept. 1903, d. 3 
Oct. 1929, Luling, TX. 

5. J. Carmin Lightsey, b. 7 Jan. 1906, Ryan, 
Oklahoma, d. 5 May 1907, New Mexico. 

6.° Virgil Raymond Lightsey 31 Oct. 1908, TX, d. 26 
Mar. 1985, TX. . 

7. Lloyd Franklin Lightsey, b. 29 Dec. 1910, TX 

8. Bertie Valentine Lightsey, b. 14 Feb. 1914, TX, 


m. 6 Feb. 1942, Sarah Thelma Fike, b. 5 Apr. 1914, 


Kingfisher, Oklahoma, d. 11 Nov. 1970, Luling,TX. 
3. Daniel L. Lightsey, b. ca. 1836, Bibb Co., AL 
4. Martha Jane Lightsey, b. ca 1839, MS, m. 5 Feb. 1857, 
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Charles A. Anderson, b. ca. 1837. Moved to Arkansas. 
Nancy A. Lightsey, b. ca. 1847, LA 
Frances Elizabeth Lightsey, 1830/1835, m.'l July 1850, 
John M. Tyre, b. 1827. 

Jacob H. Lightsey, b. 25 Feb. 1810, Barnwell Dist, SC, d. 23 
July 1858, Bibb Co., AL, m. 24 Dec. 1835, Bibb Co., AL, Joannah 
Snead, b. 25 Jul. 1812, d. 19 Aug. 1863, Bibb Co., AL. 

Children of Jacob and Joannah Snead Lightsey: 


5. 
6. 


l. David Henley Lightsey (Henley D.), b. 28 Oct. 1836, Bibb 
Co., AL, d. 5 May 1862, CSA. 

2. Daniel E.Lightsey, b. 3 June 1838, Bibb Co;, AL, d. 11 
June 1864, Bibb Co., AL 

3. John D. Lightsey, b. 19 Feb. 1840, Bibb Co., Al, d. 27 
Feb. 1859. 

4. Barbara Hazeltine Lightsey, b. ca. 1842, Bibb Co., AL, 
d. 1867. 

5. Margaret J. Lightsey, b. 19 Feb. 1845, d. . m. 8 June 
1867, Matthew Wallace, b. 29 Aug. 1845. 

6. Adam Wilson Lightsey, b. 29 Sept. 1847, d. 30 Mar. 1875, 
Bibb Co., AL. x 

7. Penelope Elmira Lightsey 8 June 1849, d. 25 June 1930. 
m. David Cruise, b. 20 Oct. 1851, d. 13 Jan. 1939. 

8. Mary Annie Lightsey b. 14 Nov. 1851, d. 1 May 1852. 

9. Joanna Isabella Lightsey 25 Feb. 1853, d. 10 Dec. 1931. 

10. Jacob D. Lightsey, b. ca 1836. 

11. Thomas Lightsey 

12. Lucinda Lightsey m. a Potts. 

The above children of Jacob and Joanna Snead Lightsey were 
born in Bibb Co., AL. Most are buried in Mt. Zion Cemetery near 
Centreville, Bibb Co., AL. | 

Hannah B (arbara?) Lightsey, b. 7 Nov. 1812, Barnwell Dist. 
SC, d. 27 Jan. 1863, Bibb Co., AL, bu. Sandy Chapel, Centreville, 
AL,m. 9 Jan. 1834: Elias Bishop, b. 21 Dec. 1806, d. 26 June 
1898, bu Pelham Cemetery, Shelby Co., AL. Elias Bishop s/o J.W. 
Bishop, b. Spartanburgh District, SC 23 Apr. 1787, d. 23 Apr. 
1846, bu. Sandy Chapel, Bibb Co., AL & Sara Bishop, D. 
Spartanburgh Dist., SC 26 Aug. 1787, d. 29 Aug. 1874, bu. Sandy 
Chapel. 
Children of Hannah Lightsey and Elias Bishop:. 

1. Elizabeth Bishop, b. 29 Nov. 1834, d. 17 Sept. 1859. 

2. James J. Bishop» b. 9 Dec. 1836, d. 31 Mar. 1851 Sandy 
Chapel Cem. E 

3. Louisa Bishop, b. 19 June 1838, d. 18 Sept. 1864. 

4. Sarah J. Bishop, b. 12 Feb. 1841, d. 7 Sept. 1859. 

5. Mary Bishop, b. ca 1842. MEL: 

6. Martha Bishop, b. Oct. 1844, d. 3 Feb. 1868. 

7. John Bishop, b. 15 Feb. 1847, d. 20 Sept. 1922 Shelby 

Co., AL, Pelham Cem. m. Sarah b. 1846, d. 1889, second: 

Mary A.F., b. 1853, d. 1891. 

8. Infant Buddy (Nathaniel?) Bishop, b. 4 Mar. 1849, d. 6 


Oct. 1851. 
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Elizabeth Lightsey, b. ca. 1817, d. 1916, m. 3 Jan. 1839 
Bibb Co., AL, Eli Patterson. Cruise, b. ca. 1816. 
Children of Elizabeth Lightsey and Eli Patterson 


Cruise 


(According to his grandaughter Aurelia Cruise Morgan ina 


letter to Jerry Marr, dated July 7, 1983, his name was William 


Patrick 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 


Co d 0 


Cruise) Most records show Eli Patterson Cruise: 

Mary Jane Cruise, b. ca. 1840. m. Harpone 

Sarah A. B. Cruise, ca. 1841 m. a Splaven 

Martha Cruise, ca 1843, died young 

Penelope Cruise, b. ca. 1846 m. a Johnson 

David Cruise, b. ca. 1848. m. Minnie Lightsey, a first 


cousin. 

Anne Cruise, m. Callingham, then Pratt 
Ollie Cruise m. Weaver 

Adam Cruise m. Lena Mulkey 
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ABRAHAM LIGHTSEY 
R (b. 1765/75, d. prob. pre 1830) 
probable s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes Jacob Leitseit 


Abraham Litsey, the probable son of George Lightsey, appears 
on the 1810 Colleton District census, page 319, in the Willow 
Swamp area near the Carters and Walkers. As noted in the material 
E on the possible sons of George Lightsey,. George had owned land in 
T * this area also. 

E Abraham was listed on this 1810 census record in the 26-45 
age group. There were two males; one age 16-26, one under age 
ten and three females. 

Abraham Lightsey served in the War of 1812 in Capt. Ephraim 
Cannon's Company of  infantry in Alexander  Juhan's Regiment. 
George Lightsey, Abraham's nephew, the son of John and Susannah 
E E Lightsey, also served in this war with him appearing on roll in 

i October, 1814. 

j When David Lightsey,  Abraham's probable brother, died in 
1817, Abraham was a buyer at the estate sale (Barnwell Probate, 
Package 11, Box 27). That same year, 1817, he was listed as an 
adjoining neighbor to Samuel Thomas and Little Berry Walker on 
Indigo Branch in Willow Swamp (Colleton District Land Plat:237). 
= I In 1819, according to page 73 of these land plats, dated May 
1 1819, to Little Berry Walker, Abraham Litsey and Frederick 
[ Shuberd bounded him on Cowpen Branch waters of Little 
Salketchers. This was the same area in which John Lightsey, his 
probable brother, had sold 1000 acres of land to Frederick 
Shubert in 1816.(Barnwell Deed Book J:68). 
On the 1820 Colleton District census, page 41, Abraham 
Lightsey was in the 45 plus age group. One male age 10-16 was at 
=> | home as were four females. A Daniel Lightsey appears two names 
down from Abraham. This Daniel was in the 26-45 age group which 
would make him the correct age to be the older son shown on the 
1810 census. E i 

The 1825 Colleton District tax return for the year 1824 has 
Abraham listed as owning 308 acres in Colleton District. 

No record of Abraham has been found after the tax list. 
Later records for an Abraham Lightsey in the area appear to be 
the Abraham Lightsey of the Beaufort area because of the 
connection to Beaufort District names. 

' William and Stephen Lightsey do appear on the 1830 Colleton 
District census. Stephen Lightsey was the son of John and Susannah 
Lightsey and is listed by his in-laws, the Walkers. William 
Lightsey may well be the son of Abraham Lightsey as he is near 
Berry Walker and Samuel Thomas who adjoined Abraham on land 
plats. If William is Abraham's younger son (listed as being under 
age 10 on the 1810 census and age 10-15.on the 1820 census 
indicating he was born 1805/10), then his age is incorrect on the 
1830 census, which would not be uncommon. There is a female 20-30 
and four small children, all under age 10 as well as an older 
female 30-40 in William Lightsey's household. 

What became of William Lightsey after the 1830 census is not 
known. He is not the William Henry Lightsey of Beaufort District, 
South Carolina, s/o John Adam Lightsey of that area. Nor is he 
the William Henry Lightsey of Jefferson County, Florida, s/o 
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- s Jacob Lightsey 7 
(1810-d. 8 Feb. 1896) 
s/o Jacob Lightsey, poss. s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes Jacob 
Leitzeit n 


Jacob Lightsey of Appling County, Georgia, was born in 1810 
in Wayne County, Georgia to Jacob and Martha Lightsey. 
According to Pioneers, this Jacob's father is said to be a 
brother to the father of the Jacob and Samuel Lightsey of 
Lowndes, then Clinch and Echols County, Georgia. If so, the 
father, Jacob Lightsey, would be the son of George Lightsey of 
the Barnwell area of South Carolina for the reasons stated in 
the information on that George. 

Jacob Lightsey had obtained a Marriage license between 
himself and Mary Hiers on the 18 of May 1831 and was married by 
the 26 May 1831 (Wayne County Marriage Records, page 44). Various 
dates for the marriage are given, Pioneers, vol 1: 182 gives 26 


November 1831 and a page from Huxford Genealogical Society 


Quarterly gives 26 March 1831. 
Mary was born April, 1815 in Tattnall County. She was the 


daughter of Joseph Hiers. (see v. 2 Pioneers). 
Supposedly, Jacob and Mary moved into what was then Ware 
County, now Pierce County, Georgia and lived there until about 
1850. The Jacob Lightsey on the 1850 Ware County census is not 
this Jacob, but is a possible cousin. The Jacob Lightsey on the 
census was married to Christina Rice. His father-in-law, John 
" Rice, is the next name listed. 
| " The records of the two Jacobs in Ware County have been 
difficult to sort. However, from the Indian War Pension records, 
Act of July 27, 1892, it was this Jacob, the husband of Mary 
Hyers, who served in the Indian war as a private in Capt. James 
A. Sweat's Company of the Ware County militia in 1838. He fought 
in Florida in the Seminole War. ,ü 
He also received land in the 1832 Cherokee Land Lottery, 
#72, Jacob Lightsey of 12 District, Morrison's Appling, 4th 
District. He received a bounty grant of 350 acres as stated in 
1859 Index to the Headright and Bounty Grants of Georgia 1756  - 


1909. l 

An indenture recorded in Wayne County, Georgia Deed Book Z: 
482-83 from Thomas Woods to Jacob Lightsey of the county of Ware, 
dated 27 December 1850, sold to Jacob for $50.00, 490 acres of 
land in the Fourth District of Appling County distinguished by 
the number 305. This was witnessed by Joel and Naomy Moody 15 
February 1851 and recorded 14 November 1906. In 1855, Jacob 
Lightsey sold this land to John J. Nettles on 4 January 1855 for 
$300.00. This was recorded 14 November 1906. | 

On 15 April 1852, John F. Sweat of Ware County and Jacob 
Lightsey of Appling made an indenture in which John Sweat sold to 
Jacob Lightsey 490 acres in the 4th District of Appling known as 
# 309. Richard Altman and Elijah Carter witnessed. (Wayne County 
Deed Book 36: 309.) 

Jacob and Mary Heirs had ten children: Alfred, Moses, 
Caroline, Emily,  Evaline, Lucinda, Martha, Jacob, Mary, and 


Randall J. Lightsey. 


The 1860 Appling County census, family 307, lists Jacob 
Lightsey, age 49, born in Georgia; Mary, 45; Emily,18; Lucinda, - $ 
16; Martha, 14; Jacob, 9; Mary, 9; Randall J., 4. Next door is 
Alfred Lightsey, 27, and wife Sarah, 23. Moses is a few names 
down married to Cela, age 15. All were born in Georgia. 

On 9 October 1876, Moses Lightsey of Appling sold to Jacob 
Lightsey, Sr. for $350.00, "390 acres on Daughtys Creek in the 4th 
dist of Original Appling now Wayne County, this being all of lot 
247 except that portion of said lot lying on the south side of 

old Daughetys Creek." This is witnessed by Elizabeth Thornton and 
l John B. Thornton and recorded 13 December 1905. 

According to Pioneers, Jacob Lightsey was active in 
politics in Appling County, serving as Ordinary of Appling from 
1861 until 1868. 

Jacob's Indian War pension file from Pierce County, Georgia, 
dated 21 April 1894, states that Jacob Lightsey was 84 years old 
and a resident of Appling County, Georgia. His wife Mary Hyers 
died in Appling County on the 18 of October 1888. The pension 
agent notified the U.S. Pension Agency prior to 24 December 1896, 
that Jacob Lightsey, who was a pensioner on the rolls under 
certificate 3419 and was last paid on 4 November 1895, had been 
dropped from the roll because of his death. ; 

A death notice in the Jessup Sentinal dated 13 of February 
of 1896 says that he died on the eighth and his age was near 90. 

Jimmy Lightsey of Okeechobee, Florida furnished information 
on the ten children of Jacob and Mary Hiars Lightsey and has 
written a book on this branch of the family. His book is titled: 

: Qu ^ së 

The Children of Jacob and Mary Hiars Lightsey: 

1. Alfred Lightsey, b. 1833, m. Sarah Patterson 

Alfred Lightsey appears on the 1860 Appling County, Georgia 
census, age 27, with his wife Sarah, age 23. The children's names 
are illegible. Their ages are 6, 5, 4, 2. bk 

The Roste the Confe t je of Georgia 1861-186 
volume V, by Lillan Henderson lists Alfred Lightsey on page 726 as 
a private as of May 5, 1862. "Transferred to Co. K., 4th Regt. 
GA. Calvary (Clinch's) Nov. 15, 1863. Roll for May-June 1864, 
last on file, shows him present. Surrendered at Tallahassee, 
FLA. May 10, 1865. Paroled at Thomasville, Ga. May 21, 1865 (born 
in Appling County, Ga. Dec. 17, 1832.)" 

He is listed on the 1880 Soundex for Georgia in Appling 
County. l | | 

In 1880 Alfred Lightsey was 47 years old married to Sarah, 
age 45, Isham S. 21, Mary J. 23, Barton S. 19, Sarah 17, Malinda 
13, Register 10, Andrew 7, Alfred 4, and Francis Lightsey a 
bachelor, age 23. 

Register Lightsey later married Mary L. Moody on the 26 of. 
August 1889 according to the Appling County marriages. 

2. Moses Lightsey, b. 13 Nov. 1835, d. 22 May 1925, FL 

m. Celia Rich 

Moses Lightsey is on the 1880 Soundex in Bradford Co., 
Florida,v. 1, ED 12, s 48, line 23,age 43 born GA, wife Celia, 35 
b. GA, Milly, 19, John W 18, Jacob S 14, Mayell 12, Lidda, 10 and 
Mary 6, all born in GA, May D, 1, b. FL. 
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3. Carolina Lightsey, b. 1838, Ware Co., GA, 
m. Rev. John Moody. 
4. Emily Lightsey, b. 1841, Ware Co., GA; 
m. Henderson l 
5. Eveline Lightsey, b. 1843, Ware Co., GA, 
6. Lucinda Lightsey, b. 1845, Ware Co., GA, 
m. Green Berry Rich. 
7. Martha Lightsey, b. 1849, Ware Co., GA; 
m. 21 April 1869, Joseph Miliken, b. 1847. 
8. Jacob Lightsey, b. 7 Dec. 1851, d. 20 Jan. 1953 Ware 
Co., GA, m. Catherine Bird, b. 15 Nov. 1856, d. 28 May 
1939. l 
Jacob is on the 1880 Soundex in Pierce County GA, v. 18, ED 
82, S. 13, 1. 44. He's 28, m. to Catherine 22, GA, has children 
Lerwell (?) poss. Lemuel, son age 6, and Idelpha 3, born GA. 
Later the Pierce Co., marriages show that Idelphia Lightsey 
married Robert Carter 8 April 1894, Newton Lightsey married 
Mozzel Aspenwall 21 May 1900, Andrew Lightsey married Elizabeth 
Moody 25 June 1890 and Barto Lightsey m. Sallie Moody 30 Jan. 
1899 and Lemuel Lightsey m. Mamie Floyd 25 July 1895. 
9. Mary Lightsey, b. 1851, Ware Co., GA; d. 
m. 24 Dec. 1871, Silas O. Eason, b. 24 Jan. 1848. 

10. Randol John Lightsey, b.15 February 1856, Appling 
County,Georgia; d. 18 December 1906, Desoto Co., FL; m. 16 
March 1878 in Pierce County, Georgia: Macy Ann Missouri Bennett, 
b. 28 Feb. 1863, Appling Co., GA; d. 20 July 1941 Osprey, FL. 
After, Randol John Lightsey's death, Macy later married Daniel 
Wilkerson, b. 18 March 1855; d. 21 Sept. 1939. 

The children of Randol John Lightsey and Macy Ann Missouri 
Bennett are: l 
1. Roberta Lightsey, b. 16Nov. 1880 Appling Co., 
GA, d. 1966; m. Robert L. Ward, 17 April 1898. 
2. Monroe Lightsey, b. 21 July 1883, Appling Co., GA; 
d. 15 Mar. 1955, Okeechobee, Fl. 
m. lst, Mattie Wilkerson, b. 14 Jan. 1884; d. 27 Oct. 
1904. ' 25 

Their child: 

Mattie Lightsey, b. 27 Oct. 1904; d. 6 Dec. 1981. 

m. 30 July 1946 to Wes Raulerson. 

m. 2nd: 9 Nov. 1905, FL, Martha Ann Rebecca Story, 


b. 26 Mar. 1887, Polk Co., FL. 


The children of Monroe and Martha A.R. Story Lightsey: 
1. Karlie Lightsey, b. 2 Oct. 19067, Fl; m. Smittey Smitt 


2. Vernon Monroe Lightsey, b. 23 Oct. 1907, Bowling 
Green, FL; d. 17 Feb. 1976, Vero Beach, FL; 
m. 7 July 1933, Okeechobee, FL, Leona Godwin, b. 
Dec. 1910, Keansville, FL 
The children of Vernon Monroe and Leona Godwin 
Lightsey: 
1. Vernon Milton Lightsey, b. 9 May 1934. 
Pohokee, FL, m. Kattie Pollock. 


2. Robert Marion Lightsey, b. 9 Oct. 1943, 


Sebring FL; m. 14 June 1966, Florence, AL 
Clara Jean Norton, b. 31 Dec.1947, Colbert, AL 


166 


The children of R.M. and Clara J. 
` Norton Lightsey: N 
l. James Monroe Lightsey, b. 11 Mar 1968, Ft. 
Pierce, FL l 
2. Roberta Faye Lightsey, b. 20 Jan. 1969, 
Okeechobee, FL l 
3. Verona Leona Lightsey, b. 6 May 1947, m. 4 
June 1966, Jerald L. Wade. 


3. Clarence Lightsey, b. 14 Nov. 1909, FL; m. Berta 
Hardin. 
4. John "Ted" Lightsey, b. 11 Dec. 1911, Fi; d. 21 
Mar. 1983; m. lst Katrina ?; 2nd, Alene?; 
3rd. Ovide Godwin. 
5. Iona Lightsey, b. 9 Aug. 1913, FL; m. Elton Ming. 
6. Jesna Lightsey, b. 23 Apr. 1915, FL; m. lst, Bob 
Reeves, m. 2nd William Mclendon,l Aug. 1949. 
7. Wilda Lightsey, b. 30 Apr. 1918; d. 20 Nov. 1965, m. 
Jim Mayer. 
8. Stewart Lightsey, b. 21 May 1923; m. Mary Underhill 
9. Lightsey, daughter, b. 2 Jan. 1925; d. 28 Feb. 1925. 
10. Clifton Lightsey, b. 3 Nov. 1927; m. 17 Mar. 1946, 
Opal Lowe, 17 March 1946. 
3. Robert T. Lightsey, b. 27 Dec. 1885, Pierce Co., GA; d. 2 
Oct. 1951; m. 11 Apr. ei Olive Story. 
4. Lillian Lightsey, b. 7 Dec. 1887, Pierce Co., GA, d. 1953; 
m. 7 Jan. 1910, Arthur Campbell. 
5. Jennette Lightsey, b. 11 Jan. 1889, Pierce Co., GA; D. 17 
Feb. 1971; m. 1 Jan. 1919, Warren Bennette. 
6. Etha Lightsey, b. 18 Apr. 1892, Pierce Co., GA, d. June 
1929; m. 7 Jan. 1910, Oscar Polk. 
7. Eliza Lightsey, b. 4 June 1894, Gulf Hammock, FL, d. 21 
Oct. 1980; m. 2 Oct. 1912, Riley Campbell. 
8. Van E. Lightsey, b. 8 July 1896; d. 5 Aug. 1969. 
m. Gertrude Swain. 
9. Denna Lightsey, b. 21 Jan. 1899; d. 17 Dec. 1980, 
m. 23 May 1918 Odie Godwin. : 
10. Mary Lightsey, b. 9 Aug. 1901; d. 26 Oct. 1918, 
m. 4 Sept. 1918, Horace Drawdy. l 
11. James J. Lightsey b. 8 Nov. 1903; d. 
m.28 April 1923 Salettie Taylor. 


SORA 


* David Lightsey. 
(1774/84-1817). 
probable s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 


David Lightsey Married: l Mary 
b. 1774/84 : 
d. pre 24 Jan. 1817 

Barnwell Dist., SC 


Mary, maiden name unknown, married Isaac Richardson after David 
Lightsey's death. E 


Children: 


Kesiah Lightsey 

poss. b. 1790/1800 

d. prob. 1817, was dead pre Jan. 1825 
Barnwell Dist., BC 

Elizabeth Lightsey m. Samuel Richardson 
b. 1807/1810 1826/27 
d. pre 6 Feb. 1828 


Catherine Lightsey 
b. 1807/1813 


Jacob Lightsey Mary 
b. ca. 1813 
d. pre 1870 


Chatham Co., GA 
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David Lightsey 
S (1774/84-1817) - 7 
probable s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 


David Loitsy was first found on record on the printed page 1 
of the 1800 Winton County, South Carolina tax list near his 
probable brother John Loitsy. David owned 384 acres of land and 
no slaves according to this list. 

David Lightsy was also listed on page 68 of the Barnwell 
County, South Carolina census near John Lightly. On this census, 
David was in the 16-26 age group. with one male under age ten; one 
female was 16-26, and one female was over 45. From the tax list 
and census, his neighbors were Joseph Bradham, Isaac  Couplin, 
Jacob Folk, Jacob Highers, Joseph Jones, Adam Preaster, Simon 
Rentz, Frederick Shuperd, and George Snither, among others. 

In 1802, David Litsey signed as witness to a deed (Barnwell 
District, South Carolina Deed Book A:310-312) in . which Joseph 
Johnson of Barnwell District sold 200 acres of land to George 
Adam Snider. The deed is dated 16 March 1802 and was also 
witnessed by John Chasserau. aor 

David Lightsey has not been found as the head of a household 
on the 1810 census. However, he seems to have continued living in 
Barnwell District, South Carolina. 

In Barnwell District Deed Book H:109-111, two deeds show 
that in 1814 George Adam Snider deeded 275 acres of land to his 
sons, John Adam and Samuel Snider. One deeds "all the lands (on 
which) I now live ...North side of the Big Salketcher adjoining 
John A. Priester, Sr. and David Litsey's land." 

According to Deed Book 1:272-273, George. A Snither and 
Samuel Snither (sic) sold to David Litzey 275 acres of land on 
the Big Salketcher which bordered John A. Preaster and David 
Litzey's own land. This was dated 12 February .1815 and recorded 
12 January 1816. This was witnessed by Jno. Adam Snider, Jacob 
(his mark) Kersh, and John Snider. 

David Litsey died prior to 24 January 1817 as his widow Mary 
Litsey applied to administer the estate of David Litsey, 
deceased, on that date. (Barnwell Probate Package 11, Bundle 27). 

On 15 March 1817, Ruben Brabhane (sic), Henry Everitt, and 
George Kinard appraised the estate of David Lightsey and found it 
worth $3,970.50 including 5 slaves. The inventory of the estate 
was recorded 21 March 1817. At that time, Mary petitioned the 
court to sell "a Negro wench belonging to the estate who 
disagrees greatly with a fellow also belonging to the estate." 
The court gave Mary permission to sell the wench and two 
children. l 

Mary Litzey was the principal buyer at the estate sale on 14 
April 1817. The sales amounted to $3811.76 1/2. Among the buyers 
at the estate were John Brabham, Jacob Kersh, Abraham Litzey, 
Adam Preaster, Jacob Rizer, Frederick Shuperd, Samuel Thomas, and 
George Walker. 

On 10 December 1819, Orsamus D. Allen, O.B.D. certified 
that he had "examined the within account ...and that I qualified 
the administratrix Mrs. Mary Lightsey to the truth of the same." 
The front of the document states "Account of the estate of David 


I 


Lightsey with Mary_Lightsey, now Mrs. Richardson. Balance due the 
administrix the 10th December 1819 $4.15." 1 

Mary Lightsey, the widow of David Lightsey, married Isaac 
Richardson. 

The 1820 Barnwell census lists a Mary Richardson near the 
Brabhanes, Copelands, Crofts, Heirs, Kinards, and Rentzs. These 
are names which earlier had been neighbors or connected to David 
Lightsey and his family. Mary Richardson was in the 26-44 age 
group with two females 16-25. A female over 45 is also shown, and 
there are two males under age ten. If Kiziah, who died prior to 
1825, were the male shown on the 1800 census, then this age 
listing would be wrong. Census ages are often incorrect. 

Isaac Richardson is listed on page 41A of the Colleton, 
South Carolina 1820 census. On the same page is the John Lightsey 
who seems to be a brother of David Lightsey. Also on this page 
is Jno. McKinney. James McKenne boarded Jacob Lightsey, the son 
of David Lightsey and Mary Lightsey Richardson in 1821 and 22 
according to the estate papers. Jacob had had other teachers in 
1818 and 1819 and later years. | 

From this, it appears that Isaac Richardson and Mary Lightsey 
may have married prior to the 1820 census although they were in 
separate households in 1820. The Mary Richardson household in 
Barnwell was in the right area by the right neighbors and has the 
correct number of children. 

By 21 December 1822, Orsamus D. Allen, certified that he 
"examined the account and vouchers...and that I qualified the 
Admix. Mrs. Mary Richardson and Mr.Isaac Richardson, to the truth 
of the same." It was in 1822 also that Joseph Jones paid $25.00 
rent for the plantation of David Lightsey. 

The tax returns for the year 1824 show that the estate of 
David Lightsey paid taxes on 525 acres of land and no slaves in 
Barnwell District. l 

By 5 January 1825, Matthew Moye and Jacob Kersh addressed 
Oramus D. Allen, Esquire, Ordinary of Barnwell District, for 
release as securities of the estate of the late David Lightsey. 
The reason given was "Mrs. Lightsey for whom we were security on 
the estate of the late Mr. David Lightsey having married Mr. 
Isaac Richardson who has moved out of our District making us feel 
a little fearful of being injured by our security...". 

On 13 January 1825 Orsamus D. Allen, Ordinary certified that 
the widow and children's proportion of the estate had changed by 
the death of one of the heirs, "to wit (Keziah)". The portion had 
been $1,057 for the widow and $523 for each child. Now it was 
$1,187 for the widow, and each child received $653. 

Mary and Isaac Richardson moved into the Beaufort District 
of South Carolina. The author has not located them on census 


there. 
David and Mary Lightsey had four children from the estate 


account: 


l.Kiziah Lightsey, b. ca 1800, d. pre 13 January 1825. unm. 


2.Elizabeth Lightsey, b.ca. 1807, d. 
m.1827-pre 6 Feb. 1828 Samuel Richardson. 
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David Lightsey's  Estate's Annual returns indicate that 
Elizabeth Lightsey and Samuel Richardson were both minors since 
her share of the estate was paid to Isaac Richardson as guardian 
of Samuel. On 19 March 1829, from Gadsden County, Territory of 
Florida, Samuel appointed John G. Richardson as his attorney to 
sue Isaac Richardson of Beaufort District, South Carolina for all 
money owed him. On 13 April 1829 S.C. Richardson received $757.64 
from Isaac Richardson, guardian of Samuel. This was "on account 
of his portion in right of his wife of the estate of David 


Lightsey". 

On 21 February 1830, Samuel Richardson signed a receipt 
stating that he had received of Isaac Richardson, Senior, " the 
full and just sum of my right of dower...of property of David 
Lightsey." l 


Information from Ann Davis of Darien, Georgia states that: 


Samuel and Elizabeth Lightsey Richardson moved to Chatham 
County, Georgia prior to the 1840 census. He was dead by 1888. 
Her date of death is unknown. They had the following children: 

Edward F. Richardson, b. ca 1835 

Jacob W. Richardson, b. 1846 (may have died young) 
Carrie A. (Mary) Richardson b. ca. 1851 m. Brittle 
Nisa (Nicey, Nancy) Richardson, b. 1846 m. Hues or 


Hughes 


3.Catherine Lightsey b. ca 1807/13, d. 
Catherine Lightsey was under age on 4 February 1828 when 
she chose Frederick Shupard as her guardian. — 


4. Jacob Lightsey b. ca. 1813, m. Mary 


On 6 February 1828, Jacob Lightsey "a minor above the age of 
fourteen years" petitioned the court for Thomas H. . Colcock to be, 
his guardian. In this petition Jacob states he is entitled to a 
distributive share of the estate of David Lightsey, his father. 

(This guardianship paper was apparently the basis for the 
confusion in the information sent to Folks Huxford for Pioneers 

Wiregrass eoraia. In that, another Jacob Lightsey is 
incorrectly identified as being the son of David Lightsey.) 

Jacob Lightsey lived in Beaufort District, South Carolina. On 
the 1850 Beaufort census, page 20, he was 37 years old, married 
to Mary, also 37, and had the following children: l 

William Lightsey, age 15 
Christine Lightsey, age 13 
Susannah Lightsey, age 11 

Barnwell Lightsey, age 7 

Adaline Lightsey, age 2. 


Ann Davis located Jacob Lightley in Chatham County, Georgia 
in 1860. He was 48, a farmer, born in Barnwell District, South 
Carolina. His wife Mary, 45, and children: Susan A., 19, Barnwell, 
17, and Adeline 15, were also born in Barnwell District, SC. 
Children Alice 5, and Ana Lightsey, 3, born in Chatham County, 
Georgia were in the household. 
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zd The following information was provided by Ann Davis: 
| Jacob J. or J. Jacob Lightsey, b. ca. 1813, Barnwell Dist., 
SC, d. pre 1870, Chatham Co., GA. Married Mary A., maiden name 


M unknown, b. 1813-1815. The children of Jacob and Mary A. 
i Lightsey: 
1. William J. Lightsey, b. ca. 1835 Barnwell Dist., SC d. 23. 
d March 1864. Civil War prisoner. * 
; 2. Clementine A. Lightsey b. ca. 1837, d. ca. 1876. m. 


George H. Ratchford. 
3. Susan A. Lightsey b. ca. 1839-1841, m. Wm. A. Vanbrackel. 


d 4. Barnwell R. Lightsey b. 17 Feb. 1843, d. 16 Sept. 1894. 
, m. first, Emmeline M. Carter, second Elizabeth J. Cole. 
5. Mary Adeline Lightsey b. 1845-1848, Barnwell Dist., SC 


m. Emanuel B. Douglass. 
6. Alice H. Lightsey, b. ca. 1855. Chatham Co., GA m. W.H. 


a 
Blackburn. 
7. Anna H. Lightey, b. ca. 1857. 
8. George W. Lightsey ca. 1859. 
in 
: * This William J. Lightsey was previously thought to be the son 
je of Stephen Lightsey of Florida. William J. Lightsey was a Sgt. 
a ‘Co. D., 25th Georgia. He died 23 March 1864 and is buried in 
| grave 902 Rock Island, Illinois. i 
T 
5 
A 
id 
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The Fourth Generation 


Children of Susannah and John Lightsey - 
s/o George Lightsey 
s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 


Indirect Line 
George Lightsey (b. 1794/98, d. pre Jan. 1838), p.173. 
John Lightsey (b. 1796, d. 1854), p.179. 


Mary Lightsey (b. 1798, d. 1831), P- 198 


: Direct Line 3 
5 David Lightsey (b. 1800, d. 1879), p.42. L 


Indirect Line 
Elizabeth Lightsey (b.1801, d. post 1860), p. 201. 


Stephen Lightsey (b. 1804, d.1857), p. 202. 
Samuel Lightsey (b. 1806, d. 1878),p. 209. 


Jacob Lightsey (b. 1810, d. 1892), P. 221. 


Christian Lightsey, (b. 1800/1810, unknown.) See p.31. 


George Lightsey 
1794/98-1838 
s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 5/0 Johannes 

Jacob Leitzeit l 


George Lightsey Married _ | Ann ? 

b. 1794/98 pre:1820 b. 1807 

South Carolina South Carolina 
Died: pre. Jan.1838 . Died: Oct. 1870 
Jefferson Co., Florida ; Jefferson Co.,FL 


Children: 
Elizabeth Lightsey m. David B. Goodman 
ca. 1821* 8 Dec. 1837 .b.1810/20 


| Jefferson Co., FL 


*Ann's age is taken from the mortality schedule. Elizabeth's age 
is taken from census records. Either Ann was extremely young when 
she gave birth to Elizabeth or the ages are off a few years on 
the records. Either is possible. 


Henry William Lightsey m. 1.Mary M. Howell 
b. ca. 1825? ca. 1844 b. ca 1817 (1817/30) 
d.15 Dec. 1882 d. pre. Sept. 1865 


Jefferson Co., FL 
2.Adline Frances Head Walker 


m. 
14 Sept. 1865 b. 15 Oct. 1841 
d. post 1897 


Franklin Johnson 


Mary Lightsey m. 

b. ca 1831/33: 1848 b.1815/1824 ` 
SC Monticello NC 

d. Jeff. Co.,FL d.12 Jan. 1892 


Jefferson Co., FL Monticello, FL 


Clara/Clarissa Lightsey m. Jordan Fulford 
b.1835/37 14 Nov. 1867 b. 1832/33 


Jeff.Co., FL GA 


SC 
d.pre 1898 
Jefferson Co., FL 


173 


Š George Lightsey 2 
s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes 
Jacob Leitzeit S 


George Lightsey was the son of John and Susannah Lightsey of 
Colleton District, South Carolina. He was the only son known to 
have served in the War of 1812, appearing on the muster role of 
Juhan's Battalion, Capt. Ephraim Cannon's Company of Infantry of 
of South Carolina from September 28 to December 1, 1814. He was 
paid 8 dollars per month or a total of $16.50. Since he was 
probably over 16 to have served in the war, this places his birth 
date pre 1798. l 

On the 1820 U.S. Census for Colleton District, South 
Carolina, he is near his father on page 39 A and is in the 26-45 
age group indicating he may have been born in 1794 or before. The 
children in this household are too old to be his but may be some 
of his brothers and sisters as his mother had died the previous 
year. 
In 1821, a George Lightsey signed a bond with John Lightsey 
and others for John May of Colleton District, South Carolina to 
become sheriff. (South Carolina Miscellaneous Records, Volume 
722727, pages 458, 503). l 

In 1824, a George Lightsey also signed a petition for a 
public road and ferry in Colleton District. (General Assembly 
Petitions of South Carolina, John May, nd, 31546-01). 

The 1825 tax list for St. Bartholomew's Parish, Colleton 
District, showed him paying tax on 449 acres of land and 129 
acres of land plus two slaves. George could write as he signed 
his name to all these legal documents. = 

When his father died in 1829, George bought fifty pounds of 
bacon at 13 cents a pound. He bought nothing else at the estate 
sale. (Barnwell District, South Carolina Probate package for John 
Lightsey, Bundle 52, Package 1.) It may be that his own household 
was well established by that time, and he did not need the 
furniture and goods that the other sons bought. 

A George Lightsey, thought by most Co be this George, 
appears on the 1830 Orangeburg District, South Carolina census, 
which is alphabetized. He was in the 20-30 age group, but census 
ages often vary. His wife was in the same age group, which would 
be correct for Ann. There was a young male under age 5. William. 
Henry was born circa 1825. A female was in the 5-10 age group. 
Elizabeth Ann was born 1820-25. Two females under age five are 
listed. Mary was born circa 1831/33. The other is unidentified. 
Possibly a young daughter died as theix other daughter, Clarissa, 
was not born until 1827. The Orangeburg District George Lightsey 
had six slaves. No land records have been found there for him. 

He moved to Florida sometime between 1830 and 1836 as 
military records from the Indian War (Card #11880605) show him 
serving as a lst Corporal in G.W. Smith's Company of the Florida 
Military from 11 Aug. to 11 Dec. 1836. He is listed as deceased 3 
Feb. 1838. 

This was during the time of the second Seminole War. The 

isto Jet on Count Florida by Jerrell H. Shofner, page 
78 £f., states that the Indians were attacking as far west as 
Magnolia, Florida. On 17 Jan. 1838, the Seminoles attacked. They 
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- burned houses, wounded adults and killed a small child. - Nearly 
all of the able bodied men in Florida were fighting the Indians 
during this time. George may well have been wounded or weakened 
by this war and died from that. | 

He was dead by 31 January 1838, as Ann Lightsey qualified as 
administratrix of his estate in Jefferson County, Florida on that 
date. (Florida Archives, Box 136, Roll 1, page 3). Jesse Walker 
and Little Berry Parker signed securities with her. 

Stephen Lightsey and Jesse Walker were appointed to appraise 
the goods of George Lightsey, deceased. The appraisal made on 3 
February 1838, shows an estate with no real estate or Slaves at 
the time of his death. i 

On the 1840 census for Jefferson County, Florida, Ann, age 
30-40, was head of the household. If Ann were born in 1807, as 
the mortality schedule states, she was 33 in 1840. The others in 
the household have not been identified. ; l 

In 1848, according to Jefferson County Deed Book E: 577, 
dated 4 March 1848, Benjamin H. Russell sold to Ann Lightsey lots 
63 and 66 in the town of Monticello, Florida. Stephen Ellenwood 
and William Goodman witnessed the deed. MN 

y On the 1850 Jefferson County, FL census, Ann Lightsey was 
40. The only other person in her household was Clarissa Lightsey, 
who was shown as age 15, born in South Carolina. l 

Joseph Benjamin Lightsey in his diary, page 335, copied a 
letter from Joel Lightsey, son of George's brother, Stephen, of 
Sandy Ford, Jefferson Co., Florida, dated 19 September 1853, in 
which Joel said "Clara Lightsey is here and sends respects to you 


all. Aunt Ann is well." (Diary of Joseph Benjamin Lightsey 1850- 
1854.MSTAN 86.035. Mississippi Department of Archives and 


History.) l 

In 1860, Ann was 60 and Clarra was 23. Rebecca Lightsey, 
probably . Ann's grandaughter. (Henry's daughter), was in the 
household with them. l l 

The 1870 Mortality Schedule for Florida shows that Ann 
Ligtiser (sic) of Jefferson County, Florida died at age 63 in 
October of consumption. She was born in South Carolina. 

In Jefferson County Deed Book L-2:44, Henry Lightsey of said 
county deeded to A.H. McCann "all the estate of Ann Lightsey, 
deceased, and mother of said grantor." This was dated 24 January 
1870, signed by Henry Lightsey and witnessed by R.B. Whitfield 
and W.M. Girardeau. 

Most of the information on the children of Ann and George 
Lightsey came from Mrs. Maybelle Greeson of Cocoa, Florida. 

The children of Ann and George Lightsey were: 


l. Elizabeth Ann Lightsey Goodman, b. ca. 1821 

Elizabeth was born about 1821, according to census figures 
known to err in age estimates. If this figure is correct, then 
Ann, her mother who was born in 1807 would have been very young 
when she was born. 

The Ann Goodman to whom Lot 463 in Monticello is deeded in 
Jefferson County Deed Book L-Z:410 is probably Elizabeth Ann 
Lightsey who married David B. Goodman on 8 December 1837 in 
Jefferson County, Florida. Their license was signed by Jesse 
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Goodman, who had been a pastor at Elizabeth Baptist Church and 
the first pastor of the First Baptist Church of Monticello. 

David Goodman and Elizabeth have not been positively 
identified on census or other records. 


2. Henry William Lightsey (1825-1882). 


The ages for Henry Lightsey as shown on the Florida census 
figures in 1870 and 1880 vary widely. However, since Ann was his 
mother as stated in Jefferson County, FL Deed Book L-2:44, he was 
probably born after 1820. The 1830 Orangeburg District, South 
Carolina census for George Lightsey shows a son under age 5. 

A letter written by Mr. J.Q. Howell to Mr. Folks Huxford in 
1955, correcting the Huxford files on the Howell family, states 
that Mary M. Howell, the daughter of Jesse and Mary Lightsey 
Howell, married Henry Lightsey and lived in Jefferson County, 
Florida all her life, not far from her sister Elizabeth Howell 
Walker. She lived about five miles north of Aucilla, Florida. 
Census ages for Mary show her born circa 1817. However, aS so 
often noted in this book, these ages vary and serve only as an 
estimate of age. She was born sometime between 1827 and 1830. 
Mary and Henry were cousins. She died prior to September 1865. 

In 1845, according to Jefferson County Deed Book  E:230, 
Henry Lightsey of Jefferson County was indebted to George Bishop 
of Madison County, FL for $175.00 for "a piece of land situated 
about eight miles from Monticello on the Sandy Fork road. For 
security Henry pledged his crop of corn, cotton, potatoes and 
sugar Cane "now growing on the property, one sorrel mare with a 
blazed face aged eleven years." 

Henry served in the Confederate Services in Company F of the 
Florida Infantry. (Confederate Index to Compiled Service Records 

£ Confederate Soldiers, Roll 285, National Archives.) 

By 1865, Henry had married Adline Frances Head Walker. In 
Jefferson County, Deed Book K: 558, "A. Frances Lightsey, wife of 
H.W. Lightsey and formerly wife of L.Berry Walker, now 
deceased...claim the following property as my separate estate: 
The North-East quarter of the North East quarter. of Section Five 
Township one South of Range Five East containing forty acres more 
or less, one sorrel horse fifteen years old with one eye, one 
horse waggon and seven head of hogs..." H.W. Lightsey 
acknowledged on this deed the claim of Frances to her separate 
estate and claimed Homestead. This was dated 29 December 1868. 
It was signed by W.H. and A.F. Lightsey and witnessed by W.A. 
Lindsey and Ann Lightsey. 

Henry and Frances Lightsey were on the 1870 and 1880 
Jefferson County census records with their family. Henry is shown 
as having aged 25 years between the 1870 and 1880 census records. 
Their children, as named on the census, are: Caroline, Rebecca, 
George, Marry, Helen, Ella, Emma and baby. By 1880, Julia, 
Clara, Willie, “John and Thomas were added and Laura Walker, 
Frances's daughter, is in the household. l 

On 24 October 1870, Henry Lightsey, Franklin Johnson and 
Mary Johnson, his wife; Jordan Fulford and Clara Fulford, his 
wife, deeded to Ann Goodman, a lot in the town of Monticello, 
Jefferson County, Florida, Lot #63. This was signed by Henry 
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Lightsey, J.L. Roberts, William McKay, Mary Johnson, Jordan 
Fulford and Clara Fulford, and witnessed by Wiley Barwick and 
Johel West on 24 October 1870. (Jefferson Co., FL Deed Book L- 
72:410.) mM 
Henry died on 15 December 1882 of chronic dysentery 
contracted in or during the war in the year 1864, according to 
the pension application from his widow Frances on 15 July 1897. 
She stated he served in Wiley Barwick's Company at  Aucilla, 
Jefferson Co., Florida in 1864. Thomas Letchworth and Martin 
Bishop stated that they served with Henry in the Confederate 
Service. A.D. and J.W. Walker testified that they knew A. 
Frances Lightsey. (Claim for Pension by A.. Frances Lightsey, 
widow of Henry Lightsey, late of Wiley Barwick Company, 21 July 
1897, #1141). 

Henry and Mary M. Howell Lightsey had four children: 

1. Caroline Lightsey, b. 15 Nov. 1845, d. 30 May 1924. 

Jefferson Co., FL., bu. Walker Cem., Jefferson Co. Married 

25 Jan. 1871 in Jefferson Co., FL to William Berry Walker, 

b. ca. 1840, d. 16 Oct. 1888, bu. Walker Cem. 

2. Rebecca Lightsey, b. July 1852, d. post 1900, unm. 

3. George Henry Lightsey, b. 2 Nov. 1853, d. 7 Jul. 1918, 

Jefferson Co., FL. Married 14 Oct. 1875 to Laura R. Andrews, 

b. 11 May 1857, d. 3 Sept. 1896. 

4. Mary Lightsey, b. 1858. 


After Mary Howell Lightsey's death, Henry married Adeline 
Frances Head Walker, widow of Little Berry Walker. Henry and 
Adeline Frances Lightsey had six children: 
5. Ella Jane Lightsey, b. 3 Nov. 1866, Aucilla, Jefferson 
Co., FL. Married 12 Oct. 1893, Jefferson Co. to Hade 
Wiliams. 
6. Emma Elizabeth Lightsey, b. 10 Mar. 1868, Aucilla, 
Jefferson Co, Fl., d.. 7 Oct. 1942. Married 3 Feb. 1884, 
William M. Kersey, b. 1 Nov. 1860, d. 21 Aug. 1946. 
7. Julia Ann Lightsey, b. 20 Nov. 1869, Aucilla, FL, d. 8 
Oct. 1942. Married Allen Windham. 
8. Clara Shanley Lightsey, b. 6 July 1872, Jefferson Co., 
FL, d. 15 Jan. 1944 Greenville, Madison Co., FL. Married 
19 Jan. 1892, Jefferson Co., FL to John Benjamin Bishop, b. 
11 Apr. 1892. Jefferson Co., FL, d. 3 Apr. 1934, Madison 
Co., FL. ' i 
9. William Willis Lightsey, b. 12 Oct. 1874, Aucilla, FL, 
m. 23 Feb. 1899, Jefferson Co., FL to Elizabeth E. Chapman. 
10. John Edwin Lightsey, b. 25 Sept. 1876, d. 1961. Married 
26 Dec. 1901 Jefferson Co., FL to Mary Harp. 
11. Thomas Head Lightsey, b. 17 May 1879. Married ca. 1906 


to Lorenia. 


3. Mary Lightsey (1831-1904). 
Mary Lightsey was born about 1831, according to census 


records. She married Franklin S. Johnson (1823-1892) in 1848 in 
Jefferson County, Florida. 
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. The 1860 Jefferson County census, Monticello, page 79 shows 
them with the following children: John, 10, Budd, 5, Florida, 3, 
Charles, 11 months. Clarra Lightsey is also listed. 

Mary Lightsey and Franklin S. Johnson had .the following 
children according to Maybelle Greeson's records: 

John Johnson (1850-1913) 

William Budd Johnson (1855-72) 

Florida Johnson (1857-7?) 

Charles Henry Johnson (1849-1927) m. Sarah Lamb 

Julia S. Johnson (1864-?) 


4. Clara (Clarisa) Lightsey (1832/37-pre 1898). 

Clara was first named in Ann Lightsey's household on the 
1850 census of Monticello, Jefferson County, Florida, page 2B. 
Clarissa ‘Lightsey was 15, born in South Carolina. In 1860, Clara 
Lightsey was 23, in her mother Ann's household, page 81/943, 
taken on 2 Sept. 1860 in Monticello, Florida. ` Her sister's 
household, F. Johnson, page 79, 27 Aug. 1860, Monticello, also 
shows a Clarra Lightsey, age 16, b. in Florida. This Clarra has 
not been identified. It is possible that Clara was counted twice 
with a total mistake being made on the Johnson census as to her 
age and place of birth. No other Clara/Clarissa is known in any 
of the other Lightsey households. 

Clara married Jordan Fulford 14 November 1867, according to 
Je£ferson County Marriage Book C:338. He was a carpenter. 

Their daughter Sallie is listed on the 1880 census as age 9, 
born in Georgia. Jefferson County Deed Book ^:239, dated 3 May 
1898 shows "Sallie Defee and J.Y. Defee, her husband of Tarant 
(sic) County, Texas." This deed says " the said Sarah Fulford, 
late of Jefferson County, Florida" is deeding property in 


Jefferson County, Florida. 


JOHN LIGHTSEY 
(1796-1854) 
s/o- Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o 


s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 


John Lightsey Married: 

b. 17 Sept. 1796 26 Jan. 1815 
Barnwell/Colleton, SC 

d. 26 Jan. 1854 

Jasper Co., MS 

Bu: Paulding Cem. 

Grave not found 


Children: 

1. Mary Lightsey unmarried 
Covington Co., MS 

b. 2 Sept. 1817 

d. Oct.1820 

Jasper Co., MS 


m. 
2.John Edward Lewis Lightsey 15 Feb. 1839 


b. 10 Dec. 1819 Jasper Co., MS 
Covington Co., MS l 

d. 13 June 1896 

Jasper Co., M 

Old Lightsey Cem. 

Jasper Co., MS 


m. 
3.Ann Elizabeth Lightsey Aug. 1842 
b. 16 Jan. 1822 Jasper Co., MS 
Covington/Jones Co., MS l 
d. May 1862 
Jasper Co., MS- 
bu:Paulding Cem. 


m. 
. 4. George Linder Lightsey 7 Nov.1850 


b. 11 Aug. 1823/24 
Jones Co., MS 

d. 12 Mar. 1903 
Jasper Co., MS 

bu: Montrose Cem., 
Montrose, MS 


George Lightsey, 


` Barbara Linder 


b. 23 Sept. 1797 
Sc 

d. 9 May 1862 
Jasper Co., MS 
Paulding Cem. 
Grave not found 
d/o John Linder 


Caroline Tracy Rhodes 
b. 31 May 1824 

. d.29 May 1894 
Jasper Co., MS 


Old Lightsey Cem. 
Jasper Co., MS 


Newman McKinstry 
b. 1814 


. d.13 Mar.1875 
Jasper Co., MS 
Paulding Cem. 


Candis T. Parker 
b. 1832 


d. 81861 


Military:CSA; 2nd Lt., 5th Mississippi, Jasper Co., MS 


m. 
5.Susannah B.H. Lightsey 26 Feb. 1844 
b.26 Aug. 1824 Jasper Co., MS. 


d.unknown 
possibly Newton Co., MS 
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. William T. Powe 
b.21 Aug.1822 
unknown 
d.unknown 


6 David A. Lightsey 
b. 28 Nov. 1828 

Jones Co., MS 

d. 19 Dec. 1904 

Jones Co., MS 

bu. Hickory Grove Cem. 
Laurel, MS 


2 Oct. 1851 
Jasper Co., MS 


Margaret Ann Grayson 
b.31 Mar. 1831 


d.24 Sept. 1918 
Jones Co., MS 
Hickory Grove Cem. 
d/o Samuel C. Grayson 
& Mary Ann Chapman 


Military: Pvt. CSA, Co. K, 37th Mississippi, Jasper Co. 


m. 


7. Joseph Benjamin Lightsey 2 Feb. 1854 


b. 4 Sept. 1831 
Jones Co., MS 
d. 31 Mar. 1919 
Louin, MS 


Jasper Co., MS 


Mary E, Moore 

b. 16 Oct. 1836 
Florida 

d. 18 Aug. 1879 
bu.Old Pleasant Hill 


Jasper Co., MS 


d/o Levi & Spencer Moore 


2nd. wife 
21 July 1880 


Sarah Elizabeth Hinton 
b. l 
d.@1898 


d/o James Hinton 
Military: CSA, Co. K, 37th Mississippi Regiment, Jasper Co. 
Joseph Benjamin Lightsey's diary is now a part of the 
genealogical collection of the Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History in Jackson, Mississippi. 


8. Richard Thomas Hansfort Lightsey 


b. 28 Jan. 1834 
Jasper Co., MS 
d. 3 Oct. 1862 
Iuka/Corinth, MS 


15 Aug. 1860 
Jasper Co., MS 


Elizabeth Sumrall 
b. 


d. 


Died CSA, Company K. 37th Regiment Mississippi, Jasper Co. 


9. Sarah Mehetabel Lightsey 


b. 23 March 1836 
Jasper Co., MS 
d.2 Sept. 1843 
Jasper Co., MS 


10. Mary Lightsey 
b. 28 Dec. 1838 
Jasper Co., MS 
d. 6 Apr. 1844 
Jasper Co., MS 


1l. Isabella F. Lightsey 
b. 1842/43 
d. 


unmarried 


m. 
1860/62 


Married second: 
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Russell P. Moore 


d.Summer, 1862 
Columbus, MS 

s/o Levi & Spencer 
Moore 

James McCormick 


John Lightsey 
j (1796-1854) - 
s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 
s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit i 


John Lightsey was born 17 September 1796 and died 26 January 
1854. According to the diary of his son, Joseph Benjamin 
Lightsey, he married Barbara Linder on 26 January 1815. 
Barbara/Barbary Linder, was born 23 September 1797 and died 29 May 
1869. Family Data Sheets from Lerlene Covington and Bill Linder 
say that Barbara Linder was the daughter of John Lewis Linder. 
Mrs. Covington writes that Barbara Linder's mother may have been 
Mary Murphy. 

John and Barbara Linder Lightsey probably came to 
Mississippi in 1817, the year it became a state. He is listed on 
the 1818 Green County, Mississippi Tax List. ` | 

On the 1820 Covington County, Mississippi census, John and 
Barbara Lightsey had two children under the age of ten, Mary and 
John Edward Lewis Lightsey. 

By 1830, Jones County was formed from parts of Covington 
and Wayne County. John and Barbara were listed on the Jones 
County census with seven children. Mary Lightsey had died at age 
three in 1820. Only five other children were known to have been 
born prior to 1830; John E.L., Ann Elizabeth, . George Linder, 
Susannah  B.H., and David A. Lightsey. So there are two 
unidentified females, under age 5, on this census. 

Joseph Benjamin Lightsey. was born 4 September 1831 in Jones 
County, Mississippi, the seventh child of John and Barbara 
Lightsey. ech ' 

In his articles for the Jasper County Review, Montrose, 
Mississippi, Joseph Benjamin wrote in the 30 October 1913 issue 
on page 4: 

"ns father, just after I was born, commenced building log 
cabins, or rather continued. He remained but a little time at a 
place but would sell out his claim and move and build another, as 
a sample of the houses he built...My father in moving to Jasper 
in 1832 settled the place now owned by Tom Newell...My father's 
next cabin was at Pleasant Hill, Jasper County; here my father 
killed a large panther with his unfailing rifle, it was but 200 
yards from the house...the next move he landed. in the place now 
known as Paulding, and the next year 1835 Paulding.and Jasper 
County were named and officers were elected, and the first court 
held in a little log cabin with a hewed log floor." 

Actually, Jasper County was formed on 3 December 1833, 
according to all other sources. When the first election was held 
in 1834, John Lightsey was elected to the first police board 
according to various sources including. Jasper... County . 

ississi 1840 & 1850 Federal Census 866 State Census by 
Patricia N. Edwards & Jean Strickland. 

John Lightsey first appeared on the Jasper County personal 
tax rolls in 1834. He received two land patents on 27 January 
1834, #758 and 759. These were located in Section 34, Township 2, 
Range 12 East. Later he would receive other patents in Sections 


32 and 33. 
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In 1840, .on the Jasper County census, John and Barbara 
Lightsey had five males and four females. The children born since 
the last census were Joseph Benjamin, Richard Thomas  Hansfort, 
Sarah Mehetabel, and Mary. John E.L. was married and head of his 
own household by 1840, so one male is unidentified. 

In 1841, John Lightsey and Isham H. Clayton received a land 
patent together in Section 26, Township 2, Range 12. In his 
diary, Joseph Benjamin noted that "The first Mills that were put 
up near Paulding were by my father and Isham Clayton, father of 
Pink and George; the Dooly and Underwood mills on Okacheema, or 
Good Water Creek." l | 

The 1850 Jasper County census listed John Lightsey, age 53, 
and Barbara, age 52, both born in South Carolina. Also listed 
were George L., 26; David, 21; Joseph, 17; Richard, 16; and 
Isabella, 7; all born in Mississippi. The. 1850 slave census shows 
John Lightsey with five slaves. 

In his newspaper articles quoted earlier, Joseph Benjamin 
also states: T 

"Paulding had two hotels; my father was propriator of one 
and Jessie Hyde the other. As an incident of the. kind of metal 
that my mother was made of: at one time she was preparing the 
dinner table when a lawyer came in a little boozy and told my 
mother than he wanted dinner immediately. She told him to wait a 
few minutes until the other boarders came. He stepped to the 
table and taking hold of one corner said 'I'l11 turn this table 
over if you don't give me my dinner right now.' My mother grabbed 
up a large carving knife and said, "If you do, I'11 cut your head 
off sir.' He turned loose the table and said, *I believe you 
would do it'." e 

Joseph Benjamin also noted in these articles: 

"The land in Jasper county was fertile, producing fine corn 
and cotton crops, also potatoes; we knew nothing of fertilizing, 
excepting with cow peas...The land was covered with switch cane 
which averaged from eight to ten feet high. There were but few 
bushes growing here then, the cattle stayed fat the year 
round...and this country then was a hunter's paradise, deer and 
turkeys went in droves." . 

"My father sold his drove of cattle, about 500 head, about 
the time he moved and purchased a family of negroes, consisting 
of a man, his wife and one child. He bought a farm of level black 
jack land about a mile and a half north of Paulding; here I 
learned to hoe corn and dig potatoes, going to school at 
intervals..." 

On 8 July 1853, he answered a letter from John A. Lightsey 
of Monticello, Florida saying "...this letter leaves us all well 
or nearly so as we have had a tolerable dry spell until the 4th 
day of July we had a fine rain. We have all of us fine crops this 
year there is 10 hands of us working my father this year and we 
tend about 150 acres of land. My father has 13 negroes at this 
time 3 men 5 women the rest are children. I am still living with 
my father he gives me 10 dollars a month and the chance of making 
a small crop for myself. I and Dick have 2 acres in cotton 2 in 
corn and 1 in pinders which we tend of Saturday morning and 
mornings before breakfast it is my fathers rule to give his 
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every Saturday evening to work for themselves so that 


negroes 
" 


every one can make some 25 dollars apiece during the year E 

On 23 September 1853, he wrote in his diary:"I worked the 
road today I got home about night My father has been very sick 
today fever and ague". In a letter, dated 1 October 1853, to 
John A. Lightsey of Florida, he said ..." My father has been in 
a bad state of health." Later in December, on. the tenth, he 


reported to Cornelius Lightsey, his cousin in Magnolia, Clinch ` 


County, Georgia, "our family are all well with the exception of 
my father who is in very low state of health and has been for 
considerable time..." On 21 December he entered in his diary, 
"...went up for Dr. Hough to come see my father as he is very 
sick." 
On 25 January 1854, he said "...father very bad...all of my 
fathers children here tonight". Finally, came the entry on 26 
January 1854, pages 377-8, "Very cloudy and warm this morning My 
father is still very low We had to set up with him all night long 
and we had to turn him in the bed every few minutes His throat is 
so swollen that he can not articulate a word...Death is certain 
This brought vividly to my mind at present from the fact that my 
father now lies cold in the embrace. Friday, the 27, " I got up 
this morning at 3 o clock and sat with my fathers body until 
daylight. After breakfast I went down to the Paulding graveyard 
to select a spot to bury my father and set the negroes to digging 
the grave After dinner we attended to the funeral...I came home 
after the burial was over Oh how lonesome it is to miss from the 
fireside one who has ever been so kind and affectionate to me." 
On Saturday, 28 January, 1854, Joseph Benjamin stated, "I 
wrote letters to Uncle Stephen and Uncle Jacob...the mail will 
not run until the 30th and I will then write them in my journal". 
He later revealed that his father died intestate, but that 
all the heirs agreed to their mother's plan to settle the estate. 
On page 383 of his diary, he. wrote the details: "I will now 
give particulars...13 negroes in all, all one family the head of 
which is Margre has 5...The heirs decided to divide among the 
married children So David has Margret and her child John has 
Emily her eldest George has Coleman her next to oldest Mr. 
McKinstry has Sam the next in age W.T. Powe has Harret a girl of 
another family And there is left on the place for me to make a 
crop with, John, Stephen, William, Jack, Biner: Tempy Tiner will 
cook and wash. I work and have part of the crop as pay Mine is to 
be 2 shares of what is made There are two small negroes Omelia 
and Member that stay at the home place These are all this is 
surplus Richard is not of age so no share yet He has to go to 
school and get what he can make of Saturdays Isabella is also to 
go to school A11 that is made over goes to support Mother." 
| John Lightsey's gravestone has not been located in  Paulding 
if one was ever placed on his grave. Barbara Linder has not 
been located on the 1860 or later census, nor has her gravestone 
been found. Joseph Benjamin discontinued his diary, which was of 
such great value to those researching this family, when he 
married in 1853. 
In the newspaper articles he wrote, he said that his parents 
had eleven children, "3 of them dying in their infancy, left 8 
that reached the years of maturity all marrying and having 
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families from which sprung all the Lightseys, excepting from 
Uncle David, my fathers .brother, who came here at the same time 
that my father did; so all the Lightseys are related". 

The eleven children of John and Barbara Linder Lightsey 


were: 


1. Mary Lightsey, b. 2 Sept. 1817, d. Oct. 1820. 


2. John Edward Lewis Lightsey, b. 10 Dec. 1819, d. 13 June 1896, 
m. 15 Feb. 1839, Caroline Tracy Rhodes, b. 31 May 1824, d. 29 
May 1894, bu. Old Lightsey Cem. Jasper Co., MS. 


John E. L. Lightsey was first first shown on record on the 
1820 Covington County, Mississippi as a male under age ten in the 
household of his parents. He was still in their 1830 household 
in Jones County, Missisippi. y 

On 15 February 1839, John E. L. and Caroline Tracy Rhodes 
were married, according to Joseph Benjamin Lightsey's diary. This 
does not agree with the date given in The Journal of Mississippi 
History, Volume VIII, #4, page 196, quoting from the Mississippi 
Free Trader and Natchez Weekly Gazette which gave this notice: 
"John L.E. Lightsey married Caroline Rhodes 5 March 1840." 

By 1840, John Lightsey, Jr. and Caroline Rhodes Lightsey 
were listed on the Jasper County census. 

. By 1850 when they were next door to David Lightsey, John's 

uncle, they had five children, John C.L., age 9; Barbara Ann, age 
7; Sarah A., age 7, Mary E. age 5, and Susan E., age 2, according 


to the census. l 
Two more children were added by the 1860 census, Joseph 


Benjamin, age 8, and G.R., age 1l. 

In his diary, Joseph Benjamin wrote often of his brother 
John. He wrote in his entry on 24 January 1854 of John's family: 
"...they have had 7 children 6 of them now living and 1 dead. 
Their oldest a boy they named John Charles Lewis Lightsey, 2nd 
twin girls Sarah Ann & Barbara Ann, 4rth child a girl Mary E., 5th 
a girl named Susannah, pth a girl died without a name, 7th and 
last as yet a boy named for me, Joseph Benjamin Lightsey." 

Listed on the Civil War Index in Company E, Mississippi 
Infantry State Troops, is John L. Lightsey, probably John Edward 
Lewis Lightsey. 

' By the 1860 census, only Susan, Joseph, and George (who was 
listed as a female) were at home with their parents. Susan and 
George were still living with their parents in 1880, ages 31 and 


20. 
These are the descendants of John Edward Lewis and Caroline 


Rhodes Lightsey as compiled to date: 
l. John Charles Lewis Lightsey, b. 21 Feb. 1841, d. 30 Dec. 
1928., bu. Old Salem Cem., Jasper Co., MS. 
m. 6 Jan. 1868, Sarah Elizabeth Weeks, b. 11 Sept. 1849, 
d. 21 Jan. 1929, bu. Old Salem. 
According to a story told to Laurie St. Paul, when Sarah 
Weeks heard that her husband had died, she said "Then I don't 
want to live any more." She died within the next month. 
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The children of John C.L. and Sarah Weeks Lightsey were: 
1. Dukes L. Lightsey, b. 23 Jan. 1871, d. 6 May 1931, bu 
Old Salem, unmarried. 
2. Mary C. (Mamie) Lightsey, b. ca. 1873. 
3. George Washington Lightsey, b. 20 June 1876, died 13 
Jan. 1951.m. Cornelia Ann McDevitt, b. 15 Oct. 1877, 
d. 6 Sept. 1948. Both bu. St. Michael's Cem., 
Paulding, MS. 
1. Lucy Isabella Lightsey, b. June 1899. 
2. George Cornelius Lightsey, d. 6 Nov. 1901, bu 
Catholic Church Cem. Pauldirig, MS 
3. Annie Lightsey, d. ca. 1935, age early 30's. 
m. an Adams. 
4. Sarah Lightsey m. a Commagere 
5. Ernest Lamar Lightsey l 
6. Nellie Olivia Lightsey, b. 8 Apr. 1908, m. 
Philip Francis Monte, b. 24 Oct. 1900, d. 
24 Oct. 1961. mE. 
1. Annie Laurie Monte, b. 20 Jan. 1931 
m. Hugh de la Vergne St. Paul, b. 13 Nov. 
1929. 
2. Phillip Francis Monte, Jr. b. 3 July 1934, 
m. Caroline Catherine Gately Ze 
3. Nellie Cornelia Monte, b. 9 Apr. 1943 
m. Maj. John Moisuk, Jr. USMC. 


4. David A. Lightsey, ca. 1877, d. post 6 May 1937, m. 
Anne Turner. l 
An obituary for Bryant Lightsey was published in the 6 
May 1937 issue of the Jasper County News. 
".. accidental death of Bryant Lightsey. Survived by 
widow and two small children, his parents Mr. and Mrs. D.A. 
Lightsey, four brothers: ^ Ransom, Clarence, Lonel, all of 
Heidleberg and Dave of Pachuta, Mississippi and six sisters: Mrs. 
Zora Lightsey, Mrs. Louise Livingston, Mrs. Ethel Livingston, 
Mrs. Lottie Livingston, Miss Massora Lightsey, all of Heidelberg, 
and Mrs. Alva Blackwell of Montrose, buried at Philadelphia 
Cemetery, May 6, 1937." 
The 4 November 1937 issue had this account of a 
Lightsey family reunion: l l l 
"Attending the Lightsey family reunion, 17 October 1937, 
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. S.J. Lightsey, Heidelberg, 
Mississippi; Mr. and Mrs. Ransom Lightsey and boys, Johnnie Mac 
and Richard; Miss Missouri Lightsey; Mr. and Mrs. Stafford 
Livingston and children: Elvin, James, Allen and Shirley Jean; 


Mr.Alfred Livingston." 


5. Samuel R. Lightsey, b. 27 Nov. 1879. 
bu. Old Salem Cem. Jasper Co.,MS. 

6. Jennie Lightsey, b. 18 Feb. 1885, d. 5 Aug. 1949, bu. 
Old Salem. Unmarried. l 


2. Barbara Ann Lightsey, b. 18 Mar. 1843, d. 7 Mar. 1912, bu. 
Philadelphia Cem., Heidelberg, MS. m. 15 Mar. 1867, John 


Valentine Rowell. 
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1. Twins, died infants, bu. Philadelphia Cem. 
- 2. Kirby Ray Rowell, m. Truman Lightsey, d/o Samuel Joseph 
Lightsey, s/o Francis Jacob Lightsey s/o David Lightsey, 

3. Sarah Ann Lightsey, twin of Barbara Ann, b. 18 Mar. 1843, 
d. 23 Apr. 1921, bu. Neely Cem. Jasper Co., m. 29 Dec, 
1868, John R. Neely, Jr. 

4. Mary Elizabeth Lightsey, b. 26 May 1845, d. 15 Sept. 1920, 
m. 9 Nov. 1865, Francis Jacob Lightsey. (See Francis Jacob 
Lightsey, s/o David, s/o Susannah and John, s/o George, s/o 
Johannes Jacob Lightsey for this family.) 

5. Susannah Eliza Lightsey, b. 13 Mar. 1848, d. 17 Dec. 1916, 
m. 23 Nov. 1887, Jacob Francis Ulmer. 

6. Carolyn Lightsey, b. 20 Aug. 1851, d. 1852/53. 

7. Joseph Benjamin Lightsey, b. 19 Apr. 1853, d. 10 Apr. 
1941, bu. Philadelphia Cem., Heidleberg, Jasper Co., MS, 

m. Mary Ella Price, b. ca 1858. 
1. Oliver R. Lightsey, ca. 1875, m. first 16 Dec. 1894, 
i Delina Buncum, second, 17 Jan. 1903, Idel Waldrup, 
third,30 Jan. 1916, Inez McLaurin. 
2. Susan E. Lightsey, b. ca. 1878 
3. Joseph Benjamin Lightsey, Jr., d. pre 30 Dec. 1937. 
4. Annie C. Lightsey, b. 4 Nov. 1880, d. 16 Dec. 1937. 
m. M.T. McClelland. 
Obituary in Jasper County News, 30 Dec. 1937, page 1l. 
"Mrs. Annie C. McClellan, widow of M.T., 57 years of 
age, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Lightsey, who survive, 
also surviving brothers O.R., F.J. and H.E.  Lightsey 
all of Heidelberg and a sister Mrs. George McClellan. 
5. Frank J. Lightsey, b. 14 July 1884, d. 13 July 1941. 
m. Rolna L. Waldrup. "M 
6. H. E. (Howard Earnest?) Lightsey, m. 2 Oct. 1912 Eleanor 
Holland, m. second 26 Oct. 1924, Lillian Giter ?? 
7. Rebecca Lightsey, b. 11 Feb. 1856, died young. 
8. George H. Richard Lightsey, b. 3 May 1860, d. 22 Dec. 
1916, bu. Old Providence Church Cem. about 3 miles 


north of Hattiesburg, MS. 


Marriage records for this family were found in the Mississippi 


Marriages Prior to 1926. This file is located in the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History, Jackson, Mississippi. 


3. Ann Elizabeth Lightsey, b. 16 Jan. 1822, d. May 1862, bu. 
Paulding Cem., Jasper Co., MS. m. Aug. 1842, Newman McKinstry, b. 
1814, d. 13 Mar. 1875, bu. Paulding Cem. l 
l. John Thomas McKinstry, b. ca. 1843-44. 
2. Elijah H. McKinstry, b. ca. 1846. . 
3. George Carson McKinstry, b. ca. 1849,m. ca. 1877 Laura 
4. Unnamed boy McKinstry, Oct. 1850/ Sept. 1853, d. 10 Sept. 
1853, bu. Paulding Cem. a 
5. Sarah F. McKinstry, b. ca. 1855, d. 5 May 1863, 8 years 
old. (Tombstone says b. 1853, d. 5 May 1863, 8 years old). 


6. Isabella McKinstry, b. ca. 1858. 
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4. George Linder Lightsey, b. 11 Aug. 1823/24, Jones County, MS, 
d.12 March 1903, bu. Montrose Cem. Montrose, MS; m. Candice 
T. Parker, b. ca. 1832, d. ca. 1861. e 
George ' Linder Lightsey served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 5th 
Mississippi during the Civil War. l 
He and Candice Parker Lightsey had the following children: 
1. Ann B. Lightsey, b. 1852, m. a Mr. Ivey/Ivy. 
2. George G/J Lightsey, b. 1857, m. 8 Nov. 1876 Mary 
C.Cochran, b. ca. 1861. They had 3 children: Henry, Ca. 
1878, Mary E., ca. 1879, Lanora A. Lightsey, b. Mar. 1880. 
3. Arthur W. Lightsey, b. 1859/61 . "E 
4. Mary Alice Lightsey, b. Aug. 1869/70 


5. Susannah B. H. Lightsey, b. 26 Aug. 1824. M. 26 Feb. 1844, 
William Thrashley Powe, b. 21 Aug. 1822 in Wayne County, MS. 


On the 1850 Jasper County census,  Susannah and William Powe 
had two children, Sarah A., age 5, and William G.H. Powe, age 1. 

Joseph Benjamin Lightsey wrote in his diary on 21 August 
1853: "...Today I witnessed the death of Charles D. Powe son of 
my sister Susannah this was a very interesting little fellow just 
beginning to talk his disease was pneumonia." | 

8 September 1853, he wrote: "I ditched some this morning 
Then went to the burying of another of W.T. Powe's children a 
babe but weeks old the- laid it by the side of the one that died 
Sunday two weeks There now is side by side three of Mr. Powes 
children he has only two living". He had written to his cousin 
Joel W. Lightsey 5 Aug. 1853 and entered it in his diary in 
September that "...I must also announce the birth of another son 


to Mr. Powe." 
By the 1860 Jasper County census, Susannah and Mr. Powe have 


. the following children listed: S.A., female, age 13; W.G.H., 


male, age 11; S.R., male; age 5; and E.E., male, age 3. Sometime 
about 1869 they moved to Newton County, Mississippi. Probably 
they both died in that county. Their graves have not been 
located. 
An incomplete list of the children of Susannah and William 
Powe includes: . l 
l. Sarah Ann/Ann S. Powe, b. 1845/47. 
2. -Unnamed son, died young l 
3. William G.H. Powe/ George W. Powe, b. 1849/50, d. 1904, 
bu. Newton, MS. M. Mary Jane Arabella Chapman, b. 26 Apr. 
1852, d. 13 May 1938. l 
Children include: Bessie Powe 1874-1949, unm., Samuel 
Powe; Claude Powe, m. 10 Nov. 1915, Maude White; Fred 
Powe, b. 1880, d. 20 Aug. 1904, Newton, MS. Pauline Powe 
m. Frank Jones; Leila Mae Powe, d. Aug. 1818. md. William 


M. Langley. 

4. Unnamed son, died infant. 

5. Charles David Powe, b. ca. 1851/2, d. 21 Aug. 1853. 

6. Samuel Richard Powe, b. 14 Aug. 1854, d. 11 Mar. 1914, 
Newton, MS. : 
His uncle Joseph Benjamin Lightsey wrote his obituary: 
"We are pained to chronicle the death of my nephew, S.R. 

Powe...His father W.T. Powe was a lawyer, his mother was the 
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daughter of John and Barbara Lightsey ...They (his parents) have 
been dead for several years so has the oldest brother. Dick as we 
called him leaves two brothers and four sisters..." 
7. E.E./Elijah E. Powe, b. 23 Dec. 1856, d. 19 Jan. 1931, 
Newton, MS. M: Rose Clark, b. 1862, Illinois. 
1. Victor Powe, b. 8 May 1893, d. 1939, Newton, MS. m. 
Mamie Hunter, b. 19 Aug. 1896. . 
2. William Clark Powe, m. Mabel Gilmore, b. 1893, d. 14 
June 1936, Troy, AL 
3. Frank Powe m. Lorice? 
4. Richard Powe b. 1903, d. 1904. . l 
8. Clara Jane Powe, b. 1858 m. Robert Clay Boyd, b. 25 July 
1845, d. Dec. 1920. BEE 
1 9. Claudie Powe, m. Horace E. Doolittle: Children: Richard, 
Eugene, Sayde M. Doolittle. Sayde married a Davis from 
Leland,MS. 2 . 

10. Ann Powe m. a Baines Austin. Liveđ in Greenwood, MS. 

ll. Archer Powe, b. 9 June 1865, d. 2 Jan. 1945. Bu. Knights 
of Pythias Cem. Newton, MS. m. Elizabeth (Lizzie) 
Doolittle, b. 14 Sept. 1872, d. 25 Nov. 1966. 

1. William Thrashley Powe, b. 4 May 1894, d. 11 Aug. 
1963. 
2. Ellie Mae Powe 1898-1951. | 
3. Clarence Powe, b. 19 Sept. 1900, d. 15 June 1948. 
4. Edgar Allen Powe, b. 16 Aug. 1907, d. 5 May 1968. 
12. Mamie Powe, b. 19 July 1868, d. 15 Aug. 1952. Name of first 
husband not given. Second, Louis R. Tidwell. 


6. David A. Lightsey was born 24/28 November 1828 and died 19 
December 1904. He is buried in Hickory Grove Cemetery in 
Laurel, Jones County, MS. On 2 October 1851, he married 
Margaret Ann Grayson, b. 31 Mar., 1831, d. 24 Jul. 1919, bu. 
Hickory Grove Cem. She was the daughter of Samuel and Mary Ann 
Chapman Grayson. g 

In 1850, David A. Lightsey, age 21, was named in his father 
David Lightsey's household. 

On 2 October 1851, his brother, Joseph Benjamin Lightsey, 
wrote in his diary, "I knocked about today doing almost nothing 
brother David was married this evening to Margret A Grayson my 
brother very sick and could scarce sit up enough to go throu the 
seremony...they had sent and brought Margret Mr. ` Robinson 
performed the seremony...the wedding we went over to Graysons to 
the supper had a fine...but neither the bride nor the groom wer 
ther to help to eat it." 

On 25 June 1852, the diary entry said, "We had a good rain 
last night Still a raining this morning I went to the school 
house this morning but our master did not come...about 9  oclock 
came home I went to work on the rice dam...until almost night 
then went up to my brother Davids to look at his crop and stay 
| all night for the first time since he has been housekeepkin. 

Later, Joseph Benjamin wrote to his Cousin Cornelius 
Lightsey in Georgia, dated 10 September 1853, "David and Margaret 
have one child, a daughter." . l 

By the 1860, Jasper County, Mississippi census David and 
Margaret Lightsey's family had added a female, J.C., age 6 and a 
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male, C.J., age 2. These were Julia Caroline and Charles James 


Lightsey. S 
David A. Lightsey served in Company K, 37th Mississippi 


Regiment with his brothers Joseph Benjamin and Richard T.H. 
Lightsey during the Civil War. He and Joseph Benjamin were 
furloughed and later rejoined their company in Georgia. While 
there he visited with his wife's Uncle David Dixon. 

David died in 1904. His wife Margaret lived until 1918. 

In his articles for the Jasper County Review newspaper 
in 1912, Joseph Benajmin wrote, "The men living in and around 
town were Samuel Grayson, father of brother David's wife; she was 
then nearly 3 years old at that time and still is living at 83; 
we two being the only persons now living who were in Paulding at 
the time of naming Jasper County and Paulding." 

David and Margaret Grayson Lightsey had the 
children: 

1. Agnes Susannah Lightsey, b. 3 Sept. 1852, d. 11 Sept. 

1917, bu. Rose Hill Cemetery, Meridian, MS, no marker. 

Married Nathaniel Joseph Sheely, b. 3 Jun. 1845, Autauga 

Co., AL, d. 10 April 1920, bu. Rose Hill Cemetery, Meridian, 


MS. 


following 


Nathaniel Sheely and his family moved from Autuaga Co., Ala 


in 1849. Nathaniel Sheely fought in Civil War under 
7 General Forrest. In 1906, Agnes and Nathaniel Sheely and 
children moved to Meridian, MS where the men of the family 

helped in the cleanup of a tornado that hit the area in April 


1906. 


The descendants of Agnes Susannah Lightsey and Nathaniel 
N Joseph Sheely, as supplied by Craig Hughes Sheely and 
Deborah Madison, were: 
1. Charles David Sheely, b. 9 Mar. 1871, Paulding, MS, 
d. 6 Oct. 1938, Meridian, MS, bu. Rosehill Cem., 
m. first, Dillon Cox, 27 April 1898. 
m. second, 27 Nov. 1907, Radie David Sutterfield, b. 4 
Oct. 1884, Kentucky, d. 21 Jul. 1949, Jackson, MS 
l. Edward Nathaniel Sheely, b.12 Sept. 1908, 
Meridian, MS, d. 28 Sept.1987. bu, Forest Lawn 
Cem., Meridian, MS. m. 3 Feb. 1933, Eula Craig 
Hughes, b. 5 Jan. 1913, d/o Charles Edward and 
Eula Lee (Herrington) Hughes. 
1. Radie Joyce Sheely, b. 5 Jun. 1934, 
m. first,10 Oct. 1953,Kleiser Reese Madison; 
m. second, 20 May 1956, Andrew Jackson Lee; 
m. third, 6 Aug. 1961, George W. Hyatt. 
1. Deborah Joyce Madison, b. 18 Jun. 1954. 
2. Stanley Eugene Lee, b. 2 Mar. 1957. 
3. Anita Faye Lee, b. 27 Apr. 1959. 
m. 12 Feb. 1988, Troy Gene Tolbird 
2. Edward Nathaniel Sheely, Jr., 25 Dec. 1940 


m. Emily Jo Gault, b. 7 July 1942. 
1. Edward Nathanial Sheely III, b. 7 Aug. 


1962. 


2. Laura Ann Sheely, b. 3 July 1964. 
m. Richard Allen Davis. = 
1. Matthew Thomas Davis, b. 21 Dec. 1981. 
2. Brithany Jo Davis, b. 24 Nov. 1988. 
2. John William Sheely, b. 6 Oct. 1911, Bolton, 
MS, d. 23 May 1980, bu. Aberdeen, MS, m. Patsey 
Patterson (Dillworth) Sheely. 

1. John Dillworth Sheely 

2. Patsey Lou Sheely 
3. Charles Grady Sheely, b. 24 June 19214, Meridian, 
MS, m. Naomi Phillips, Amory, MS. 

1. Galinda Iris Sheely, m. Watson 

2. Linda Kay Sheely, m. Miller — 

3. Larry Wayne Sheely 
4. Harold Riley (Roy) Sheely, b. 22/23 June 
1916, m. Rosemary (Rosie) Brown. 

1. Harold Riley (Roy) Sheely, Jr. 

2. Wayne Sheely 

3. Robert Sheely 

4. Patricia Sheely 


ER 2. Maggie Isabella Sheely, b. 9 March 1873, 
| Paulding, MS, d. 7 May 1937, bu. Detroit, Mich. m. 
L.D. Ricker. i 
3. Samual Nathaniel Sheely, b. 4 Nov. 1874, Paulding, 
MS, d. 10 Jan. 1947, bu. Rosehill Cem., Meridian, MS 
Sam never married. Served in Spanish/American War. 
E 4. Julia Mable Sheely, b. 13 Feb. 1877, Paulding, MS 
| death date unknown, may have died in Jasper County, 
gëf ) MS prior to the family's move to Meridian in 1906 

5. Laura Inez Sheely, b. 19 Sept. 1878, Paulding, MS, 
E . d. 30 Nov. 1958, bu. Magnolia Cem., Meridian, MS 
"o 6. Annie Mae Shéely, b. 24 Sept. 1883, Paulding, MS 
d. 30 May 1960 at Old Ladies Home, Jackson, bu 
, Rosehill Cem., Meridian, MS (Sheely plot). 
m. John Whitten, d. 1930, bu. Rosehill Cem. Only 
one in Sheely plot with a marker. 


2. Julia Caroline Lightsey, b. 27 June 1854, d. 4 June 1906. 
m. 6 Dec. 1896, A.F. Harrington, b. 24 Dec. 1848, d. 12 Aug. 
1909. 

3. Charles James Lightsey, b. 18 Nov. 1858, d. 18 Jan. 1941, 
Jackson, MS, m. 8 Nov. 1879, Mary Elizabeth Read, b. 27 Apr. 


1859, d. 7 Dec. 1933. 
1. Charles W. Lightsey, b. 23 Sept. 1880, d. 1951, 


Mobile, AL. 
2. Richard David Lightsey, b. 1 July 1884, d. 8 July 
1886. l 

; 3. Andrew Giles Lightsey, b. 24 Dec. 1886, d. 8 Mar. 
1888. 


4. Thomas Nolan Lightsey, b. 8 Dec. 1888, d. 13 
June 1952. bu. Biloxi, MS, m. 16 Dec. 1915, Annie E. 


Reedy. 
1. Beth Lightsey, b. 1 Ap. 1917, m. W.B. Perry, Jr. 
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Ñ 2. Mary Ann Lightsey, b. 7 Jan. 1920, m. Alvah E. , 
Clark. SÉ ) 
5. Eva Rae Lightsey, b. 13 June 1892. 
6. Adrain Chester Lightsey, b. 22 Feb. 1895, d. Jan. 
1965, m. 14 June 1918, Miss Vermont Thankham. 
7. Birdie Elizabeth Lightsey, b. 27 Sept. 1897. 
8. Palmer Lightsey, b. 29 Sept. 1900, d. 4 Oct. 1903. 


4. Nancy F. Lightsey, b. ca. 1867, d. pre 1880.* 
*This child was not listed in the family Bible of David A. 


Lightsey. 


7. Joseph Benjamin Lightsey, b. 4 Sept. 1831, d. 31 March 1919, 
bu. Louin, MS, Married first, 2 Feb. 1854, Mary E. Moore, b. 16 
Oct. 1836, Florida, d. 18 Aug. 1879, bu. Old Pleasant Hill Cem., 
Jasper Co., MS. d/o Levi & Spencer Moore. Married second, 21 July 
1880, S.E. (Elizabeth) Hinton, b., d. ca. 1898, d/o James Hinton. 


This seventh son of John and Barbara Linder Lightsey was a 
writer. A diary which he began in 1850 and ended just before his 
first marriage provides an interesting study of the life of the 
time. This diary also provided valuable clues to researchers 
seeking information on the Lightsey family. It is now in the 
Manuscript Department of the Mississippi State Department of 
Archives and History in Jackson, Mississippi. ` 

Joseph Benjamin Lightsey also wrote a series of newspaper 
articles for the Jasper County Review Montrose, Mississippi 
in 1908 and 1913. E 

In the 23 October 1913 issue, he said "My father and 
mother, John and Barbea (sic) Lightsey were born in South 
Carolina, of Holland-Dutch parentage, a slight exception to pure 
Dutch on my mothers side who was a daughter of John Linder; her 
grand mother on her mothers side was Irish. I have always been 


proud of that little Irish blood." The mistaken information on 
the Holland-Dutch parentage was probably based on an error often 
made in the South Carolina area. The area between the Broad and 


Saluda Rivers, where a large number of Germans settled, in South 
Carolina was known as the "Dutch Fork" because people spoke 
"Deutsch" or German. i 
. The 30 October 1913 issue continues the story, "My parents 

immigrated from South Carolina and were located in Jones County 
two miles north of Sandersville, Miss., on the line of Jasper, 
where I first saw the light, the 4th day of September 1831. I was 
the 7th child of a family of 11 children; 3 of them dying in their 
infancy, left 8 that reached the years of maturity all marrying 
and having families from which sprung all the Lightseys excepting 
from Uncle David, my fathers brother, who came here at the same 
time that my father did; so all the Lightseys are related." 

His early diary entries in 1850 were mostly about his work. 
"I planted corn." "I hoed cotton." "I pulled fodder." As noted 
before, the diary entries are quoted as Joseph Benjamin wrote 
them. Attempts to correct his spelling and punctuation would 
destroy the flavor of the diary. l 

The entry for 25 December 1850, "This is Christmas đay I 
therefore do nothing after dinner today I went in town to see the 


people shooting and capering around ther was one fellow shot off 
his thumb with a pistole." MP | 

His 1851 entries are mostly about work and hunting. On 16 
November 1851 he wrote of going to Hopewell (the Methodist Church 
to which the John Lightseys are said to have belonged) to 
conference meeting and from there on to his uncle Edward Linder's. 

16 December 1851, "I started to Mobile this morning the 
weather is tremendeous cold tho to be on the road we onely got 10 


miles..." 
21 December 1851, "We crossed Chickasawhay river today met 
9 travelers 15 miles". They reached Mobile, Alabama on 24 


December 1851 and returned to Paulding on 2 January 1852. 

His year end accounting in his diary showed that his yearly 
expenses had been $46.55. He "gained" $37.25 for the year. 

On 4 September 1852, "my birth day this day I am 21 years of 
age I picked cotton til dinner then went down to Pleasant Hill" 

His 31 December 1852 entry showed his gain.for the year 1852 
to be $39.45. T 

In mid July of 1853, he was digging a well for his brother 
George. He got sick but kept digging. 

28 August 1853, "I. staid all night at my brother John's last 
night ...I saw a commet in the heavens." l 

His 22nd birthday came, 4 September 1853, "I came down to 
my brother Johns late yesterday evening staid all night with 
Uncle David Lightsey...Today is my 22nd birthday and I have 
nothing yet worth relating." x 

Things were livelier by 24 November 1853, .“I went down some 
ten miles south of Paulding to a wedding at Mr. Ruben Hartsfields 
His daughter Ann was married to Thomas Harper Holder There was a 
tolerable good crowd at the wedding and they had a sumtuous fare 
After the dinner was over we got into a sing which lasted awhile 
then we got into a play which lasted until almost sundown A good 
many of us stayed and eate supper and after supper we played 
agian until about ten oclock then scattered off I staid all night 
at R.P. Joneses no more". l 

On 9 December 1853, he wrote, "this is the 6th anniversary 
of my journal. Today 6 years ago I commensed writing it I then 
thought that before this time I could certainly write something 
worth reading but I have measurably failed owing to a lack of 
talent and want of time Still I would not take 5 dollars for by 
book now and keep no copy". (The earlier portion of this journal 
has not been found.) 

25 December 1853, "Christmas here again and a cold one it is 
to Weather still cloudy and trees silvered over with ice I left 
Mr. Moores after dinner and cam home Very well pleased with my 
Christmas considering every thing Late this evning the ice is 
pretty well all melted but the wether is still cool". 

28 December 1853, "I Peter Loper and Samuel Lightsey took a 
tramp...we went down to uncle David Lightsey's We did not stay 
there long but sperated Peter Loper going up in the direction of 
beaver creek Samuel going home..." 

29 December 1853, "This morning I went with Miss Mary E. 
Moore up to Esqr (illegible) to a wedding I saw John Ferrel 
married to Caroline Dupree There were a great many at the wedding 
and they had a very sumtuous feast prepared for them After the 
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diner the was over.there was a cake brought and set before, the 
young people called the bride cake in which some 4 or 5 rings 
were hid and to try their (illegible) Several cut slices out of 
the cake in order to find the ring for acording to a beleif 
founded no doubt...the couple who find a ring are the next to be 
married. Miss Mary E Moore and I took a cut at the cake and lo we 
both had a ring This created quite a laugh After the cake cutting 
was finished we got in a sing which soon led into a play and the 
play lasted until 10 oclock at night then broke up I came home 
then got home at 11 oclock." 

His yearly accounting was again made on 31 December 1853. 
His gain was $47.11. He had booked $112.75. His cotton when sold 
would finish out what he made for the year. His expenses were 
$56.45. He had gone in debt to his brother-in-law McKinstry, a 
merchant; for $13.10. | 

] January 1854 was a memorable New Year's Day for Joseph 
Benjamin Lightsey. He wrote, "I commensed the yeare with quite an 
interesting occasion to me from the fact that I actualy popped 
the question as it is (v)ulgary termed and received an affermative 
answer and no mistake Miss Mary E Moore today concented to be 
mine Oh that I were worthy of her But time will show what I will 
do..." 
8 January 1854, "Very cloudy and cold...I mounted Jim Crow 
and down to Mr. Moores I did go for the express purpose of asking 
for his daughter. I used the precaution of prepareing myself with 
a note to help me through this and it so happened that it served 
well"...Upon returning home, he added this "And if nothing breaks 
or comes untied the 9th day of February set as the day on which 
am to leave the ranks of batchelordom So much for the 8th of 


January 1854." Later the marriage date was changed to the 9th of 
February. s 
20 January 1854, "There was a tremendeous rain was thunder 


and wind last night...I and my brother Richard skinned an ox of 
ours that (illeg) with the hollow horn". 

] February 1854, "I came up to Paulding this morning with 
R.P. Moore to get a license to get married...In Paulding I got a 
pair of kid gloves for encase my rough hands with...I came home 
sowed some oats burnt a (illegible) of brush and laid the 
foundation of a fense Then tonight have set down to write." 

Joseph Benjamin had begun copying his letters to and from his 
cousins in Georgia and Florida into his diary. From these, much 
information about the family and the life of the time can be 
gleaned. If he continued to keep a diary after his marriage, it 
has been lost. His later articles in the Jasper Review gave more 
details of the major times of his life. 

In them he wrote about his courting days: "When I first 
started out courting, 1 was about twenty two years old and just 
as bashful as bashful could be. I with a cousin of mine, Mike 
Lightsey, went on Sunday morning, to a widow ladies, where there 
were two girls. We rode horse-back then, when we got ready to 
start 1 brought Miss.  Elizabeth's horse to the block where she 
was standing, but owing to my awkwardness I went to the wrong 
side, and she said put the block on the other side and I will get 


up. 


I decided it would be better to turn the horse around, which 
placed it so near the fence that I threw the bridle rein over the 
corner and had Miss Elizabeth's horse securely hitched to the 
fence. Mike seeing the situation, unhitched her horse, by this 
time I had mounted and off we rode..." "My next attempt at 
courting was pretty soon after this. I rode up to Levi Moore's 
quite early to go with Miss Mary to Pleasant Hill Methodist 
Church. I was so well pleased with Miss Mary, who was pretty well 
educated for those days, and knew how to interest me, that I 
decided that she would have to say yes or no..." 

"My father having died just before I married, I took charge 
of his plantation. I built a good home near my father-in-law's 
near Pleasant Hill, on a 160 acre farm given us by my father and 
my wife's father. We went to house keeping with a pretty fair 
start, having plenty of hog and hominy, cattle and horse and two 
negroes, and man and a woman". ` 

"...after raising five children, four boys and one girl, my 
wife died, and about a year after, like many widowers do, I went 
courting again. 1 was not quite so bashful at 48 as I was at 22, 
so I soon sold my business and was married to Miss Elizabeth 
Hinton, daughter of James Hinton. We lived amicably together 
twenty years and she died some 15 years ago." 

He recalled, "I was engaged in the well boring business for 
about 30 years. This was hard work, but a money making job: 
finally got thrown from my wagon and in the fall broke my arm, 
this making the third time in my like that I happened to this 
kind of accident." 

Joseph Benjamin Lightsey had served in the Civil War in 
Company K, 37th Mississippi Regiment. In his diary he wrote 
touchingly of the death of his brother Richard Lightsey on 3 
October 1862. Joseph Benjamin had been captured while staying 
behind to nurse Richard who had been shot. After Richard's death, 
Joseph Benjamin escaped and slowly made his way home 
"...arriving at Artseie (sic) in time for the train. I boarded it 
with a feeling of great relief, having walked 150 miles 
barefooted in five days...I reached my Brother David's just in 
time to enjoy another good breakfast, after a fast of twenty-four 
hours. It was sad news I had for them, as they had not heard of 
brother Richard's death, though they heard that both of us were 
missing...my brother furnished me a horse to go to my home at 
Pleasant Hill, six miles from his home. It is impossible for me 
to describe my feelings on arriving at home and meeting a dear 
wife and other relatives-then did I realize the true meaning of 
home, sweet home. My people had mourned me as dead." 

Joseph Benjamin went back into service as he later wrote in 
his newspaper articles: 

"...I was taken quite sick as we marched out of Atlanta and 
dropped out of the ranks a short distance from the road...My case 
developed into billious remittant fever...remaining in or near 
the roadside was so dangerous that I took to the woods following 
the direction our army had taken...I did not catch up for 15 
days...after they had stopped and gave Sherman's yankees another 
severe trouncing...After fighting for southern rights for 47 
days, with very little to eat, and in a state of starvation, 
thirty-seven thousand men laid down their arms when Gen. 
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- Pemberton delivered-up his swoard to Gen. Grant; then came our 
weary foot-sore tramp home. And it was the season for roasting 
ears and fruit, some of our boys killed themselves even before 
they reached home. A man that has been on half rations for 7 
months, half the time cornbread with the husks in it and Texas 
long horned starved beef finely whittled down to pea-bread and 
mule beef, can form some idea with the read, how we enjoyed 


getting home." 
He recalled the past in his 1913 articles, but he also wrote 


of the present. In the 25 December 1913 issue of the Jasper 
County Review, he said, "I left Louin on the eleven o'clock train 


last Wednesday, one week ago, accompanied by my son L.E. 
Lightsey. We arrived in Laurel in time to partake of a 
fashionable substantial dinner at Mrs. Julia Jones! my 
granddaughter's. I spent the night with my brother's son Charley. 
Charley is engaged in the carpenter's trade and with his aged 
mother, wife and 5 children have been living in Laurel fox some 
time...found my son W.J. Lightsey in Sandersville ready to convey 
me to his home at Lightsey 9 miles east of  Sandersville...my 
daughter Mrs. John Kelly lives near by..." | 

Joseph Benjamin Lightsey died 31 March 1919, age 87. He had 


lived a full rich life. Through his writings, he left this family 


a record of its heritage that would have been lost had he and his 
descendants not preserved it for us. ` 


The descendants of Joseph Benjamin Lightsey and Mary E. Moore 


are: 
1. William A. Lightsey, b. 27 Nov. 1854, d. 8 July 1911, bu. 


Pleasant Grove Baptist Church Cem. Wayne Co., MS. Married first, 
M.D. Kelly, d. ca. 1879-80. Married second, Emma R. Varner, b. 19 


Feb. 1863, d. 6 July 1895, bu. Pleasant Grove Baptist. 
Married third, 19 Nov. 1895, Miss Nicie Creel, b. Nov. 1879. 
^ 1.. Matt Gordon Lightsey, b. 30 Aug. 1888. Wayne Co., 
MS, d. 7 May 1950, Jones Co., MS. m. 4 July 1915, 
Miss Bessie Boutwell. 
1. Kate Elizabeth Lightsey, b. 7 Aug. 1919, Jones 
Co., MS. m.11 Sept. 1948, Wm. Lawrence Bennett. 
2. Rachel Lightsey, b. 3 Jan. 1928, m. Joseph 
Howard  Hendon. 
2. Elisey/Lizzie R. Lightsey, b. 22 July 1882/3, d. 30 
Sept. 1910, bu. Plesant Gove Baptist, Unmarried. 
3. Joseph B. Lightsey, b. ca. 1885 
4. Charles E. Lightsey, b. ca. 1887 
5. Walt G. Lightsey, b. Oct. 1889 
6. Mammie B. Lightsey, b. ca. 1891. 
7. Lee W. Lightsey, b. ca. 1897. 
2. Levy/Levi Edward Lightsey, b. 27 Oct. 1857, d. 17 June 
1950. Bu. Montrose Cem. Jasper Co., MS. M 30 Oct. 1889, 
Ada Florence McLaurin, b. 12 Dec. 1871, d. 5 May 1944, 
bu. Montrose Cem., d/o Düncan D. 4 Rosella Yelverton 


McLaurin. 
3. Mary A. Lightsey, b. 5 Nov. 1862, d. 10 June 1930. M. 


John Kelly. 
4. David Moore Lightsey, b. 5 Jan. 1865, d. 19 Aug. 1947. m. 
first, 7 Oct. 1885, Mollie/Mary Hinton, b. 25 Mar. 1864, 
d.11 July 1900,bu.Holder Church & Cem. near Bay Springs, 
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MS. 


- m. Second, 15 Sept. 1901, Eugenia Theodosia Coley at Old 
Bay Springs Church near Bay Springs; MS. ` 
l. James Joseph Lightsey, b. 15 Sept. 1886. 
2. William Edwin (Pat) Lightsey, b. 2 Aug. 1888, d. 8 
Sept. 1954. 
3. Mary Daisy Lightsey, b. 5 Aug. 1890, d. 6 Mar. 1957, 
m. Mr. Simmons. : : 
4. John Herbert Lightsey, b. 31 Jan. 1892. 
5. Nettie Rebecca Lightsey, b. 26 May 1894, m. first, a 
Smith, 2nd, a Mr. Bassett. 
6. Gertrude Lightsey, b. 10 Sept. 1896, d. 7 Nov. 1897, 
bu. Holder Cem. near Bay Springs, MS. 
7. Annie Lee Lightsey, b. 23 Jan. 1899, d. 18 Apr. 1966. 
8. Ruby Miller Lightsey, b. 25 Dec. 1906, m. first, Mr. 
' Brown, second, Mr. McLain. 
1. Thomas E. Brown 
9. Minnie Grace Lightsey, b. 15 July 1908. 
5. Walter J. Lightsey, b. Sept. 1870, d. 25 Jan. 1955. bu. 
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church Cem., Wayne Co., MS. Married 
11 Mar. 1894, Anisie Blackledge, Wayne Co., MS, b. July 1878. 
1. Mary Ella Lightsey, b. 18 Apr. 1895, d. 29 Aug. 1898. 
bu. Pleasant Grove. 
2. Cora Emma/ Emma C. Lightsey, b. Apr. 1897/ 4 Mar. 
1897. bu. Pleasant Grove. E 
3. Birdie R. Lightsey, b. Aug. 1899. 


8. Richard Thomas Hansfort Lightsey, b. 28 Jan. 1834. d. 3 Oct. 
1862, m. 15 Aug. 1860, Elizabeth N. Sumrall. 

According to his brother Joseph Benjamin's diary, Richard 
Lightsey, age 20, was to stay in school after their father's 
death. Joseph Benjamin included Richard, Joseph, and Isabella 
Lightsey in a list of "the scholors that has went to this school 
since I commenced." i l 

He was 26 when he married Elizabeth N. Sumrall on 15 August 
1860. Soon after their marriage, he would enlist to fight for 
southern rights in the Civil War. i l 

Richard served in Company K, 37th Mississippi during the 
Civil War. He was promoted to lst Corporal and then sergeant. His 
company fought in the Battle of Corinth, Mississippi the first of 
October 1862. Of this fight, Joseph Benjamin wrote, "...the 
battle was severe...I met our boys some distance from Corinth, 
and learned we had lost many of our best men from our regiment. 
My brother Richard Lightsey was shot through the upper lungs, he 
lived three days. I stayed with him to nurse him, and was captured 
by the enemy the next day, as our army was completely  repulsed 
and retreated the next day leaving the wounded in the hand of 
the enemy. After the first night my brother did not complain of 
but little pain, and just before he died, he asked me to help him 
to sit up so that he could talk; he said that he felt that he was 
near death and wanted me to tell his wife and friends to meet him 
in heaven, and you have been a good brother to me and I want you 
to promise to meet me in heaven, for I feel that I am going 
there; I leave no unfinished business; he then said lay me down, 
I can sit up no longer. I laid him down and he went quietly to 
sleep as I ever saw an infant, not a struggle, nor sigh of pain. 
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Let me die.the death of the righteous, let my end by like this." 


The will of Richard T.H. Lightsey was presented for probate 


at the 3 November 1862 term of Jasper County Probate Court. He 
had made his will on 28 July 1862. After his debts were paid, his 
will stated that his wife Elizabeth N. Lightsey if she remarried 
and had no child of his was to divide the estate with his nephew, 
Samuel Richard Powe, son of William T. Powe. William T. Powe, his 
brother-in-law was appointed executor. Witnesses were A.F. 
Hautzler/ A.F. Dantzler, J.H. Cook and L.B. Lassiter. 


9. Sarah Mehetabel Lightsey, b. 23 March 1836, d. 2 Sept. 1843, 
Jasper Co., MS. Unmarried. 
10.Mary Lightsey, b. 28 Dec. 1838, d. 6 Apr. 1844. Unmarried. 


11. Isabella F./ F. Isabella Lightsey, b. 1842/3. Married Russell 
P. Moore, ca. 1860/62. He died in the summer of 1862 in the CAS 


‘camp in Columbus, Mississippi of measles. He was the son of Levi 


and Spencer Moore. Isabella married a second time to James (Jim) 
McCormick. 

The children of Isabella Lightsey and Jim McCormick were: 

1. Ada McCormick, m. a Dennis. 

2. Ida McCormick, m. an Evans 

3. Grace McCormick, m. a Guice 

4. Ben McCormick 

5. Jim McCormick 

6. Frank McCormick 

7. George McCormick 


Mary Lightsey 
1798-1831 
d/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 
z -s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit g 


Jesse Rue Howell Married l. Mary Lightsey 
b. 1793 1816 b. ca. 1798 
Barnwell Dist.,SC Barnwell,SC d. 1831. 
d.Dec.,1859 Barnwell Dist.,SC 


Echols Co., GA 
2.Mary Caroline Copeland 


.b. 1812 Barnwell, SC 


m. 
1832 d. 1857 Lowndes Co.,GA 
m. 3.Elender Johnson Elster 
| 1858 | 
Children of Mary Lightsey Howell and Jesse Howell: 
l.Mary M. Howell Henry Lightsey 
b. 1817 b. post 1820 
Barnwell Dist.,SC d. 15 Dec. 1882 
d. prior to 1870 l | Jefferson Co., FL 
Jefferson Co., FL 
2.John G Howell Mary Zeigler 
b. 1818 b. 1816 prob. 
B Barnwell, SC Barnwell, SC 
3.Sallie Howell m. Richard Carter 
b. ca 1820 pre: 1840 
4.Elizabeth Howell Joel Walker 
b.ca 1822 b. : : 
Barnwell, SC prob.Colleton,S5C 


5.Joseph Howell unm. 
b.1826 Barnwell, SC 
d.inf. Barnwell, SC 


6.Harriet Howell . unm. 
b. 1828 Barnwell, SC 
d. inf. Barnwell, SC 


7.Richard Allen Howell m. . M Nancy Wetherington 
b. 4 Nov. 1830 1851 b. 20 April 1833 
Barnwell, SC Lowndes Co., GA . Lowndes Co., GA 
d.l March 1907 d. Dec, 1881 


Suwannee Co., FL Lowndes Co., GA 
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MARY LIGHTSEY 
1798-ca 1831 
d/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 
s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit S 


Mary Lightsey appears from her census records to have been 
born between 1795-1804. She was the elder daughter of John and 
Susannah Lightsey. Since she married in 1816, she was probably 
born about 1798. l 
She married Jesse Rue Howell, the second son of Joseph 
nd Howell, in Barnwell District, South Carolina in 1816, according to 
information in Volume II, page 155, of Pioneers of Wiregrass 
Georgia by Folks Huxford. 

The Howell family is said to have come into Charleston, 
South Carolina from Wales about 1740. Jesse's grandfather moved 
into the Barnwell District and reared his family. Jesse was born 
in Barnwell District in 1793. 

By 1820, Mary and Jesse had two children: a boy, John G. 
Howell and a girl, Mary M. Howell. In 1821, according to the 
Barnwell Court of Equity Records, Box 2, Group 3, Jesse Howell 
was an overseer on the Wolf plantation. His father, Joseph 
Howell, had married Mary Ann Wolfe, widow of John Wolfe, the 
year before. 

The 1830 Barnwell census for Mary and Jesse shows them with 
one male and five female. 

In 1831, Mary died not long after the birth of her seventh 
: child, Richard Allen Howell, who was born 4 November 1830 in 

Barnwell Dist. SC. Mary Lightsey Howell's sister, Elizabeth 
Lightsey Allen, (w/o Norman Allen) kept Richard Alien Howell 
until she and her husband moved to Lowndes County, Georgia in 
1834. Richard Allen then went back to live with his father, who. 
had remarried. (Pioneers, "Howell, Richard Allen", Volume II.) 
Jesse Howell's second wife was Mary Caroline Copeland, 
daughter of Aaron or Lot Copeland. She was born in 1812 and died 
in 1857. They had thirteen children from 1833 to 1855. After 
Caroline Copeland died, Jesse married a third time to  Elender 
Johnson Elster, daughter of John J. Johnson and widow of John 
Elster. They had one child together. Jesse never saw this child 
as Jesse died in December 1859 one month before the child was 
born. Jesse Howell fathered a total of 21 children by three 
wives. 
Jesse Howell moved his family from Barnwell District, South 
Carolina to Lowndes County, Georgia in 1839. Many of his 
neighbors and family from Barnwell were already there. His ex- 
in-laws, Samuel and Jacob Lightsey and their sister, Elizabeth 
Lightsey Allen, had moved there earlier. 

By the time of the 1850 Lowndes County, Georgia census, page 
417, Richard Allen Howell was the only child of Jesse and Mary 
Lightsey Howell still living at home with Jesse. 

Mary M. Howell, the first daughter of Jesse and Mary 

Lightsey Howell, born in 1817 is said to have married Henry 
Lightsey. She lived in Jefferson County, Florida all her life not 
far from her sister Elizabeth Howell Walker, about five miles 
north of Aucilla, Florida. (Letter to Mr. Folks Huxford from J.Q. 
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Howell, dated 2 July 1955 correcting information presented on the 
Howells in the compiled volumes of Pioneers.) l 

é John G.Howell, Jesse and Mary Lightsey Howell's first son, 
married Mary C. Zeigler. She was born in 1816 and may have been a 
niece of Mary Martha Zeigler, who was the first wife of Samuel 
Lightsey, who was the uncle of John G. Howell. Kaf 

Sallie Howell, born about 1820 married Richard (Dick) Carter 
some time before 1840 as they had one child by that census. 

Elizabeth born in 1822 married Joel Walker, the son of Berry 
Walker. Berry Walker was a brother-in-law to Elizabeth 
Howell's, Uncle Stephen Lightsey. They all lived in Jefferson 
County, Florida. 

e Jesse and Mary's other two children, Joseph, born in 1826, 
and Harriet, born in 1828, died in infancy in South Carolina. 

Their last child, Richard Allen Howell, born 4 November 1830 
married Nancy Wetherington, daughter of Dennis Wetherington, in 
1851. She was born 20 April 1833 in Lowndes County, Georgia and 
died there 23 February 1897. Richard and Nancy Howell lived on a 
farm six miles northwest of present-day Statenville in what is 
now Echols Co., but was then Lowndes. During the Civil War, he 
served in Co. H, 26th Volunteer Georgia Infantry. In December 
1867, he sold the farm and moved two miles south of Naylor in 
Lowndes Co. 

Then in December 1881, he bought a farm about eight miles 
northeast of Valdosta. Nancy died there. In November of 1903, he 
moved to Suwannee County, FL to live with his son William B. He 
died there on 1 March 1907 and is buried at Leona Methodist 


Church in Suwannee Co., Florida. 
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Elizabeth Lightsey 
b.ca. 1801 - d. prob. pre 1870 
d/o Susannah and John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 
" s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit . - 


Elizabeth Lightsey was one of two known daughters born to 
John and Susannah Lightsey of Colleton District, South Carolina. 
The 1850 Lowndes County, Georgia census, page 766, indicates 
that she was born about 1801. Sometime prior to 1830, she married 
Norman Allen (s/o John or James Allen) of the Barnwell District 
of South Carolina. 

The information in the Pioneers series (Volume 2, page 25) 
was corrected later in Volume 3, page 392, but the Norman and 
Elizabeth Allens are still difficult to identify. 

The 1830 Barnwell census, page 171, lists among others, 
Norman Allen, AND Elizabeth Allen. The Norman Allen household is 
probably. Elizabeth Lightsey Allen's. A female child is shown in 
this household. If the child was Norman and Elizabeth's, she must 
have died as they had no children of their own on record later. 

In 1831, after the death of her sister Mary,. wife of Jesse 
Howell, Elizabeth and her husband took in Mary and Jesse's baby 
son, Richard Allen Howell. He had been born, 4 November 1830, 
shortly before his mother's death. Elizabeth and Norman kept 
him until they moved from Barnwell to Lowndes County, Georgia in 
January, 1834. | 

Norman Allen signed the petition to the governor for defense € 
against the Indians. Samuel and Christian Lightsey also signed 
this petition on 5 August 1836. He served. in Captain S.E. 
Swilley's 2nd Regular, Florida Militia in 1837 and in Capt. D.R. 
Bryan's Militia Company in 1838 with Samuel, Christopher and 
Jacob Lightesly  (sic).(Georgia Military Record Book 1779- 
1839,page 211.) l 

Elizabeth Allen's brothers, Samuel and Jacob Lightsey, had 
also moved to Lowndes County Georgia along with many others from 
the Barnwell District. Norman and Elizabeth lived near Samuel 
Lightsey in 1850. Samuel's daughter Susan, census age 16, was 
living with them. l 
l In Joseph Benjamin Lightsey's diary in a copy of a letter 
dated 19 September 1853 from Joel VW. Lightsey, Sandy Ford, 
Jefferson Co., Florida to Joseph Benjamin, (Diary:p. 335), Joel 
wrote that "Aunt Betsy Allen was out here from Lowends (sic) to 
see us last week and she was well and stated that Uncle Samuel's 
family had the chills and fever", 

Later in this same diary (p. 385), he copied a letter from 
Cornelius B. Lightsey, Magnolia, Clinch Co., Georgia in which he 
says "Aunt Elisa---, wants Uncle David to write to her...direct 
letter to Alapah, Lowens (sic) Co., Georgia for her and myself 
too, as I can get them a week sooner..." Cornelius was the son of 
Jacob Lightsey, Elizabeth Lightsey Allen's brother. i 

Norman Allen, age 55, and Elizabeth, age 54, born in South 
Carolina were listed on the 1860 Lowndes County, Georgia census. 

According to the notes from the Huxford Society taken from the 
Valdosta Times file, Norman died 19 June 1869 age 80 (sic) 
years old. Elizabeth Lightsey Allen has not been found on 
records after the 1860 census. They had no children. 
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Stephen Lightsey 
1804-pre Oct. 1857 


_s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 


Jacob Leitzeit -` 


Married: 


Stephen Lightsey 
pre 1830 


b.ca. 1804 
Colleton Co.,SC 
d.pre 30 Oct. 1857 
Jefferson Co., FL 


Children: 


John A. Lightsey 

b. ca 1830 
Colleton, Co., SC 

d. 17 Sept.1862 CSA 
Sharpsburg, MD 


m. 
1 April,1852 
Jeff.Co., FL 


Joel Walker Lightsey 


m. 
b. 12 July 1832 7 July 1870 


Jefferson Co., FL Columbus 
Colorado Co. 
Texas 

d. 7 Mar. 1907 

Austin, Travis Co., TX 

David Lightsey 

b. ca 1834 

Jefferson Co., FL 

Archibald Lightsey m. 

b.1835/37 .bef. 1870 

Jefferson Co., FL Jeff.Co.,FL 


Jacob Lightsey 
b. ca 1839 
Jefferson Co., FL 


William Lightsey 
b. ca 1841 


Stephen Lightsey 
b. 1850/53 
d. prob. pre 1860 


Mary A. Lightsey, 
b. 1848 
d. 1851, Aucilla, FL 
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prob. Colleton Co. 


s/o Johannes 


- 


Jane Walker 
b.1810 

Colleton Co.,SC 

^ d. post 1892 
Jefferson Co., FL 


Amanda Sledge 
b.ca 1832 


Louzaniy. Edwards 
b. 7 March 1836 
Nash Co., NC 


d. 8 March 1908 
Austin, Travis Co., TX 


Amanda Townsend 
b. ca 1833 
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Stephen Lightsey 

CS (1804-pre 30 Oct. 1857) 

s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey s/o Johannes y 
Jacob Leitzeit 


Stephen Lightsey, the son of John and Susannah Lightsey, was 
born circa 1804, probably in Colleton District, South Carolina as 
family tradition has said. The first legal record on which he 
appears is on that of his father John Lightsey's estate in 


Barnwell District, South Carolina in 1829. (Barnwell Probate 
Bundle 52, Package 1). Stephen was co-administrator of the 
: l estate. 


Stephen bought many things at the estate sale incluđing 22 
head of hogs at prices from 25 cents to a dollar. He also bought 
the lot of carpenter tools, the smith tools and old iron, 
barrels, miscellaneous items, geese, a safe, a side saddle, 
linens, bed and furniture and chairs, a cupboard and contents 
among other things. Stephen may well have been getting ready to 
set up housekeeping. I . 

By 1830, he had married Jane Walker of Colleton District, 
South Carolina. Jane was the daughter of George Walker and was a 
sister to Jesse, James, Joel, David and Littleberry Walker. 
(Jefferson County, Florida Deed Book D:558). ) ) 

The 1830 Colleton census listed Stephen Lightsey with one 
female in the household. He had seven slaves. SC 

Sometime in the 1830's, Stephen and Jane -Lightsey, his 
brother George Lightsey and family, and her family, the Walkers, 
were among those moving from the Colleton/Barnwell area of South 
Carolina to the Florida Territory. The grantee index to the 
Jefferson County deeds shows that Stephen Lightsey bought 
property there on 18 January 1833. A long list of property 
transactions continues for Stephen and his family in this area 
for several decades. ; d 

f d of: ferson Count Florida by Jerrell H.. 

| Shofner says that Jefferson County was named after Thomas 

| Jefferson and the county seat was then named after his home, 

Monticello. NE = & 

Fliers encouraging settlement of Florida said that grist and 
saw mills were established and a good road system existed. This 
was somewhat exaggerated as the few roads that did exist were 
often impassable. . ) 

In 1833, some of the larger planters calculated that it would 
take 100 Negroes including children to cultivate 800 acres of 
land. Since few landowners had this many slaves, they decided to 
import German laborers from Virginia to work the land in shares. 
This experiment did not work. NE 

The Indians, who had been a source of trouble from the 
start, began to cause trouble for the settlers again in 1835 when 
they massacred Major Francis L. Dade and his troops. By late 
summer of 1836, the second Seminole War was in full swing. 
Stephen's brother, George, fought in this war. No record of 
service has been found for Stephen. Most of the Florida men did 
find themselves either fighting in the militia or to protect 
their own and their neighbors' homes. .(The History of Jefferson 


County, Florida by Jerrell H. Shofner.) 


TX 
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Stephen and his brother-in-law, Jesse Walker, appraised 
Stephen's brother George Lightsey's estate after his death. This 
appraisal was competed 3 February 1838. (Jefferson County, FL 
Probate papers). mus 

In 1840, the federal census for Jefferson County, Florida 
shows Stephen and Jane with five sons. The children known to have 
been born prior to 1840 were John Lightsey, named after Stephen's 
father, and Joel Walker Lightsey, David, Archibald, Jacob and 
William H. Lightsey. E . 

The Seminole Indians had lost the war in Florida by 1842. A 
few refused to leave their homes when the others were resettled 
in the Oklahoma region, but they were peaceful. >` ` 

In 1845, Florida became the 27th state in the United States. 
Times were hard. A depression had hit and cotton prices had sunk 
to five to six cents a pound. Sugar cane was being urged as a 
new crop. However, by the 1850's cotton had rebounded and was 


still the major money crop. 
The 1850 census lists Stephen and Jane with the five sons of 


the 1840 census. 

On 24 April 1853, Joel Walker Lightsey of Monticello, 
Florida, Jefferson County, began a correspondence with his 
cousin, Joseph Benjamin Lightsey, of Paulding, Jasper County, 
Mississippi in response to a letter from Joseph Benjamin written 
12 March 1853. Joseph Benjamin Lightsey recorded copies of these 
letters in his diary. l 

On page 307, Joel wrote that cotton was selling at ten 
cents, corn at fifty cents, bacon at twelve and óne half cents, 
flour at six and one half cents. He wrote, "Corn is not easy to 
make here but we make some to sell every year. We can raise corn 
cotton rice tobaco potatoes. Shugar cane and hogs. My father does 
not raise rice and tobaco only for his own use. We have a rice 
machiene in one mile of us that can beat all the rice we make 
with ease...They are building a cotton factory in Monticello and 
it will require a great many hands to manage it.: It will be in 
operation in a few months and is improving Monticello very fast 
as it was a very shabby little town. ; 

It containes one courthouse built of brick 5 stores 3 
groceries one silversmith shop 2 hotels 2 boat and shoe makers 
shops one harness maker and sadlery one gunsmith and 3 blacksmith 
shops one tanery near town and plenty of water and steam grits 
and saw mills... . l , 

The Ocilla runs in 2 miles of where we live...We can get 
plenty of all kinds of fish in greate quanties such as trout 
perch brim tack pike cat... 

We are living tolerable well at the time.. But we have to 
work pretty hard...Father has plenty of tolerable good land and 
stock and by a good deal of econemy...got 5 negroe 3 womana boy 
about 14 or 15 and one about 9... i 

All the old mans boys are living with him yet. But John's 
married and has one child a daughter. John is 23 years of age. I 
am next to him. I will be 21 the 12 day of July next. Next to 
me is David. Next to him is Archibald next to him is Jacob next 
William H next Stephen. The last was a girl she died at the age 


of 3 years... 
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We are all well...Father and mother sends their respect to 
Uncl John and Aunt Barbra father sends his age born 1804-he wants 
to know your fathers age as he has forgoten it." (Diary Joseph 
Benjamin Lightsey, Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History, Jackson, M$) S 

The 1850 Slave census for Florida shows that Stephen had 4 
slaves: 1 male age 50, 2 females, age 30, and 1 male, age 10. 

Stephen's son, John A. Lightsey, wrote a letter on 13 June 
1853 to J.B. Lightsey from The State of Florida, Jefferson, 
Monticello. He says they are having the »sorriest crops in 
Florida this year that he has ever seen and have had the longest 
drought. He expects only a third of the usual crops to be made. 
They have had no rain in eleven weeks to do any good. The water 
courses are drying up so all the fish are dying. 

"I have a fine daughter two months old today. I named her 
Charloty Jane. I was married last April was a year ago to a 
daughter of Mr. Green Sdedges. My father has 7 sons living and 
one daughter dead he has 5 negroes 3 women and two boys..." He 
signed this letter John A Lightsey and Amanda M Lightsey. (Diary, 
page 311.) 

On 5 August 1853, Joel W. Lightsey wrote J.B. again saying 
that he received J.B.'s May 20th letter on June 17. Joel had not 
been able to get to the post office earlier because the rains 
finally came and with them the grass. He had been pulling fodder 
for the last two or three weeks. He invited Joseph Benjamin to 
come and visit them so he could show him all the pretty girls in 
Florida. (Diary, pages 316 & 317.) Pa 

In his letter of 19 September 1853 from. Sandy Ford, 
Jefferson County, Florida, Joel mentions that Aunt Betsy Allen 
(Elizabeth Lightsey, wife of Norman Allen) had been out to visit 
them from Lowndes County, Georgia. l 

Joel wrote again on 15 Jan. 1854 from Monticello, Florida. 
He was working with Mr. James Solomon, a bricklayer, in 
Monticello learning the trade. í E 

On 30 January 1854, Joseph Benjamin wrote to his Uncle 
Stephen Lightsey to tell him that John, Stephen's oldest brother 
and Joseph Benjamin's father, died. (Page 381). SS 

Joseph Benjamin wrote again to Joel Lightsey on 2 February 
1854 telling again of his father's death. In this letter, he 
says that he has asked for Mary E. Moore's hand from her father. 

After his father's death and his marriage to Mary Moore, 
Joseph Benjamin either quit keeping a journal, or it has not been 
saved. No more letters were recorded between him and the sons 
of Stephen Lightsey. 

Stephen Lightsey died in 1857. He was 53. 

A bill of appraisment was issued on 30 October 1857 in 
Jefferson County, Florida for the estate of Stephen Lightsey. 
The slaves listed are: Ellen and child Louisa; Frank, $750.00 and 
Isaac, $800.00; Adam $450.00. Also listed are 5 bay mules 
$550.00; 50 head of cattle, 500 bushels of corn, fodder, 16 bales 
of cotton and other items totaling $3,320 and some odd cents. 
Jane Lightsey made her mark on this appraisal. ` 

The sale which was held on 2 January 1858 shows Jane, David, 
John, Archibald and Jacob Lightsey as. buyers as were A.I. 
Whitehearst and E.B. Fox. The goods sold for $912.80. 
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Jane Lightsey appears on the 1860 Jefferson County, Florida 
census with David S., Jacob, and William H. Lightsey. Her son, 
John A. Lightsey is nearby and Archibald is next to him. 

Jane's 1860 estate shows her with personal estate of 
$4,200.00 and real estate of $4,500.00. She is also on the 1870 
Jefferson County, Florida census. M 

The Jefferson County, Florida deed index shows her 
continuing to sell property until 1892. | 


Stephen and Jane Lightsey had seven sons and one daughter. 


on the sons of Stephen and Jane Walker Lightsey 


Information 
Texas and 


has been provided by Mignon Wagner of Buchanan Dam, 
Harold Morgan of Albany, Georgia. l 


l. John A. Lightsey, b. ca. 1830, Colleton Dist., SC, d. 17 
Sept. 1862, Sharpsburg, Md. Bu. Military Cemetery there. Married 
1 April 1852. (Jefferson Co., FL Marriage records) to Amanda 
Sledge, b. ca. 1836, d/o Green Sledge and Charlotte Pattersol. 

John A. Lightsey's Confederate War Record for Company G, 
Fifth Regiment of the Florida Infantry shows that he was killed 
at the Battle of Sharpsburg. 

John A. and Amanda Sledge Lightsey had the following 

children: 


1. Sharlott Lightsey, b. ca. 1854. j SE 
2. Franklin D. Lightsey, b. ca. 1855, Aucilla, FL, d. 
1922. M. 7 Aug. 1886 Frances E. Letchworth. 
3. Susan Lucretia Lightsey, b. 4 July 1856, Aucilla, FL, 
d. 28 June 1934, Tampa, FL, bu. Myrtle Hill Cem. Tampa, 
FL. m. 25 Dec. 1881 Alvin S. Morgan, s/o Sarah May & 
Isaac Newton Morgan. a 
l. Joseph Paul Morgan, b. 27 Sept. 1884, Plant City, 
FL, d. 27 Feb. 1933, Albany, GA. m. 7 June 1910 to 
Sarah Ophelia Coffey. da i 
l. Sarah Sue Morgan, b. 23 Oct. 1911, Albany, GA 
12 May 1965, m. 6 Jul. 1947 to Haywood Fallin. 
. Joseph Paul Morgan, Jr., b. 12 Feb. 1913. 
. Harry Allen Morgan, b. 21 Aug. 1914, d. 24 Oct. 
1917. 
4. Helen Geraldine Morgan, b. 17 June 1916, m. 26 
Jan. 1939 to Henry Francis Brisbois. 
5. James Coffey Morgan, b. 7 May 1919 Albany, GA 
d. 31 July 1919. l 
6. Harold Eugene Morgan, b. 15 Oct. 1921, m. 27 
Aug. 1955, Eunice Stone. . 
1. Pamela Joy Morgan, b. 3 Jan. 1957, Albany, 
GA. m. 10 Sept. 1977 to Johnny B. Murrey. 
7. Joy Louise Morgan, b. 9 March 1926, Albany, GA. 
m. 11 Jan. 1946 Eugene Michel Zolom. 
2. James Peter Morgan, b. 27 Sept. 1884 (twin), Plant 
City, FL, m. 3 Jan. 1911 to Leila Mae Stanley. 
3. Chandler Percy Morgan, b. 9 Dec. 1888, Plant City, 
FL, d. 17 Aug. 1930, Jacksonville. m. Mattie Belle 


Rich. 
4. David A. Lightsey, b. ca. 1859. 
5. Mary E. Lightsey, b. ca. 1863. 
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The 1860 Jefferson Co., FL census lists John A. Lightsey, 
30, b. SC, Amandah (sic) 28, b. FL Sharlott J., 6; Franklin D., 
5; Susan L., 4; David A. 7/12; and Daniel Shepherd, 12; ali born 


in Florida. 


2. Joel Walker Lightsey, b. 12 July 1832, Colleton Dist., 
sc, d. 7 March 1907, Austin, Travis Co., TX. m. 7 July 1870 
Colorado Co., TX to Louzaniy Edwards, b. 7 March 1836, d. 8 March 
1908, Austin, Travis Co., TX. S 

The children of Joel Walker and Louzaniy Edwards Lightsey 

were: 
1. Joe Jane Lightsey, b. 29 Oct. 1871, d. 1936, m. Dennis 

Schultz. E 

2. Stephen Monroe Lightsey, b. 15 Dec. 1872, d. 4 May 

1944, m. 10 June 1895 in Austin, Travis Co., TX to 

Lula Frances Thompson, d/o Salathiel Thomas Thompson 

& Eugenia Amanda Phillips. 

1. Joel Salathiel Lightsey, b. 7 May 1896, d. Dec. 
1968. m. first Ida Englehardt, second Lenora 
Dodgen. i mE 

2. Stephen Monroe Lightsey, Jr. b. 9 Jan. 1897, d. 9 
June 1972, Austin, Travis Co., TX. m. first, Clara 
Louise Barnes, b. 2 Oct. 1900, Austin, d. 30 Nov. 
1961, Albuquerque, New Mexico, d/o Charles Luna 
Barnes & Lily Tennessee Beck. y os 
l. Mignon Frances Lightsey, b. 11 June 1917, 

m. 3 Dec. 1938, San Marcos, Hays Co., TX 
to Anthony Fred Wagner, b. 13 Sept. 1911, 
Dallas, Dallas Co., TX. 
1. Anthony Stephen Wagner, b..9 Feb. 1940, 
m. 18 Dec. 1961, San Marcos, Hays Co., TX 
to Sharon Kaye Ryan. 
1. Mark Antony Wagner, b. 14. July 1962. 
2. Kimberly Jo Wagner, b. 13 Aug. 1967, d. 14 
Aug. 1968. o 
3. Michael Scott Wagner, b. 5 June 1969. 
2. Yvonne Lillian Lightsey, b. 19 Jan. 1921 
m. Duderstadt 
3. Louise Marie Lightsey, b. 16 Jan. 1923, m. 
first, Ward; second, Wagner; third, Wines; 

fourth, Graham. l 

3. Louzaniy Lightsey, b. 1 May 1874, d. 1938, m. 
first, Johnson; second, Schultz; third, Burian. 

4. Nannie Bell Lightsey, b. 29 Sept. 1875, m. Gore 

5. John Benthall Lightsey, b. 16 June 1877, d. 1881. 

6. William Edwin Lightsey, b. 22 April 1880, d. 1898. 


3. David Lightsey, b. ca. 1834. May have gone to Texas with 
Joel Walker Lightsey. No information was found on him. 


4. Archibald Lightsey, b. ca. 1835/37. m. Amanda Townsend. 
(Jefferson Co., FL Book C:41). 
Archibald Lightsey's Confederate War papers show that he 
served in Co. G, 5th Regiment, Florida during the Civil War. One 
record shows him appearing on the register of the Medical 
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Director's Office in Richmond, VA under the heading of "Furloughs 
and discharges." He had suffered from chronic rheumatism for 8 
months according to this. He was assigned to hospital duty at 
Surg. Palmer Florida Hospital, 10 Sept 1863. He transferred to 
Petersburg on 30 Dec. 1863. On 11 Jan. 1864, he was furloughed 
for 30 days. He appeared on the muster rolls from 29 Feb. 5- 30 
June 1864. On 7 August 1864, he was listed as a deserter on the 
register of prisoners received and disposed of by the Provost 
Marshal General, Army of the Potomac. He was to be sent to 
Washington, D.C. On 13 August 1864, he took the oath of 
allegiance and was transported to Philadelphia Pennsylvania. 

Land records in Jefferson County, Florida show that he was 
back there in 1867. He appears on records there for many years 
after that. 

He was listed on the 1870 Jefferson Co., FL census. He was 
age 35, wife Amanda, age 37. Children listed were: Stephen D. 
LIghtsey, 8; Helen Lightsey, 4; Samuel Lightsey, 2. All were born 
in Florida. Sarah Jackson, 60, born in SC was also in the house. 


5. Jacob Lightsey, b. ca. 1839 Jefferson Co., FL. He also 
may have gone to Texas. Nothing has been found on him. 


6. William H. Lightsey, b. ca. 1841, Jefferson Co., FL. The 
author had thought that this man might be the William J. Lightsey 


shown on Georgia Confederate record. However, Ann Davis shows 
that William J. as a son of Jacob Lightsey. 


7. Stephen Lightsey, b. 1850/53, d. prob. pre 1860. 


8. Mary Lightsey, b. 1848, d. 1851 Aucilla, FL. 
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Samuel Lightsey 
; . 1806-1878 
s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey 
s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 


Samuel Lightsey Married ; Màry Martha Zeigler 
b.ca 1806 ca 1829 "^ b. ca 1814 
Colleton Dist., SC Barnwell Dist., SC 
d.Sept. 1878 d. ca 1858 
Echols Co., GA Lowndes Co.,GA 
m. - 2. Rachel Rice Howell 
5 February 1864 b. 1 May 1816 


Lowndes/Echols Co,GA SC . 


d. August 1899* 


Children: 
Note that all children born to Samuel are by.first wife. 
Elizabeth M. Lightsey Married: Edmond Blanton 
b. ca 1830 b. ca 1815 

SC NC 


James Thomas Hughes 


Mary E Lightsey 
s/o Jacob Hughes & 


(twin) 
m. -Elizabeth Chitty 

b.ca 1831 ca 1855 x b.1831 
BC Barnwell, SC 
d.ca 1870 d.ca 1896 
Susan Lightsey m. 1. Jesse Carter 
(twin) 
b.18 1851 b. 1834 
sc Lowndes Co., GA  Lowndes Co.,GA 

2. Levi Moore 

b. ca 1830 
John Joseph Lightsey nm. ` l.Sarah Howell 
b.1833 .. ca 1851/5 d/o William Howell 
Barnwell Dist., SC b.1837 
d.10 Sept. 1863 d.30 Apr. 1861 


CSA Hospital Echols Co., GA 


Marion, MS 


(note John Joseph's first wife Sarah Howell was d/o Rachel and 


William Howell. Rachel later married John J's father Samuel after 
William Howell's death.) 


Children of Samuel & Mary Mar 


John Joseph Lightsey: 


tha Ziegler Lightsey: (cont.) 


2.Married: 


2.01ive Rentz 


2.01ive Rentz 


Harriet  Lightsey m. 
b.1834 
GA 


(note Joseph Howell was 
William's death Rachel 
Lightsey) 


Norman H. Lightsey unm. 


b.1839 
Lowndes Co., GA 
d.l Sept.1863 


CSA Mississippi (probably t 


brother John) 


7.Christopher C. Lightsey 
b. 1842 
Lowndes Co., GA 


8.Samuel Houston Lightsey 
b. 17 May 1845 

Lowndes Co., GA 

d. 13 Apr. 191 

bu. Hickory Grove Cem. 


9.Hannah Ann Lightsey 
b.1846 
Lowndes Co., GA 


10.David S.Lightsey 


b.1851 
Lowndes Co., GA 
d.1921 
Lanier Co., GAÀ 


11.Martha Lightsey 
b.1853 

d.1860/70 
Lowndes/Echols Co.,GA 


b.1841 - 

Barnwell Dist., SC 

d.25 Nov. 1917 

(She married Martin 
Carter after John's 
death). 


Joseph Howell 
b.ca 1831 
GA 


s/o William and Rachel Howell. After 
then married Harriet's father Samuel 


he same hospital at Marion, MS as his 


m. Nellie George 


b.ca 1845. 
GA 
m. | Nancy Blanton 


b. 9 Sept. 1839 


d.30 Jan.1923 
Hickory Grove Cem. 


Aaron Rice 
b.ca 1846 


m. Lomie Carter 
b.1853 


d.1930 
Lanier Co.,GA 
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Samuel Lightsey 

(1806-1878) SCH 
s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 
s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 


Samuel Lightsey was born in Colleton. District, South 
Carolina in 1806, according to information on pages 169 and 170, 
Volume I, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia by Folks Huxford. 

He was about 13 when his mother Susannah died in 1819, and 
about 23 when his father, John Lightsey, died, ten years later in 
1829.* He bought a bed and other furniture for $10.00 at his 
father's estate sale. He also bought an old trunk. (Barnwell 
District, South Carolina, Probate Bundle 52, Package 1). 

*(Note that the information in Pioneers of Wiregrass, 

1 Georgia by Folks Huxford states that Samuel and Jacob Lightsey 
were the sons of David and Mary Lightsey of Barnwell, South 

Carolina. See the chapter on David Lightsey (1774/84-1817), s/o 
George Lightsey. ALL of that David and Mary's children were named 
in his estate papers. He had a son Jacob, . but he was not the 
Jacob Lightsey of Clinch County, Georgia, brother to Samuel 
Lightsey. David and Mary Lightsey had no son Samuel named in the 
estate papers.) 

Samuel has not been found as head of household on the 1830 
census. However, since his first daughter Elizabeth M. Lightsey 
is estimated by census records to have been born in 31830, and 
twins were born in 1831, he and Mary Martha Zeigler probably 
married in 1829 or earlier. 

Mary Martha was the daughter of Joseph Zeigler, and a sister 
to John D. Zeigler. The Zeigler family lived in the Barnwell 
District of South Carolina, according to information in Pioneers. 
One of the "corrections" to the material in this set of volumes by 
Folks Huxford incorrectly states that Samuel Lightsey married 
Mary Martha Howell. (See the information on.the Jesse Howell 
family.) ne: 

Pension papers filed by Samuel Lightsey's widow Rachel 
Howell Lightsey on his service in the Indian War, state that his 
first wife was Martha Zeigler who was buried at the Jesse Howell 
"berring" (sic) ground. Also a letter on file in the Huxford 
files from Mr. J.Q. Howell to Mr. Huxford states that a. Mrs. 
George in Valdosta, Georgia, who was the only living grandchild 
of Samuel Lightsey at the time of the letter (1955) says that 
his first wife's name was Mary Martha Zeigler. 

Samuel moved his family to Lowndes County, Georgia with his 
brothers Jacob and Christian Lightsey. Norman and Elizabeth 
Lightsey Allen, his sister and brother-in-law, also moved to 
Lowndes County about this time. . 

Lowndes County had been created in 1825 from lands which 
were formerly in Irwin County. The county had been named for 
William L. Lowndes of South Carolina who was a distinguished 
statesman. 

At the time it was created, the county had few white 
settlers. The many Indians roamed freely. Then, as stage roads 

` were cut through, more white settlers came. Conflict was 
inevitable. As the white men tried to displace the Indians, the 
Indians tried to band together across the frontier to retaliate. 
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On 5 August 1836, the citizens of Lowndes. County wrote a 
petition for relief because the Indians passing through were a 
menace to them. Their route led through the Ninth and Tenth 
Districts of Lowndes and the Creeks were pillaging every house 
and farm along the way. About seventy citizens had been killed. 
Among the signers of this petition were Samuel Litsey, Christian 
Litsey, and Norman Allen. Also the Carters, Howells, and Rentzs, 
from Barnwell District, South Carolina signed the petition in 
Lowndes. ("Petition of Citizens of Lowndes County to Governor", 
RG 4-2-46, loc. 1541-16, Box 31, Georgia Department of Archives 
and History. Also see,Histor of Lowndes County, Georgia 1825- 
1941 by the General James Jackson Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.) 

The muster roll of Captain David R. Bryan's company of 
Lowndes County, Georgia from 1 July 1838 to 15 October 1838 
"which entered the service on a sudden emergency. to repell the 
invasion of the Indians into that county, .1838," lists Norman 
Allen as a private #12, and Samuel, Christopher, and Jacob 
Lightesly are numbers 42, 43, and 44. The roster shows other 
former Barnwell District, SC residents now living in Lowndes 
County, Georgia. (Georgia Military Record Book 1779-1839. Georgia 
Department of Archives and History. Also, Pines and Pioneers by 


Jane Twitty Shelton, Appendix 9, page 239.) NO 
The pension records filed by Samuel's second wife, Rachel 


Howell Lightsey, on 11 August 1892 state that Samuel Lightsey 
served as a private in the Company commanded by Captain Samuel E. 
Swilly in the regiment of Mounted Volunteers commanded by W.J. 
Mills in the war with the Seminole Indians in the year 1837. He 
enlisted at Ford Palmeter on or about 1837 for six months. He was 
honorably discharged in Newnauvilla, Florida in December 1837. He 
served on the Frontier of Georgia in 1838 and 1839. 

Samuel was on.the 1838 Tax Digest of Lowndes County paying a 
poll tax of 15 5/8 cents and 6 1/4 mills. Christian Lightsey, his 
brother, paid 31 cents and 2 1/2 mills and Norman Allen, his 
brother-in-law, listed two slaves and paid 46 cents and 3/4 


mills. 
On the 1840 Lowndes County census, Samuel's household shows 


two males ages 30-40, so it is probable that Christian was living 
with him. Samuel and Mary Martha had 4 girls and 2 boys by 1840. 
These were Elizabeth M. Lightsey; Mary E and Susan Lightsey, the 
twins; John Joseph; Harriet; and Norman H. Lightsey; all born 
prior to 1840. 
On the 1840 tax digest Samuel paid tax, but showed no 
ownership of land in Lowndes County. He is shown as paying for 
Christian Lightsey, who owned 490 acres in Lowndes’ County, 
District 11, near the Alapaha River. 
By 1850, his household showed Samuel Lightsey, age 44, and 
Martha, age 36; with Mary E., 19; John Joseph, 17; Harriet, 16; 
and Norman H. 11. Elizabeth Lightsey is not shown. She had not 
yet married Edmond Blanton since he appears on the 1850 Lowndes 
County census page 805/402 still married to his first wife, 
Dorcas. An Elizabeth Smith of the right age and born in Georgia 
appears in her Uncle Stephen Lightsey's household in Florida, but 
Elizabeth Lightsey has not bee 
was in her Aunt Elizabeth an 


d Uncle Norman Allen's household. 
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Pour more children had been born to Samuel and Mary Martha 
Zeigler Lightsey since 1840, Christian S., 8; Samuél Houston, 6; + 
Hannah Ann, 4; and David S.Lightsey, 71/12. . 

From letters recorded in the journal of. Samuel's nephew, 
Joseph Benjamin Lightsey, of Jasper County, Mississippi, page 320 
ff, a letter from "Cornelius B. Lightsey of State of Georgia, 
Magnolia, Clinch Co. dated 19 July 1853", says "Uncle Samuel 
Lightsey has 2 girls married one to Jesse D Carter the other 
married Thomas Hughs. Samuel has three grown children two girls 
and one boy." Cornelius was writing about the twins Mary E. 
Lightsey, who married James Thomas Hughes, and Susan Lightsey, 
who married Jesse Carter and then Levi Moore. The grown boy would 
be John Joseph Lightsey. 2 

Cornelius did not mention his Uncle Samuel's daughter, 
Elizabeth Lightsey, who would be only one year older than he. 

Joel Lightsey in writing to Joseph Benjamin on 19 September 
1853, page 335, said that Aunt Betsy Allen, who was visiting in 
Florida from Lowndes County, GA had said that Uncle Samuel's 
family had the chills and fever. Uncle Samuel's John was there a 
week or so before and he believes he was the "roughest looking 
Lightsey that I have seen". mE 

Cornelius wrote on 8 December 1853, page 352, that Uncle 
Samuel Lightsey has 3 grandchildren. He says again that Uncle Sam 
has 2 children married and 3 grown. l ; 

On 4 January 1854, page 385, Cornelius wrote again to say that 
Uncle Samuel Lightsey's family is all well except for John J., 
his oldest son, who is 20 years old and has the fever. He says 
John has three sisters and three brothers. 

According to census records and Pioneers, John should have 
the following sisters and brothers: Elizabeth, Mary E., Susan, 
Harriet, and Hannah Ann as sisters all born before 1850, and 
Norman H., Christopher C., Samuel Houston, and David S. Lightsey 
as brothers. Martha was born in 1853, so Cornelius may not have 
known of her birth. : 

Mary Martha Zeigler Lightsey died about 1858. She was the 
mother of all of Samuel's children. She is supposed to be buried 
in the cemetery of Macedonia Baptist Church as are he and his 
second wife. Only the gravestone of his second wife, Rachel 
Howell Lightsey, can be found there. 

l The 1860 Lowndes County census shows Samuel Lightsey with 
j Norman, Christian, Samuel, Hannah, David and Martha Lightsey at 


home. 


On 5 February 1864, he married Rachel Howell, who was born 
Rachel Rice on 1 May 1816 in South Carolina. She had married 
William Howell and was widowed by him. Two of Rachel and 
William Howell's children married two of Samuel and Mary Martha 
Lightsey's children before Rachel Howell and Samuel Lightsey 
married. John Joseph Lightsey married Sarah Howell, and Harriet 
Lightsey married Joseph Howell. 
The 1870 Echols County, Georgia census shows Sambo Lightsey 
married to Rachel with children David, Christian, and Martha 
Lightsey at home as are Elizabeth and William Howell. 
É According to Pioneers, Samuel lived near present Howell 
station on the west side of the Alapaha River in Lowndes County. 
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Samuel died in September, 1878. According to Pioneers, a 

news item in "The Valdosta Times", 19 October, 1878 said: 
"Mr. Samuel Lightsey of Echols County died a few weeks ago, 
and on last Thursday night week, Mr. Frank (W.F.) Fender,Tax- 


collector, was stricken down and died on the following Sunday 


night. They were school-mates together many years ago in 

South Carolina and they moved to this state in early manhood 
where they lived and died neighbors in Echols County. They 
were aged and highly respected citizens, both having borrowed 
time beyond their three-score and ten. Each raised a large 
family of children, all of whom are married and settled in 
life and are worthy citizens." 

Samuel Lightsey's pension record gives his date of death as 
August 1879 AND August 1878. Since the 1878 date is verified by 
the newspaper records, this is the correct one. 

Rachel Rice Howell Lightsey lived several more years. The 
date given on her gravestone in the Macedonia Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Echols County, Georgia gives her date of death as 2 
October 1892. However, according to the corrections inPioneers, 
v. 5, p.531-532, Rachel Lightsey, widow of Samuel, applied for an 
‘Indian War Widow's pension and made her declaration for same 11 
August, 1892. It was granted 15 April 1893, and she drew the 
pension until her death in August 1899. The pension papers show 
that the last pension was paid to her 4 August 1899, and that she 
had been dropped because of her death. 

Samuel and Mary Martha Zeigler Lightsey had 11 children. 
They were: | 

1. Elizabeth M. Lightsey, born ca. 1830. 

Elizabeth M. Lightsey, the eldest child of Samuel and Mary 
Martha Zeigler Lightsey, was born about 1830. She married Edmond 
Blanton between 1850/ 1860. On the 1850 Lowndes County, GA census 
he was listed on p. 401, line 42, HH 562, as Edmond Blanton 35 
m., b. NC m. Dorcas 38 F. b. NC, with 7 children, David F., 12, 
Nancy C. 11, James J. 7, Margaret 5, Lacey 4, Levi, 3. 

On the 1860 Lowndes County census p. 56/892, line 7 
household 398 he is 45, a farmer, b. NC married to Elizabeth 29 
born SC. The children are Nancy who was 21, a son James J. 19, 
Margaret A., 17, William L., 15, Levi 13, Mary D., 10, Marion E. 
10, Burry, 8, and Emily 7, Flora 5,.Samuel 1, and Aaron.W. a baby 


of two months. 
Edmond's daughter, Nancy Blanton later married -Elizabeth's 


brother Sam Houston Lightsey. 


2. Mary Elizabeth Lightsey (b. ca. 1831) 

Mary Elizabeth Lightsey, a twin, was born in 1831. She 
married James Thomas Hughes, the son .of Jacob Hughes and 
Elizabeth Chitty, between 1851-55. The 1860 Echols County, 
Georgia census lists on p. 654, line 32 HH 14/14 James T. Hughes, 
29 a farmer born in SC, Mary, his wife is 22 (sic) b. in Georgia, 
as are the 3 children, Perry, 4, Madison, 3 and Marran a girl of 


two. 
Mary Elizabeth Lightsey Hughes died before 1870 as the 


1870 Echols County census lists Thomas Hughes,39, b. GA with Perry 


17, Madison 14, Marion 12, Georgia 10, Susan 7, and James 4. 
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According to information from Geraldine M. Clifton, Rt. 9, 
Box 48, Valdosta, GA 31601 in a letter to the author, dated 28 
Oct. 1987, James Thomas Hughes lost an arm in the Civil War. He 
married after Mary's death to Frances Thompson, daughter of 
Seaborn Thompson, and he died in 1896. 
Also from Mrs. Clifton's information, James Thomas Hughes 
and Mary Lightsey had the following children. | | ` 
1. John Perry Hughes b. 1852, d. m. Mary Ann Herndon, 
b. 13 Nov. 1851, d. 20 Sept. 1921 bu. Statensville 
Cem., GA. 
2. Samuel Madison Hughes, b. 21 June 1856, d. 12 Jan. 
1940 bu. Macedonia, Echols Co., GA, m. first, 
3 Dec. 1876 to Polly DeLoach b.. 1 Oct. 1861, d. 
3 Mar. 1893. She was the d/o Riley DeLoach and 
Lucinda Brogdon. m. second, M.Carter.. 
Sámuel Madison Hughes and Polly Ann DeLoach had 
6 children: gag 
l. Arthur H. Hughes b. 30 July 1881 d. 20 Dec. 1936, 
Sardis m. Lula Lightsey b. 6 Sept. 1888 d. 2 July 
1985 Sardis, m. 13 Dec. 1905. "A 
2. Gordon Thomas Hughes,b. 29 Aug. 1886, d.4 Feb. 
1921, Sardis,m. 13 Dec. 1905 to Lommie Lightsey, 
á/o John Roland and Mary Carter Lightsey.Lommie, 
b. 24 July 1886, d. 26 May 1971. 
3. Oliver Hughes m. Zoie Carter. He died 
Jacksonville, FL. n 
4. Minnie Hughes m. McArthur. d. Live Oak, FL 
5. Lola Hughes m. Alfred Carter. 
6. Stella Hughes m. Harris, d. Mineola. 


3. Francis Marion Hughes b.1857 d.1939 Sardis, GA. m.Nanny 
. Thompson, b. 10 Oct. 1858, d. 30 Sept. 1928 Sardis. 
4. George Washington Hughes b. 1859, d. 1944 Hickory Grove, 
GA, m.Nancy Deloach,b.1864, d. 1927, Hickory Grove, GA. 
5. Georgia Hughes, b. 1861, prob. died young. 
6. Susannah Hughes, b. 1863, m. C.C. Carter. 
7. James (Jim E.) Hughes, b. 4-Apr. 1866, d. 4 Jan. 1929, 
Sardis, GA, m. Lavina (Vincy) Deloach b. 4 Dec. 1866, 
d. 22 Sept. 1923. Sardis. - 


3. Susan Lightsey (b. ca. 1831). . 

Susan Lightsey, a twin sister to Mary E., was also born in 
1831. According to information in Pioneers, v. 3, p. 41, she 
married Jesse Carter, the son of John and Elizabeth Carter. He 
was born in Lowndes County, Georgia in 1834 and grew up on his 
father's farm in what is now the Naylor district.  Jesse's sister 
'Sarah Carter married Cornelius Lightsey, Susan's first cousin. 

Jesse and Elizabeth Lightsey Carter married in 1851 and had 


1 | six children: ] 
1. Elijah D. Carter b.1852 m. Malissie Carter, d/o George 


Carter. 

2. Samuel Carter b. 1853 m. Mary Howell, d/o Richard A. 
Howell. . 

3. John Carter b. 1854 m. Louisa Brogden d/o William 

4. Elizabeth Carter b. 1856 m. Jesse D. Howell, s/o R.A. 
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5. Martha Carter b. 1859 m. Mack Wetherington 
6. Minnie Carter b. 1862 m. Pafford P. Carter. 


The 1860 Lowndes County, Georgia census p. 893, line 38, 
household 409 shows Jesse D. Carter age 25 born in Georgia, 
Susanne 25, Elijah 8, Sam 7, John 6, Elizabeth 4, and Martha 1 
all born in Georgia. 

Jesse Carter served as a private in Co. H., 26 Volunteers, 
Georgia Infantry. He was killed near Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
Susan Lightsey Carter then married Levi Moore. 8 

4. John Joseph Lightsey (b. 1833, d. 1863) 

John Joseph Lightsey was the first son of Samuel and Mary 
Martha Zeigler Lightsey. He was born in Barnwell District, South 
Carolina in 1833. John Joseph first married, about 1851, to Sarah 
Howell, who had also been born in Barnwell District. She was born 
in 1837 and was the daughter of William Howell and .Rachel Rice 
Howell. (John Joseph Lightsey, 5/0 Samuel Lightsey and Sarah 
Howell, d/o Rachel Rice and William Howell,had married each other 
before his widowed father Samuel Lightsey, and her widowed mother 
Rachel Rice Howell married.)(See letter in the Huxford files to 
Judge Huxford, no address given, from Faye Meier, 5986 Lakeside 
Dr. Salt Lake City, Utah 84121 dated 3 February 1966). 

John Joseph Lightsey was described as being tall and lanky, 
often called "Johnny Highpockets". 

His family is listed on the 1860 Echols County, Georgia 
census page 663, line 40, 873: John Lightsey 26, farmer, b. SC, 
Sarah Lightsey, 22 f., b. GA, William 4, and John, 1, born in 
Georgia. l ad 
John Joseph and Sarah Lightsey, according to information in 
Pioneers, v.6, p. 146, were members of Macedonia Baptist 
Church in Echols County. There is some question about this as 
there is no current record of any Lightsey. having been a member 
of the Macedonia Baptist Church, according to information from 
Blanche Hatton, 1006 Carlisle St., Haines City, Fl 33844 to the 
writer in a letter dated 20 December 1987 after Mrs.  Hatton had 
talked to the minister of the Macedonia Baptist Church. 

John Joseph and Sarah Howell Lightsey had three children 

before her death on 30 April 1861. They were: 
. John Roland Lightsey, b. 3 January 1853, d.25 July 1936 
at the old home in Echols Co., GA. -> l 
m. first, Mary Ann Carter, the daughter of Martin T. 
Carter and Nancy DeLoach. l 
m. second, Florence Wetherington, the daughter of Enoch 
Weatherington and Mary Howell. * i 
John Roland and Mary Carter Lightsey had the 
following children according to information from 
Geraldine Clifton: 
1. Arrie Lightsey, b. 15 Dec. 1882, d. 8 Jan. 1975, 
m. Levi Hutchinson. 
2. Lommie Lightsey b. 24 July 1886, Echols Co., GA, 
d. 26 May 1971 Sardis, GA l 
m. Gordon Thomas Hughes,s/o Samuel Madison Hughes 
and Polly Ann DeLoach. Samuel Madison Hughes was 
the s/o James Thomas Hughes and Mary Lightsey, 
the sister of John Joseph Lightsey. 
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R ' Lommie Lightsey and Gordon Thomas Hughes had 7 - 
children: Gë 
1. Letha Hughes b. 14 Jan. 1906, m. 22 Nov. 1922 
Lawton Carter b. 23 May 1902 d. 30 Oct. 1974, 
Sardis, GA. a 
2. Merdie Hughes b. 28 Sept. 1908, m, 10 Jan. 
1923 to Leon Carter, b. 31 Mar. 1905. 
. Leo Hughes m. Hal Mickel. 
Wilbur Clayton Hughes, m. Florence?, 
Caroll Hughes b. 18 May 1915 d. 22 June 1960, 
Sardis, GA, ue 
m. Gladys Hughes, b. 5 June 1917, d. 4 Mar.1983. 
6. Elma b.12 Aug. 1917, Lowndes Co., GA, m. 7 Sept. 
1932, Alvin Byrd McLeod,b.12 July 1905,Lowndes 
Co.,GA. (parents of Geraldine McLeod Clifton). 
7. Ozell Hughes b. 23 Aug. 1920 m. 15 Nov. 1941 
Harry Carter, b.' 24 Apr. 1922, d. 26 Dec. 1979 


Sardis, GA 


Ut i» w 


3. Lula Lightsey b. 6 Sept. 1888, d. 2 July 1985, 
Sardis, GÀ, m.13 Dec. 1905, Arthur Hughes b.30 July 

1881 d. 20 Dec. 1936. 

4. Willie M. Lightsey, Sr. b.14 Jan. 1893 d.19 Mar.1981 
Sardis, GA m. Rebecca Ann McLain b..14 Oct. 1893, 

d. 20 Apr. 1986 Sardis, GA (See interview with Willie 
Lightsey in Chinkypin II by Mrs. Dorothy Price,p.164) 

5. Jessie Staten Lightsey b.22 May 1895,d.31 Aug. 1981 
Sardis, m.16 Nov. 1921 Callie Vann, b. 14 Apr. 1902 

d. Sept.1986, Sardis, GA. 


John Roland and Florence Wetherington Lightsey had a 
child: . | 
Ñ 6. Linnie Pearl Lightsey b. 9 Jan. 1907, m. Albert 
: 1 Herndon. 


Children of John Joseph Lightsey (cont.): 
2. William S. Lightsey, b. ca. 1856. He moved to Texas 


and married there. He died in Texas ca. 1939. 
3. Rachel E. Lightsey, b. ca. 1860. She married William H. 


Higgs. 


After his first wife Sarah's death, John Joseph Lightsey 
married Olive Rentz who was born in Barnwell District, SC in 
1841, the daughter of Samuel Rentz. According to Faye Meier's 
letter to Mr. Huxford, Olive and John J had a daughter, Sarah, 
who was born in 1862 and married Aaron Sauls. Sarah was named 
for John Joseph's first wife, Sarah Howell. 

John Joseph Lightsey served in Co. I of the 47th Georgia 
Infantry. He died in a CSA hospital in Marion, Mississippi on 10 : 
September 1863. v. v oster of the onfederate oldiers of 
Georgia 1861-1865 compiled by Lillian Henderson. 

Echols County, Georgia Deed Book K:31 shows Samuel Lightsey, 
administrator for the estate of John J. Lightsey, deceased, late 
of Echols County on 6 January 1874, selling at auction on order 
of the court, to Olive Lightsey, the land being 26 and 3/4 acres 
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part of lot number 447 in the- 11th District of Ecbols belonging 
to the estate of John J. Lightsey, deceased. Sold on the first 
Tuesday in Feby, 1867 to Olive Lightsey for twenty dollars. The 
deed is witnessed by G.W. Herndon, J.D. Zeigler, and T.M. 
Prescott, J.P. l NH 

The 1870 Mortality Schedule on the census of Echols County, 
Georgia shows that Sam Rentz died of paralysis at age 75. He was 
living in the household of his daughter Olive Lightsey at the 
time. Olive is shown on the 1870 census as being 29, born in 
South Carolina. She was farming, with her son William listed as a 
farm laborer, at 14, Rachel, 10, and Sarah 8, are also listed. 
All born in Georgia. s , 

After the death of her husband, John Lightsey and her 
father, Sam Rentz, Olive Rentz married Martin T. Carter and had 
more children by him. She died 25 Nov. 19317. | 


5.Harriet Lightsey (ca. 1834) N 

Harriet Lightsey was born about 1834. She married Joseph 
Howell, the son of Rachel and William Howell in the 1850's. 
Joseph's sister married Harriet's brother and his widowed mother 
mother would later marry Harriet's father. 

The 1860 Lowndes County, Georgia census p.892, line 28, 
&400/401 shows Joseph Howell 28, b. Georgia, Harriet 23, Nellie 
4, Martha 3, Mary 2, and John a baby of 4 months. 

The 1880 soundex to the Georgia census shows Joseph Howell 
and Harriet living at Nalor in Lowndes County, Georgia with the 
following children, Nelly, 22, Martha 20, Mary, 19, John S. 17, 
Susan 16, Sarah, 14, William 12, Jesse, 10, George 8, James 6, 
and Mitchell 3, all born in Georgia. j 


6.Norman H Lightsey, (b. 1839, d. 1863). 

: Norman H. Lightsey was born about 1839. It is incorrectly 
stated that he died young in v. 1 of Pioneers. A later correction 
in v. 6, p. 294, says that he died in a hospital on 1 Sept. 1863 
while serving in the I Company, 47th Georgia Infantry Regiment, 
CSA. He had enlisted in Co. I, 11 th Georgia Battalion of 
Infantry on 4 March 1862. | l 

He probably died in the same hospital in Marion, Lauderdale 
County, Mississippi in which his brother John J. Lightsey died on 


the 10th of September 1863. : ; 


7. Christopher C. Lightsey (b. 1842) 

Christopher C. Lightsey was born about 1842 in Lowndes 
county and married Nellie George, the daughter of Asa George. 

Nellie is on her father Asa George's census in 1850, Lowndes 
p.402, line 24, #566 and 1860 Lowndes 892, line 34, $402. She 


was born about 1845. 


The 1880 soundex to the Georgia census shows Christian and 


Nelly living in the Naylor area of Lowndes County, Georgia with 
- Elizabeth, 11, Martha 5, Samuel 3, and Molly 1, all born in 


Georgia. 
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' 8. Samuel Houston Lightsey, (b. 1845, d. 1919.) 

Samuel Houston Lightsey was born 17 May 1845 in Lowndes 
County, GA. He married Nancy Blanton, the daughter of Edmond 
Blanton and his first wife Dorcas. Nancy was born about 1839. Her 
father married Sam Houston Lightsey's sister,. Elizabeth Lightsey, 
after the death of Nancy's mother Dorcas Blanton. . 

Samuel Lightsey appears on the 1870 Echols: County census. He 
is 23 years old, born in Georgia and is farming. Nancy is listed 
as being born in SC (sic), and Florence is one year old and born 
in Georgia. 

Samuel H. Lightsey's will was made in Echols County, Georgia 
in 1916. He names a son Carroll Lightsey, grandchildren Eva 
Carter Corbitt, Vera Carter, Floice Carter, Lillie May Carter and 
Irene Carter, children of his deceased daughter. He also 
mentions his daughter Mrs. Florence Johnson, other grandchildren 
Eunice Leigh Morgan and Garcia Leigh, children of his deceased 
daughter Lillie. Several plots of land are willed to the various 
heirs. Samuel Lightsey made his mark the 14th of March 1916 and 
it is witnessed by John Deloach, Henry Parrish, and W.C. Howell, 
SR. E 
. . S.H. Lightsey's gravestone in the Hickory Grove Cemetery 
shows his birthdate as 17 May 1845 and date of death as 13 April: 
1919. His wife Nancy Blanton, born 9 Sept. 1839 and d. Jany 30, 
1923, is buried beside him. l | 

On the annual return for Samuel Lightsey book CC 212, Echols 
County the distribution sheet, p. 213, shows S.H. Lightsey 
$1335.00, W.R. Johnson $1335.00. J.S. Lightsey $1335.00. Garcia 
Lee $667.00, Eunice Morgan, 667.00, Wm. Carter, guardian of 
Florice, Lillie Mae, and Irene Carter $1335.00, C.C. Lightsey 
$267.00, Vera Corbit and Eva Corbit $267.00. 

Eula Lightsey, a daughter of Sam Houston Lightsey and Nancy 
Blanton Lightsey was born 22 August, 1870 and died 20 August 
1910. | She married Staten Carter, son of Martin Turner and Nancy 
DeLoach Carter. Martin was the son of John and Lavinio Carter. 
(This information comes from Lawrence and Frances Carter, 2407 
Bemiss Rd., Valdosta, GA 31602.) ES 


9.Hannah Ann Lightsey (b. 1846) 

Hannah Ann Lightsey was born about 1846 in Lowndes County, 
Georgia. She married Aaron Rice,. the son of John Guess Rice. 
Aaron's father was a brother to Christina Rice who married Hannah 
Ann's Uncle Jacob Lightsey. The Rices were from the Barnwell 
District of South Carolina. 

The printed 1870 census of Clinch County, Georgia done by 
the Huxford Genealogical Society shows on p. 57 $510 that Aaron 
Rice age 24 and Hannah Rice age 21.are living in the household of 
Ellen S. Rice age 39. Also in the household are Phoebe 22, 
William D. 20, Jane 18, Artemus 14, Luretia 11, Quarterman 10, 
D.L. 7, Mary 1, Martha E. 3 mos. 


10.David S Lightsey, b. 1851, d. 1921. 
David Samuel Lightsey was born in 1851 and died in 1921, 
according to gravestone information furnished by Blanche Hatton 
Haines City, FL dated 20 Dec. 1987 to the writer. He married 
i Lomie Carter, the daughter of Isaac Carter. She was born in 
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1853 and died in 1930 and is buried in Union-Cemetery in Lanier. 
County, Georgia. ( Hux. Gen. Mag. v. ix, 4&2, June 82 and picture 
of gravestone from Blanche Hatton.) 

Also buried in the Union Cemetery with her are S.W. Lightsey 
b. 1874 d. 1929. Ivy W. Lightsey 1/31/82 to 5/5/1959, Lawrence L. 
‘Lightsey 1877-1920, Lem Perryman Lightsey 2/14/80 4/09/1953, 
Florence Amanda Brady Lightsey 9/24/1896 to 11/98/1958, and 
Bessie Lightsey Cribbs. (Huxford Genealogical Society Magazine v. 
IX #2, June, 1982.) 

On 1880 soundex to the 1880 Georgia census, David and Lomie 
Lightsey had the following children, Dawson, 8, Samuel 6, 
Laurence 3, and Lemma S. a two month old at the time of the 
census. 

From information furnished by Blanche Hatton, the children 

of David Samuel and Lomie Carter Lightsey were: : 
1. ‘Dawson Lightsey, b. 18 March 1872, d.29 Feb. 1908 
m. Lizzie Carter b. 1875, d. 1968. (Children: Laura m. 
Charlie Norten, Lyman C. Lightsey, Newton Lightsey, 
Caroll Lightsey) l 
2. Samuel W. Lightsey, 1874-1929 : : 
m.Mary Petter (Children:Walter, Donald, Ruby Lightsey) 
3. Lawrence Lymond Lightsey b. 1877, d. 1920, unm. 
4. Ivey W. Lightsey b. 31 Jan. 1882, d. 5 May 1959 
m. Mattie Collin (Children: David, Wiley Lee, Lomie 
Lou, Magdalene) | a 
5. Lemuel Perryman Lightsey, b. 11 Feb. 1880, d. 9 Apr. 
1953 m. Mandy Brady Hunt a 
6. Bessie Lightsey 4 July 1887, d. 10 July 1966. 
m.Gordon Cribbs (Children: Ava Nell Cribbs, Dorothy 
Cribbs) . 
7. Caulie Lee Lightsey, b. 16 Feb. 1895, d. 7 Aug. 1953. 
bu. Good: Hope Cemetery, Lowndes Co., GA. . 
m. first, Pearl Phillips b. 7 Dec. 1900, d. 12 Nov. 1931. 
m. second, Ola Griffen U 


Children: | "m l 
1. Russell Lee Lightsey, b. 1918, m. Mattie Brown. 


2. Eunice Pearl Lightsey, b. July 1919, m. 1936 
Owen Allen, secónd: Troy Cowart. 

3. Lomie Blanche Lightsey, b. Jan. 1921, m. 1937, 
Glenn Thomas Johnson, second, Michael Hatton. 

4. Mary Evelyn Lightsey b. 11 July 1922, m. Edward 


Cain. 
5. Caulie Cranford Lightsey b. 26 Jan. 1926, 


l m. Bonnie ; 
6. Caulie Lee Lightsey Jr. b. 1935, Lowndes Co., 


GA, m. Shirley 


David Samuel Lightsey was the last child of Samuel and Mary 
Martha to live to adulthood. 


11. Martha Lightsey (b. 1853, d. 1860/70) 
Their eleventh and last child was a daughter, Martha, born 
about 1853. She died young sometime between after the 1860 and 


before the 1870 census. 
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Jacob Lightsey: 

(1810-1891/92) 7 7 
s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 

s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit ) 


Jacob Lightsey Married: Christina Rice 
b.17 June 1810 7 Jan. 1830 b.25 Oct. 1807 
Colleton Dist., SC Barnwell Dist.,SC Barnwell Dist.,SC 
d. 27 April 1892 : d.24 Sept. 1890 
Clinch Co., GA Clinch Co., GA 


Children: 


Cornelius B. Lightsey Married: Sarah Carter 
b. 30 Dec. 1831 ca. 1855 b. ca 1837 
Barnwell Dist., SC 

d. CSA ( Co. H. 29 GA Reg.) 


Rebecca Lightsey Unm. 
b. Feb. 1833 

Barnwell Dist., SC 

d.1850/53 

Ware/Clinch Co., GA 


Susannah (Ann) Lightsey Married: | William J. Knight 


b. 14 Jan. 1834 b. 1830/31 
GA GA 
d. CSA ` 
Married: 2. David Singleton Copeland 
b:ca- 1843 
i i Mary E. Lightsey Married: Mitchell S. Griffin 

| b.7 Feb. 1836 .ca 31817 

Clinch Co., GA GA 


* Mary E. Lightsey was the second wife of Mitchell Griffin. He 
was first married to Rebecca _ : 


John J. Lightsey Married: 

b. Apr. 1837 in Florida 

GA 

Stephen J. Lightsey Married: Elizabeth Lott 
b. 13 June 1838 9 Oct. 1866 b. 9 Dec. 1849 
Lowndes Co., GA Ware Co, Ga Ware Co., GÀ 
d.13 Oct. 1913 29 Ap 1925 
Mulberry,Polk Co., FL Plant City, FL 
(CSA, Co. I, 12 th GA Inf. private) Hillsborough Co. 
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Children of Jacob & Christina Rice Lightsey (cont). 


Rachel Lightsey Married: Lewis Sirmans 

b.24 Oct. 1840 b. 1847 

Ware Co.,GA GA Tn 
d.1870/80 GA 

Married: - 2.John A. Whittington 

b.1824 GA 

Jacob S. Lightsey Married: Henrietta E. Nugent 

b.26 Sept. 1842 4 April 1884 


Ware Co., GA 
d.31 March 1885 
Clinch Co., GA (CSA Co. G. 50th GA Reg.) 


George Washington Lightsey UNM. 


b. 1844 

GA 

d.8 Oct. 1864 CSA in Federal Prison Camp 
Camp Chase, Ohio (CSA Pvt. Co. H., 4 Ga Cal. grave #2901/2 ) à 
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i ^ Jacob Lightsey 
(1810-1891/2) : 
s/o Susannah & John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 
s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit 


Jacob Lightsey, the son of John and Susannah Lightsey,* was 
born in Colleton District, South Carolina on 17 June 1810, 
according to the information on his gravestone. 

*(Note that the information in Pioneers of Wiregrass, Georgia 
by Folks Huxford states that he and Samuel were -the sons of David 
and Mary Lightsey of Barnwell, South Carolina. See the chapter on 
David Lightsey (1774/84-1817), s/o George Lightsey. ALL of that 
David and Mary's children were named in his estate papers. There 
was a Jacob, but he is not this Jacob and there was NO Samuel, 
son of David Lightsey.) f 

The information submitted to The Church of Jesus Christ 

Latter Day Saints by John Henry Knight states that his 

information is based on Family Bible information. Every effort 

has been made to locate this Bible. At this point, it is the 
author's opinion that the copyright date on the Bible, if 
located, is probably a later one. The information in the Bible 

was most likely based on the same information sent to Mr. 

Huxford. 

That source seems to have been the guardianship paper for 

the Jacob, who was the son of David and Mary Lightsey of Barnwell 

District, South Carolina. (Again see above cited chapter). 

However, that Jacob and this one are not the same person. 

(All the children of all the Davids of South Carolina have been 

listed in estate papers.) 

This Jacob was a brother to Stephen Lightsey, who was 
co-administrator of his father John Lightsey's estate in Barnwell 
in 1829. i - l - 

This Jacob married Christina Rice on 7 January 1830 in 
Barnwell District, South Carolina. Christina had been born in 
that district on 25 October 1807 to John Rice, the son of Aaron 
Rice, and Ann Guest Rice the daughter of John Guest.(Pioneers of 
Wiregrass, Georgia by Folks Huxford, Volume 1, pages 168,169, 
182, 183, and 238.) Christina's nephew Aaron Rice, the son of 
her brother John Guest Rice and Ellen Sellars, married  Jacob's 

l niece, Hannah Lightsey, the daughter of Jacob's brother Samuėl 

E F and Mary Martha Zeigler Lightsey. 

i | The 1830 census for Barnwell District, South Carolina shows 
Jacob Lightsey with his wife and another female in the household, 
probably Ann's sister, Rachel Rice. 

The Rice family moved to Georgia in 1833. Jacob, Samuel, and 
Christian Lightsey are said to have moved there in 1836, 
according to the material in Pioneers. However, the Lowndes 
County Tax Digest for 1834-35 shows John Rice paying tax in 
Lowndes. Samuel Rentz signed this tax list as an agent for 
Jacob Lightsey. The 1835 tax record page 35 shows Jacob 
Lightsey paying one poll tax of $31.21. Jacob lived in Lowndes 
County for only a brief time before moving into the adjoining 
county of Ware. 

He did not sign the petition for relief from the Indian 
harrassment which his brothers, Samuel and Christian Lightsey 


os 
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and his brother-in-law, Norman Allen signed on 5 August 1836. 
However, he did appear on the muster roll of Captain David R. 

Bryan's company in Lowndes County dated 1 July 1838 to 15 October 
1838, "which entered the service on a sudden emergency to repell 
the invasion of the Indians into that county, 1838." (Georgia 


Military Affairs, Vol. 9, 1838-1842. See also, Pines and 


Pioneers, a History of Lowndes Count Georgia, 1825-1900 by Jane 
Twitty Shelton.) 

The 1840 Ware County, Georgia census for Jacob Lightsey 
shows himself and wife and 1 male 10-15, 1 male under 5; 1 female 
5-10 and 1 female under 5. By 1840, Jacob and Christina had 
Cornelius, Rebecca, Susannah (Ann), Mary E., John J. and Stephen 
J., so one male and one female are missing from his household. 
John Rice, this Jacob's father-in-law is next door. Jacob owned 4 
slaves in 1840. Ba 

The 1850 census of Ware County listed Jacob Lightsey. 39, 
Christiann 42, Cornelius 18, Rebecca 17, all born in South 
Carolina. Susannah 16, John 13, Rachel 10, Jacob 8, and George 5, 
all born in Georgia. The places of birth for the children as 
given on this census pin point the time of Jàcob's move to about 
1834. x i 
Soon after the 1850 census, Clinch County was formed from 
the portion of Ware in which Jacob lived, so although he did not 
move, he was living in Clinch county after 1850. l 

The county of Clinch was created because of the needs of a 
growing population now that the Indians had been driven out. The 
county was approved by the Legislature of 1849 and 50 on 14 
February 1850, and was named after General Duncan L. Clinch, who 
had just died at his home in Macon. He had been in the War of 
1812 and was a brigadier-general in the Indian wars in Florida 
during 1836-8. E 

Jacob Lightsey was security on bond for the first officers 
of Clinch County for John C. Kirkland as clerk of the Inferior 


Court on 24 June 1850. (History of Clinch County, Georgia, page 


31, 32.) | 
By 1853, Jacob's son, Cornelius Lightsey of Magnolia, Clinch 


County, Georgia was writing .to his cousin Joseph Benjamin 
Lightsey in Jasper County, Mississippi. Joseph Benjamin copied 
these letters into his journal. On page 320, a letter from 
Cornelius B. Lightsey, dated 19 July 1853, tells that they are 
going to have a railroad in four miles of them feeding from 
Brunswick to Mobile. Cornelius hopes to be able to visit Joseph 
Benjamin in Mississippi. He had been out to visit his Uncle 
Stephen the last Christmas, and his cousin David had been to 
visit him from Florida. 

Cornelius wrote that he was 21 years old and had two grown 
sisters, neither married. Altogether he said he had three sisters 
and three brothers. He told Joseph Benjamin to write him back at 
Alapha, PO in Lowndes County, Georgia. In a later letter, he 
explains he can get the letters a week sooner at that post 
office. 

The sisters and brothers of Cornelius were Susannah, Mary E. 
and Rachel, and John J., Stephen J.,Jacob S. and George W. His 
sister Rebecca died between 1850 and 1853, and he has omitted a 


brother. 
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^ Again, on 8 Decembef 1853, Cornelius writes that "father has ` 
three grown children, none of us married yet." l 
On 4 January 1854, he said he was the oldest of his father's 
family, "the next sister is 20, the next 18, the next a boy 16, 
the next a boy 10, the next a boy 7 years. Seven in all still 
living." He listed their names as Ann. R., Mary S.E., John J., 
S.S., Rachel M., Jacob S. and George Washington Lightsey. 
This information compares to that in Pioneers. Rebecca is 
missing as she died young. Susannah Ann was born on 14 January 
1834, so she was the 20 year old. Mary S.E. was.born on 7 February 
1836, so she was the 18 year old. John J was born in April, 1837, 
' so he was approximately 16. S.S. would be Stephen J. born 13 June 
1838 which would make him about 16 also. Rachel was born 24 
October 1840, so she would be about 14. Jacob was born 26 Sept. 
1842, so he would be about 12, and George was born in 1844, so he 
would be about ten years old. Lou 
The 1850 census, as mentioned, shows Rebecca, who is dead by 
1853/54. Susannah (Ann), John, Rachel, Jacob, and George. Mary 
and Stephen J are NOT with the family on the 1850 census. There 
- is a Mary Lightsey of the right age in the household with Joseph 
and Abilgail Zeigler in Lowndes County, page 416. Steven, 
approximately 12 years old in 1850, has not been located. 
Jacob and Christina Lightsey were charter members of the 
Prospect Primitive Baptist Church which was organized on 22 
January 1859. He became a deacon there on 4 June 1859 and served 
as church clerk from 1859 to 1865. 
The 1860 Clinch County, Georgia census shows Christina and 
Jacob with only two of their children still at home, Jacob 58S., 
and George W. Lightsey. 
By 1870, only the two of them were at home and the same in 
1880. They were living in the town of Dupont; and at age 70 
keeping a hotel. The information in Pioneers, states that when 
the railroad was built from Savannah to Thomasville,  Jacob's 
plantation was not far from the new station. He bought some land 
in the new town of Dupont and built the first hotel there which 
he and his wife operated for many years. l 
The 1880 census shows Jacob and his wife still keeping a 
hotel. Their granddaughter Josie Lightsey, age 16 is also listed. 
Jacob was appointed a commissioner for the town of Dupont in 
1874 and again in 1884. (Pioneers, page 364.) l 
Christina Rice Lightsey died 24 September 1890 and is buried 
in the North Cemetery two miles north of DuPont. Her obituary in 
the 4 October 1890 Valdosta Times states: 
"Mrs. Christiana Lightsey died at DuPont, Ga. Sept 9th 1890. 
She was born in Barnwell district (sic), South Carolina, Oct. 
25th, 1807 and was married to Jacob Lightsey Jan. 7th, 1830. 
Her maiden name was Christiana Rice. 
She joined the Primitive Baptist church at Cow Creek 51 
years ago, and has been a consistent member ever since.... 
The deceased leaves a husband and four children...She was 
Confined to her bed about ten months, with paralysis." 
E According to his gravestone Jacob Lightsey died 27 April 
4 1892. However,in the Clinch County, Georgia Deed Book K:144 there 
E is an indenture dated 24 January 1889 between C.B. Lightsey, 

S.J.Lightsey, Ann R. Copeland, Mary E. Griffin, and Alice Sirmans 
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of Clinch County, Georgia and Polk County, Florida and Charles 


Hughes. These heirs of Jacob Lightsey for $50.00 sell land in 
Dupont, Clinch County, Georgia to Charles H. Hughes of Clinch. 
cp. Lightsey, Ann R.Copeland, Mary E. Griffin and Allice Sirmans 
are listed as heirs, executors, administrators. This is recorded 


7 August 1891. 
On Deed Book K: 525 of Clinch County, Georgia the heirs of 
Lightsey of Florida, Ann R. Copeland, Mary 


Jacob Lightsey, S.J. 
E. Griffin of Lowndes Co., Georgia and Alice Eason (Alice Sirmons 


d/o Rachel Lightsey Sirmons married an Eason) of Clinch County, 
Georgia convey property to M.S. Eason and J.M. Eason of the 
County of Clinch for 450.00, Lot 570 in the 12 District of 
Dupont, Clinch Co., Georgia bordered north and east by lands of 
the heirs of Jacob Lightsey. The indenture is dated the 15th day 
of December 1891 and recorded 14 April 1892. 

Since Jacob was stated to be alive at the time of his wife's 
obituary, 4 October 1890, and the first deed which refers to his 
heirs is dated 1889, this wording was used prior to his death. 
Therefore, the gravestone date of death, 27 April 1892, seems 


correct. 


The children of Jacob and Christina Rice Lightsey were: 
l.Cornelius B. Lightsey (1831-1860's) 
Cornelius B. Lightsey was born 30 December 1831 in the 

Barnwell District of South Carolina. He married Sarah Carter, the 

daughter of John Carter. 
By the 1860 Clinch County, Georgia census, page 40/193 

household 216/240, Cornelius is listed as age 28. He was a 

merchant born in South Carolina. Sarah is 23.They had three 

children, William, 4, Ulysses, 2, and Martha A, an infant. 
Cornelius served in Company H of the 29 Georgia Regiment in 


the Civil War. According to v. III of the Roster of Confederate 


Soldiers 1861-65 compiled by Lillian Henderson, he was a 2d 
Sergeant Sept. 1, 1861. "Elected 2d Lieutenant May 7, 1862. On 
picket duty Mar. 16, 1863. No later record." 

By Clinch County Deed Book L:571, dated 15 February 1894, 


S.J. Lightsey of Hillsboro Co., FL, A.K. Copeland, M.E. Griffin 
both of Lowndes Co., GA, Alice Eason of Clinch Co., GA convey to 
U.A. Lightsey, administrator of C.B.- Lightsey of Polk Co., 


Florida part of lot number 570 Dupont, Clinch Co., GA 
On 16 February 1894 in Deed Book L: 549 S.J. Lightsey, Ann 


R. Copland, Alice Eason, and U.A. Lightsey, administrator for 
estate of C.B. Lightsey convey land, also part of 570 in Dupont, 
Clinch Co., GA to M.E. Griffin. This is recorded on the 25 of 


April 1894. 
2. Rebecca Lightsey (1833-1850/53). 


3. Susannah Ann Lightsey (1834- ) 
Susannah Ann Lightsey, who was born 14 January 1834, married 


William J. Knight. He was the son of William Cone Knight. He 
appears on the 1850 Lowndes County census p. 400 in his father's 
household #546 as age 21. By 1860, he married Susannah Ann 

and they. appear on the 1860 Lowndes County, GA census p. 895 at 
the Naylor P.O. He was 30, Ann was 27, and they had a son 2, and 


226 


QU GOW pm tH 


ae D 


PI GA ET OA 


Te rt pri red 


daughter 2 months old, all born in Georgia. William J. Knight 
died during the Civil War. j Em i 

After his death, Ann then married David Singleton Copeland, 
who .was the l6th child of Lott Copeland originally of Chatham 
County, North Carolina. David was born about 1843, so his mother 
was Susan Guess Copeland, the second wife of Lott Copeland. 


(Pioneers, p.364) 


4.Mary E. Lightsey 1836- 
Mary E. Lightsey who was born 7 February 1836 married 


Mitchell S. Griffin, a merchant of the Cat Creek area of Lowndes 
County. He was some twenty years older than she, and she was his 
second wife. l 

The 1850 census in Lowndes County, p. 753, line 23, #215 
shows him with his wife Rebecca and five children. On the 1860 
Lowndes County, Georgia census p. 899/62, line 36 #449 Mitchell 
S. Griffin is listed as a 43 year old merchant born in Georgia 
married to Mary E., age 22, b. in Georgia. Three children William 
Griffin, 10, Mitchell D. 7 m. and Martha 4, are listed with them. 


5.John J. Lightsey (1837- ) o 
John J. Lightsey was born in April of 1837 and is supposed to 
have married and died in Florida. He was dead before 1889 as he is 
not listed as one of the heirs of Jacob Lightsey. 


6. Stephen J. Lightsey (1838-1913). l 
Stephen J. Lightsey was born 13 June 1838. Stephen was 
living in a hotel, kept by William S. Peters, in 1860, according ` 
to the Lowndes County, Georgia census, p. 887/51, line 26 4370. 
He served in Company I of the 12th Georgia Infantry as a 
private. In Volume II of the Roster of the Confederate Soldiers 

. of Georgia 1861-1865 by Lillian Henderson S.J. Lightsey is listed 
as a private on June 14, 1861. “Captured at Front ..., Va., May 
30, 1862.Exchanged at Aiken's Landing, Va. Aug. 5, 1862. Wounded 

in 1864. Received by Provost Marshal ...Army of the Potomac, a 
Confederate deserter Mar. 22, 1865. Took oath of allegiance to 
U.S. Govt. at Washington, D.C. and was furnished transportation 
to Burlington, 111. Mar 29, 1865." 

He later married Elizabeth Lott, the daughter of Dr. Daniel 
| Lott, a dentist of Danish descent. (History of Ware County, 
( Georgia by Laura Singleton Walker.) AE 
i Stephen also is supposed to moved to Florida and died there 

‘sometime after 1894 as he appears on land deeds in books K and L 
in Clinch County, Georgia until then. i 

The Ware County, Georgia grantee index to deeds and 

mortgages shows two full pages of deeds to Elizabeth Lightsey 
dating from 1885 to 1915. Many of these connect to the estate of 
her father Dr. Daniel Lott, who died in Waycross, Georgia 24 June 

1880 according to the _History of Ware County, Georgia, page 424. 

Elizabeth was a resident of Hillsboro County, Florida. 

Stephen J. Lightsey is listed on the 1880 soundex of 
Hillsboro County, Florida, age 42, born in Georgia married to 
Elizabeth, age 31, also born in Georgia. Their children were: 
Linton L, son 12, and Custus D, son, 11 both born in Georgia, and 
Stephen J., a son, 6, born in Florida, which means they moved 
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there between 1869 and 1874. Two other children were born in 
Florida, also, Fannie S., 4, a daughter and Jacob L. who was five 
months old at the time of the census. l i 

The information on the Lott family from The History of Ware 


County, Georgia lists the children of Elizabeth and Steven 
Lightsey as Linton, Custis, Jake Julius, Frances, and Tom. 


Va 


7.Rachel Lightsey (1840- ) 
Rachel Lightsey was born 24 October 1840 in Ware County, 


Georgia. She married Lewis Sirmans, who was born about 1847, the 
son of David J. Sirmans. History of Ware County, Georgia by 


Laura Singleton Walker. 
Clinch County, Georgia Deed Book B: 256 dated 5 January 


1877 shows John. A. Whittington and Rachel Whittington, wife of 
the said John A. Whittington for $10.00 and love and affection to 
Rachel Whittington and her heirs all of the tract. of land in the 
Ith District of Clinch County, lot number 457 containing 490 
acres on which Reppardo Mill now stands, also a house and lot in 
Homerville known as the old Gottee lot...This was recorded 11 
January 1877. l 

The 1880 census Clinch County, Georgia, p.541 #84/92 shows 
John Whittington, age 56, mecanic (sic), born in Georgia, Rachel, 
38, and Allice Sirmans 16 step daughter. 

Rachel was dead by 1889 as the deeds for her father Jacob 
Lightsey's estate does not list her as an heir but lists her 
daughter Alice Sirmons, who becomes Alice Eason. 


8. Jacob 8. Lightsey (1842-) 
Jacob S. Lightsey was born 16 September 1842. He served in 


the CSA, Co. G, 50th Georgia Regiment. Vol. V of Roster of the 
Confederate Soldiers of Georgia 1861-1865 compiled by Lillian 
Henderson lists him as "Jr. 2d Lieutenant Mar. 4, 1862. Elected 
2d Lieutenant 0ct.25,1862. Resigned Mar. 2, 1863 (Born in 1841.) 
(sic). 

In 1880, he was living in the Clinch county household 

883/91 of Thomas VW. Wells, next door to his sister Rachel 

Lightsey  Sirmons Whittington. .He was a merchant. Jacob married 
Henrietta E. Nugent on 4 April 1884. He died on 31 March 1885, 

and is buried in the North Cemetery near Dupont, Georgia also. 

(Letter from Mr. R.A. Stallings to the author.) ; 


9. George Washington Lightsey (ca. 1844 -1864). 

George Washington Lightsey was born about 1844. He never 
married. He served as a private in Co.H, 4th Georgia Calvary and 
died in a Federal prison at Camp Chase, Ohio. He is buried there 
in grave #290 and 1/2. (Confederate POW's, Soldiers and Sailors 
Who Died in Federal Prisons and Milita ospitals in the North 


by Frances Igmire and Carolyn Ericson.) 
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Variations of the Lightsey Name Not Yet Found to Be Connected to 
the Johannes Jacob Leitzeit Family 


Bernard Leitze 


(1720-1774) S 
Bernard Leitze Married: first, unknown 
second, Mary Edon 
b.8 Apr 1720 Neckarelz 31 Mar.1754 b. 
d.23 Oct. 1774 d. post 1785 pre 1793 
Charleston, 8C l 
Children: 
Bernard Leitz m. Maria Goetzinger 
b. pre 1754 16 Mar. 1783 v os 
St. John Lutheran 
Charleston, SC Charleston SC 
à. post 16 Oct. 1793 
pre 6 Feb. 1795 post 1 Apr. 1789 pre 


St. James Goose Creek, SC 16 Oct. 1733 


Johannes Leitze Sarah Schwedman(nin) 
b. 1757 m. b. 1757 

d. 14 May 1783 d. 29 Oct. 1778 
Charleston, SC 


Bernard Leitze (s/o Bernard Leitze) 
(b. pre 1754, d. pre 6 Feb. 1795) 


Bernard Leitz m.16 Mar. 1783 Maria Goetzinger 
b. pre 1754 i Charleston, $C 

d. pre 6.Feb. 1795 

Charleston, SC 


Children: 

l.Bernard Leitz 
b.1783/93 

d. pre 25 Oct. 1819 


m.2 Dec. 1805 Mary Ann Russel 


Note: Bernard and Mary Ann Russel Leitze had one son James Leitze. 


2. Mary Margaretha Leitze 
b. 16 Sept. 1784 | 


3.Elizabeth Leitze 


b.1783/93 under 18 in 1793 
d. possibly pre 1816 if she is the Elizabeth Leitze noted in a 


letter from Charles Floyd, no address given to writer, to Sarah 
Walters 27 July 1985. According to this sketchy information, that 
Elizabeth married 1812 to Thomas Smith. She died pre 1816 as 
Thomas Smith married a second time then. 


ce e de rer 
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7 Bernard Leitz 
(1720-1774) 


"Bernard Leitze was born 8 April 1720 at Neckarelz, 
learned the tailor profession, has had 4 children by his first 
wife of whom one son is still alive and has living another son by 
his second wife, d. 23 Oct. bur 24 Oct. 1774, age 54 yrs., 7 
mo." (The Church Records of St. John's Lutheran Church, 
Charleston, Charleston, South Carolina, translated and arranged 
by Ernst Koehler from a photostat copy presented to the 
Genealogical Society of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah, 1946, p.70-71.) 

This source continues, "40-72 (N.X.N.) chr. 24 March 1773, 
sponsors: Connely's daughter, Catharina Misch. 

Johannes, d. 14 May bur. 15 May 1783, age 26 yrs., 6 mo. 2 
weeks, 4 days. 

Sarah, formerly Schwedman(nin), d. 29 Oct. bur. 30 Oct., 
1778, age 20 yrs., 6 mo. 

Bernhard, citizen here, residing in Hampstead, tailor, md. 
Maria Goetzinger(in), spinster, 16 March 1783, after having been 
proclaimed. 

l Maria Margaretha, b. 16 Sept. chr. 10 Oct. 1784, 
sponsors:widow Ulrich Christian Beltzer & wife. Child of Bernhard 
& Maria Leutz." 

The South Carolina Council Journal notes for 5 November 1754 
(Reel SCE.1 p7, Dallas Public Library, Dallas, Texas) gives the 
petition of Bernard Litz: "He came into this province on the 
Greenland, Capt. Randolph and was bound out with his wife to 
Benjamin Simons with whom he has served his time, that he has a 
wife and two children born in this Province and never had any 
(illegible word) grant of land either for himself or them." This 
record ‘indicates that Bernard received a warrant for 200 acres 
and bounty for two people. Since the bounty was paid for people 
between the ages of 2 and 50, his children must have been under 
age two as of November 1754. Brent Holcomb's South Carolina 
Marriages 1688-1799, p. 153, shows a marriage between Bernard 
Litz and Mary Edon, 31 March 1754. 

Since the time of apprenticeship was usually four or seven 
years, Barnard had come into the country several years earlier. 
The Council Journals are not indexed and are extremely hard to 
read, so the earlier years were not searched to see if Bernard 
was listed when the Greenland arrived or if he was married at 
that time. If so, the wife serving the apprenticeship with him 
may have died as did two earlier children leaving these two small 
children, one of whom later died, according to the church 
records cited. Mary Edon, as Bernard's second wife, would be the 
only mother the surviving child would remember. 

A problem exists in view of Bernard's 1754 Council statement 
that he had not received an earlier land grant. "A Map of Amelia 
Township Calhoun county, South Carolina, An Approximate Register 
of Original Grants 1704-1785, as located by plats filed with land 
warrants in the office of the Secretary of State, Columbia South 
Carolina," compiled by Susan Smythe Bennett, Charleston, SC with 
assistance of invaluable data contributed by W.T. Dantzler, Esq. 
of Woodford, South Carolina (Map available through South Carolina 
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Archives) shows Bernard Litz owning land as of 1739. The dating 
on the map seems to be in error as this appears to be the land 
granted in 1754. 

Later land records show that on 4 April 1770 Henry Laurens, 
Esq. sold to Bernard Leitz the land numbered 137 in the General 
plan, the land being on Charles Town Neck...now called 
HAMPSTEAD..containing 68 feet more or less front on -the Broad 


Road ...depth 200 feet more or less on Columbus Street to lot 
and Edm'd Egan. South Carolina Deeds S-4:140-144. This would De 
the property for which Mary, Bernard's widow, later received 


compensation from the new government according to Accounts Audited 


of Claims Growing out of the Revolution in South Carolina, Roll 
88, AD420, 44499-45558, South Carolina M/C 8, Roll 88, AA 4509-A 


Mary Leitz. l 

The first Bernard Leitze's will in Charleston Will Book 
18:134, dated 7 Oct..1774, no date of proof or recording (part of 
the will in the original book destroyed), names his wife Mary 
Magdlen, who received the "use of the house and lot during her 
natural life then to be equally divided betwixt my two sons 
Bernard and John". John Leitze was under 21 years. His wife and 
his són Barnard were executors. Witnesses were John Watson and 
David Maull. | 

The first Bernard's widow, Mary Magdlen Leitze, was paid for 
the destruction of the house in Hampstead after the Revolutionary 
War for "Sundry buildings destroyed by order of the Governor at 
the. approach of Provost's army in 1779 ...The above house was 
situated in Hamsted..." (See Audited Account 4509 A reference 
above.) Mary signed this in German script 17 Nov. 1785. She was 
not living in the house at the time it was destroyed. 

Barnard's son Barnard's will, ^ dated 17 October 1793, 
leaves "all the house and lot up the bath where my mother resided 
in her life." From this Mary, his step-mother, was dead by 1793. 


identi 


From the elder Barnard's will and the church records, it is " 
clear that he left one son by his first wife. This would be the Charle 
elder son Barnard as the will stated that son John was under 21 at Light 
the time (1774). John's gravestone gave his death date as 14 May 26. N 
1783, age 26 yrs, 6 mo, 2 weeks.4 days which places his birthdate connec 
in 1756. Bernard, as son of the first wife, would have been born South 
prior to his father's marriage to Mary Edon in 1754. | F 

Bernard Leitze : ME E 

(b. gelor to 1754,d. prior to 6 Feb. 1795) Cannon 
s/o Bernard Leitze was eo 

. R í " : Gettsi 

The first Bernard's son, Bernard Leitze, married Maria (Memor 
Goetzinger on 16 March 1783, according to the St. John Lutheran T 
Church records (See his father Bernard). A will (Abstracts of. Sg -of 

Wills of South Carolina 1670-1740 4:173), dated 1 April 1789, for in th 
Mary Margaret Ulrich “widow woman" names her. daughter Mary H 
Magdlen Litze and sons Adam Fredrich and John George Gitsinger. Lights 


On 6 January 1784, Mary Ulrick of Charles Town deeded to Bernard 
Leitz of the same place for five shillings land on the East of 
King Street in Charles Town, adjoining George Gitsinger, Florian 
May, and Thomas Brink...Signed Mary Ulrick (her mark). John Kelly 
and Thomas Cunningham witnessed. (SC Deeds Vol 2-5, page 59-60.) 
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A. lease and release, dated 11 and 12 August 1794, shows 
ernard Leitz of the Parish of St. James Goose Creek signing a 
lease and release to Benjamin Paul Williams for land on the East 
ide of King street in Charleston which bounded George Gitsinger, 
Florian Charles May, and Thomas Bourk. Witnesses were Peter 
Readhimer, John Readhimer and George Keckley. This was recorded 
E August 1794. (South Carolina Deed Book K-6:521-523.) Book K- 
6:530-533 also shows Benjamin Paul Williams to Bernard  Leitz, 
Jease and release, dated 11 August 1794, 380 acres in Goose Creek 
Parish... "one acre excepted on which stands the chapple"..bounds 
on the Broad Road leading to Charleston...Moultries Tract of land 
Loocock's...Aaron Loocock formerly Doct.  Brown...Benjamin Paul 
Williams. The witnesses are the same. 

In his will in Charleston Will Book 25: 260, dated 16 
October 1793, proved 6 Feb. 1795, Barnard names his three 
children: Barnard, Mary and Elizabeth Lights. Mary is the Mary 
Margaretha who was born 16 September 1784 and christened 10 
October 1784. Son Bernard was not yet 21 nor were the daughters 
18. Bernard willed a house and lot in Charleston, King Street 170 
to his son Bernard, and the house and lot "up the path where my 
mother resided in her life to be equally divided between my two 
daughters." | 
The second Barnard's son, Barnard, grandson of the first 
immigrant Barnard, married Mary Ann Russel on 5 December 1805 


Marriage and Death Notices from. the (Charleston 
Times, 1800-1821, Brent Holcomb, 1979, page 127. 

This third Barnard left a will, Charleston Will Book 34:198, 
‘dated 5 March 1817, proved 25 October 1819, naming his wife and a 
son James Leitze. E 
This family of Leitzes seems to have come into the 
"Charleston area and stayed there in the St. James Goose Creek 
Parish area leaving wills and church records which clearly 
identify the sons. i 

E However, also buried in the St. John Lutheran graveyard in 
Charleston with Bernard's John is another unidentified Johannes 
Light who died 6 November 1784 and was buried 7 Nov. 1784, age 
26. Nothing is known of him. And there are families which 
connect to Bernard which also connect to the Dutch Fork area of 
South Carolina, among them the Gitsingers and Readhimers. 

From Carl Nichol's plat reconstruction in.the LGE, Volume 
VII, Book II, Winter 1988, pages 113 -124. 

"Margaret -Smitten had owned a plat of land in the 
Cannon/Crim's Creek area of the Dutch Fork as early as 1753. This 
was sold to Daniel Gartman 17 & 18 January 1775 by her son George 
Gettsinger  (Leitsinger?) At that time she was Margaret  Ulrick. 
(Memorials 13:page 265)." 

There are also families connecting to the second Bernard, 
son of the immigrant, whose names (such as May and Platt) appear 
in the Colleton/Barnwell area near the Lightsey families there. 

However, no connection can yet be proven between the 
Lightsey and the Bernard Leitz families. 
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Johannes George Likes (John 
(1731-1773) 


George Liks? 


Johannes George Likes Married: Anna Maria Crofts 
b. 1731 b. 
d. 1775 d. ca 1750 
Dutch Fark, SC d/o George Crafts 
2, Susannah 
poss. Kaigler 
Childrens 
1. George Lykes 
b. pre 1747 or past 1750* 
E l "a 
XAccording to South Carolina Council Journal records, JL had a. 
wife and child upon arrival in 1747. According ta the Andreas 
file, Craft family tradition has it that the first wife and 
children all died and all children were from Susannah. 
d. unk 
2. Frederick Lykes m. Elizabeth Evans 
b.1760/70 | pre 17394 
d. pre 15 Feb. 1848 > 
3. Barbary Lykes m. William Baker 
b. 1767 i Jan. 1730 b. 1743- 
d. 1816 d. 1839 3 


4.Catherine Lykes 


John George Likes 
(ca 1731-1775) 


(Much of the material presented here is based on the Lykes 
research done by the early South Carolina genealogist, Leonardo 
Andreas, and found in File S33 of the Andreas papers filmed by 
the Genealogical Department of the Church af Jesus Christ af the 
Latter Day Saints in Salt Lake City, Utah. às with all other non 
primary sources, his material is useful if used with care. 
Anything attributed only ta this source without backup material 
should be verified by the researcher from additional sources.) 


Johannes George Likes came into ddedbhiedbins in 1747. In 
the papers which he compiled on this family, Leonardo Andreas 
guessed that the family of Lykes was probably Swiss. in origin 
coming from the German speaking cantons af Switerzland. He based 
this on other research he had done on the German-Swiss of the 
Saxaá-Gotha and Congarees township stating that. the Lykes. family 
had a close association with these German-Swiss. | 

He further stated that the Congaree Fiver (also called the 
Santee in ald records) separated old Saxe-Gotha Township which is 
now Lexington County, SC from the adjoining township cf Congarees 
in what is now Richland County, SC (Lykes file 533:1) 

Mr. Andreas stated that he had not checked the South 
Carolina Council Journal records. A check of these records an 
microfilm at the Dallas Fublic Library, (checking only for the 
month af January, 1747 based on the dates of George's land 
records) showed that George Lykes, on 13 January 1747, presented 
his petition for. Land to his Majesty's Council “setting forth 
that he hath in Family three whites that is to say . himself, a 
wife and child ..." He received 150 acres of land for himself and 
his wife only. This would indicate the child was under age 2. Not 
having read the record, Andreas stated that John George Likes was 
a man with a wife and no children because he received only 150 
acres of land. -(Lykes file S33: 7) 

The South Carolina Flat Bock 5:68, aho that on 20 January 
1747, 100 acres of land was laid cut for John George Liks, lying 
on the "nárth side of the Santee otherwise Congaree river, 
bounding ta S. by sd. river, W. George Crafts, N. Anthony 
Cuttetter & E. vacant. 17 Jan. 1748." | l . 

Book 4:462, ZO Jan. 1747, John George Likes, received 50 ac. 
"in the bounds of Saxe Gotha Township, bounded to the N. Conrad 
Shneiss, NE, William Baker and d on vacant and ta the SE & SH 
on vacant. 16 Jan. 1748." 

Conrad  Shneiss had filed a petition for land for his wife 
“which he lately married" for 50 acres in Saxa Gotha on the same 
date that Johannes George Likes appeared before the Council, 13 
January 1747.¢Ceuncil Journal) George Crafts had 50 acres of 
land surveyed Z5 January 1748, "at a place called the Congarees 
on the Santee River otherwise called Congaree bounded by lands 
not laid cut...sd. river...land of Conrad Schies" 

In his will dated 17 July 1775, George Lykes willed to his 
"beloved wife Susannah Lykes...the plantation whereon I now live 
or Tract of Land Containing fifty Acres Originally Granted to 


George Crafts..." 


Mr. Andreas mentions, on page 3 of the Lyks file, that the 
Craft family tradition said that George's first wife was Anna 
Maria Crofts, d/o George Crofts, and that she inherited this 50 
acres of land from him. This tradition claimed that Anna Maria 
Crafts Lykes and her two small children died, and that all of 
George Lykes children were by his second wife,  Susannah, whom he 
married after 1750. Andreas states that none of this was 
proven. 

On 29 September 1760, a bill of sale was signed in the 
Colonial records Book 1748-62:371, from Jesse Goodwyn to George 

Likes for a negro slave boy. Witneses were Samuel  Sygner 

(Spangler,  Spingler) and Jacob Saylor in German script. Mr. 

Andreas states that this was in Craven County, part af which 

became Richland County. 

South Carolina Deed Abstracts 1713-1772 by Clara A. Langley, 
v. iii: 342, refers to Deed Book G-3:202, and notes that David 
Webb Chis mark) and Elizabeth, his wife, uf Saxagotha Township, SC 
lease and release on 6 &7 November 1766 to Howell Edmunds of 
Southampton Co., VA in 400 acres Craven Co., land granted 13 Oct. 
1753 by Gov. William Henry Lyttelton to Elizabeth Mercier; 
bounded SW on Santee River; formerly baunding on other sides on 
vacant land; now adjoining plantation of James Jinckings "near 
above George Lite?*s ferry." The witnesses were John Haig, John 
Conrad Geiger, and John Stewert. Recorded 1 May 1767.. 

In 1768, George Likes appeared on the Quit Rent roles on 150 
acres in Berkley County. 

From: the: Langl y deed abstracts also in v. ivi334 there is 
an abstract from Book E-4:438-443, dated 19 and 20 Feb. 1771, LER 
for William Tucker, of Berkley Co., to George Powers, of Craven 
Co.... NE half af 200 a. granted 12 Jan. 1763...o0n Cabin Eranch 
of Congaree Fiver, all sides vacant; other half bounding SW on 
Samuel Spanger;. cther sides vacant. Witnesses: Samuel Spanger, 
George (his mark) Likes, James (his mark) Tucker. Before John 
Hamilton, J.P. Recorded 29 July 1773. The Spangelers had 
connected earlier on the 1760 bill af sale. 

The SCMAR, Summer, 1983,page 144, shows that on 12 July y Ji 
1773, George Likes of Berkley County, SC, planter sold ta William 3 a 
Tucker of same, land granted 21 January 1761 to John Insinger, 3 7 
100 acres on the south side. of the Santee River between Saxegutha  . 3. C 
and Amelia Townships, and by indentures 23 and Z4 Nov. 1772, sd. 8 Š 
John Insinger did sell to George Likes... George Likes made his 35. Si 
mark and the witnesses were Jacob Sayler, Henry Cor TT and Neal EB bi 
McGac hy. " d Sr 

(Note that in the LGE, Vol. 8, Bk 3, p. 142, the statement d 
is made that "there is some circumstantial evidence to make one 3 Le 
believe that George Lightsey and John George Infinger/Bittsinger LE Ce 
was the same. However, absolute proof has yet to be found." The B Gc 
author has found neither proof nor circumstantial evidence to 3 
support the suggestion that any George Lights/Lightsey was same 3 AR 
man as John George Infinger/Gittsinger. Request for copies of a Eis 
documentation to support this claim have failed to produce any 5 Hc 
evidence.) f : LE 5 

On 17 July 1775, George Lykes made his mark on his will. He a Cs 
had written his signature on earlier records, according to Mr. F Or 
Andreas, who thought that he was probably very sick and weak and [E 
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unable to write out his name at the time of making the will. Mr. 
Andreas did not specify which early records were signed by Gecrge 
Likes, and the author has nat found any with his signature. 

In this will, George Lyks named his wife Susannah Lykes, and, 
as mentioned, gave her the use of the plantation where he lived 
ar tract. of land containing fifty acres originally granted tu 
George Crafts. This land was to go to his son Frederick Lykes at 
Susannah's death. His daughters, Barbary and Catherine  Lykes, 
each got one half the tract of land "whereon I formerly lived 
granted an the bounty. joining the lands where I now live". 
"Beloved son George Lykes may have an Equal Fart of my personal 
estate with my other three children after my wife has her third 
part taken cut”. 

His wife, Susanna Lykes and Andrew  Keglers, Senior and 
Junior were the executors. Witnesses were Bat Loar Nies, Jahn 
Cosporger, and Wm. Myer. Dated 17 July 1775. Dates of proof and 


recording are not given as recorded in Charleston Will Book 1776- 
1784:164. n 
George Lykes probably died soon after writing his will 
leaving four children: l 
].George Lykes, whom Mr. Andreas identifies as the eldest 
Sn . 
2.Frederick Lykes 1760/70-1848 | 
3.Barbary Lykes 1767-1816. Married William Baker 1 January 
1790, according ta penned note in Andreas file. See also 
the Lexingten Count South Carolina 1850 Census with 


Genealogical Data on Many Families.. 


4.Catherine Lykes, who was underage in 1775 


1.George Lykes 
(prel747 or post 1750/d. unk j | 
s/o immigrant Johannes Georgius Lykes 


According to the éndreas file, George Lykes was the eldest 
son of the immigrant Johannes Georgius Lykes. In the Council 
Journal of 13 January 1747, his father had petitioned for 150 
acres of land on behalf of himself, wife and child. .However, 
later Croft family tradition held that the first wife, ánna Marie 
Crafts Lykes and her two children died about 1750 and that all 
subsequent children of George Lykes were by his second wife 
Susannah. If so, then George, s/a John George and Susannah, would 
have been burn after 1750. .He deeded property 7 January 1785, 
South Carolina Deed Book 25: 362-363, so was born prior to 1764. 

The Jury Lists of South Carolina 1778-1772 compiled by Ge 
Lee Corley Henrix and Morn Mckoy Lindsay, Genealogical Fublishing 
Co., Inc., 1380, page 71, lists George Likes as a petit Juror for 
Saza Gotha. Jurors were chosen from land owners and tax payers. 

Also on this jury list af petit jurors fur Baxa Gotha were 
Andrew Keigler, Junr. The Andrew FKeiglers, Jr. & Sr. were 
excutors for the immigrant George Lykes' will in 1775. John 
Howert,  -—bd Kirsh, John Jacob Geiger and the Slappys also were 
on this list. According to Early American Series, Early South 
Carolina, v. Ze Ronald Verne Jackson, AIS, 1982, George Likes of 
Orangeburg was on the jury list in 1778. 


Mr. Andreas states that no record of Revolutionary War 
service was found for the Lykes family. In Loyalists in the 
Southern Campaign of the Revolutionary War, Murtie June Clark, 
Genealogical Publishing Eme,  Inc., 1981, v.l, p.xii there are 
two Georges: George Lightsee, Lightsy and George Likes, Liahs. On 
page 1979, George Likes is listed as a private on pay abstract NE 
z4, Col. John Fisher's Regiment,  Ürangeburgh Militia, Capt. 
Christian House’s Čo., Soldiers" Certification, 183 days pay, 14 
Jun-14 Dec. 1780, paid in Nov. 1781. Godfrey  Heirshman, 
Lieutenant witnesses this. 

In this same company were John Jacob GEIGER, ANDREA KEGLER, 
CONRAD  KEISH ¢Snish7) and JACOB SAYLOF, all names which connect 
to the George Likes family. . 

‘Ensign George Lightsey is listed on page 230, pay abstract 
Nr. 20 Col. Daniel Clary's Reg. Dutch Fork Militia, Ninety Six 
Brigade, Capt. Humphrey Williamson's Co., 183 days pay, 14 June - 
13 Dec. 1780 as drawing 66 days pay, sca these were two different 


men probably George Lykes s/o Johannes Georgius Lykes and 
George Lightsey s/o Johannes Jacob Leitseit during this time 
period. ; 

on page 126, Fay Abstract Nr. 8, 


In this same Loyalists book 
Col. William Bannatine's (sic) Regiment, Second Regiment af 
Camden Militia, 3 months pay period, 61 days, Charlestown, SC, 12 
Sept-12 Nov. 1781, 19 Nov. 1781, Frivate George Lighs is $37. 
Note also that William Baker is #54 and see Andreas file for the 
Baker (Becker) name in connection with the Lykes name. William 
Baker married George's sister Barbary. .  . A 

On page ¿14, George Likes is listed on pay abstract Nr. 
143, Col. Jahn Fisher's Fegiment, Qr angebur gh Militia, 
Charlestown, SC 18 Sept. 1782 as a Lieutenant, 92 days € May 3 
Aud. z : l l 

Fage 211, Lieutenant Gecrge Likes, pay abstract Nr. 129, 
Col. John Fisher's Regiment, Orangeburg Militia, Doing duty on 
James Island, SC 6 Aug.- 9 Oct. 1782. 

Fage 216, Fay Abstract Nr. 166, Col. John Fisher's Regiment, 
Orangeburgh Militia, Charlestown, SC, Zä Oct. 1782-25 Dec. 1782. 
$2 Lieutenant George Likes. In the same company, p. 
the name William Backer is listed. Also listed is Andrew Fomeny 
whe is listed with George Likes in the Jury List, page 71. 


Although, he received. an equal part of the personal 
estate, George Lykes did nat receive any land in his father's 
will of 1775. Ncr has a land grant been found for him to date. 


But on 7 January 1785, George Lites of Saluda, planter, deeded tu 
land con the Santee 


Andrew Kaigler,  Saxagotha, 207 1/2 acres af 
River, Saxagotha Township for which a there is a chain of title 
back to the original owner in 17232. íSouth Carolina Deed: Z- 
5:362-363. The witnesses were William Eaker and George Jacob Son, 
Senor. George Likes made his mark (X) on this deed. 

The George Lights who appears on the 1730 Orangeburg South 
census, 
Jacob. Leitzeit, although Mr. Andreas mentions him as possibly 
being the son af Johannes Georgeus Lykes. The name cn the census 
is a version of Lykes. However, the land records are in the name 
of George Lightsey and connect him to neighbors on the census. 
The name in the Barnwell/Colleton area continues to be LIGHTSEY. 


217,98 d again 


page 39, seems tu be George, s/o the immigrant Johannes 
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No census record has been found which can be positively 
identified as this George Lyks son of Johannes George Lyks. The 
George Likes which appeared on pages 639 and 576 of the 
Lexington, South Carolina 1800 census had a completely varied 
family pattern yet in both cases was by neighbors which connected 
to Leonard Lights in the Bear Creek-Saluda River area more than 
to Johannes George Lyks in the Saxagotha -Congaree area. The 
1820, page 49; 1830, page 344, and 1840 page 33 Lexington County, 
South Carolina census records for George Lykes seem by connecting 
neighbors to belong to another younger George (See George Lykes 
s/o- Leonard Lites) as da the land records found in the Rocky 
Creek, Saluda Fiver area. 

However, a Samuel Lykes was a witness to the deed for George 
Lykes to Thomas Shuler (Lexingtan County Deed Book N: 148-147). 
He was old enough to sell land to George Monts on the waters of 
the Saluda on Z9 December 1823 Memorialized Fecords, page 1:40. 
On the 1840 Lexington census, page lOO, a Samuel Lykes was a 
single male of 30-40 years uf age and was a neighbor tu Michael 
Bouknight and Henry Coon who had been neighbors to George Lyks in 
1800 and in 1820. Yet, on the 1850 annotated Lexington census 
Samuel Likes, a 52 year old single male, was next door to William 
Baker, Jr. the son af Barbara Lyks and William Baker, Sr. in the 
Sandy Creek area af Saxagotha-Congaree, sa he may possibly 
connect in some way to this George Lyks. 

George Lyks, the son of Johannes Georgius Lyks, may possibly 
be the George Lutesey found on page 171 of the Richland County 
census as his brother Frederick lived in Richland County until 
his death in 1848. No names connect there either, however. To the 
auther, this George simply cannot be identified on records after 
the 1785 land sale ta Andrew Kaigler. i l 

In 1821, according ta the LGE, Volume 4, Book 3:117, 
Lexington County Deed Book D:83 shows "Recorded 14 March 1821, 
Harmon H. Geiger granted ta Henry Muller, 83 1/2 acres, part ef a 
400 acres tract originally granted to Andrew Kaigler on 4 June 
1787 in Lexington District near Sandy Fun, waters of Congaree 
Fiver and on the Charleston Road near the forks af the road 
leading to Orangeburgh. Bounded on the east by William Taylor, 
north west and south west by heirs of Jacob Saylor and part south 
east by George Kaigler...excepting that part where the church and 
burying around lie which said Harmon H. Geiger had previously 
given...signed by Harmon H. Geiger. Dated 9 February 1821. 
Witnessed by JACOB LYKES (his mark) and Daniel Senn. Sworn te 
befare Martin Hook, J.P. on 1 March 1821. Dower renounced by 
Lavinia Geiger, wife of Harmon H. Geiger, on 15 February 1821 
before John H. Baughman, J.F." l TEE 

This Jacob would seem to connect to George Lyks, the san af 
Johannes George Lyks. Further research will have to identify this 
Jacob LYKES, and Daniel and John Lutzy, whe appear on Lexington 
census records in the Beaver Creek area by neighbors which seem 
ta connect to this LYKES family. The Lutseys do appear later in 
Kershaw County, South Carolina which has not been researched. 
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z. Frederick Lyks 
(1760/70-1848) 
s/a Johannes Georgius Lykes 


After the death of his mother, Susannah Lykes, Frederick was 
ta receive the 50 acres of land in what had became Richland 
Co, SC. The 1810 census of Fichland shows a Fedk Liks, p. 177, 
age Z6-45. The 1820 Richland shows him as 45+. The.1830 shows 
him as 60-70, and the 1840 as 60-70. He was probably born around 
1760-70. 

According ta Mr. Andreas, page =, Frederick Lykes married 
circa 1733 to Elizabeth Evans (1777-1832). She was the d/a 
Richard Evans (1743-1815, Fichland Estate + 9-206). The children 
ef Frederick and Elizabeth Evans Lykes were: 


William Henry Lykes, born & died 1754. 
Mary Ann Lykes , net named in 1847 will mf father 
Sylvia " m. Spigner, named " 
Eliza Hart  Lykes, not named P ; 
Maria Anna Lykes, m. Howell, named in will 
James Lykes, named James D. Lykes in will 
7. Margaret Susan Lykes, Margaret S." l 
8. John Evans Lykes, John E. in will (see 18 
census, p. 43.He is 20-30 b. 1800-1810. 
a, Richard Lykes, not named ` 
10. Frederick Lykes * named as executor 
11. George Lykes, not named in will 
iz. Jesse Lykes P 
13. William Baker Lykes 


DU he 


20 Richland 


According to Andreas, page B, Frederick Lykes was a major in. 


the Richland Co. Militia, and may have had service in the War oi 
1812. This has not been checked. © d 

The Richland Estate file 49-1219, Frederick Lykes, Sr., will 
signed 3 Dec. 1847, pr. 8 Jan 1848 dues not list a wife, 
but does name the following children: 


l. Frederick Lykes Jr, who is executor. b. 30 Mar. 1806 d. 


30 Mar. 1876 t111) 
(Frederick m. Margaret Howell Tyson 16 Feb. 1840. She was b. 


14 Aug. 1814, d. 16 June 1884 in Florida, p.6 Andreas.) 

2. Sylvia E. Spinger 

3. Jesse G. Lykes, EX. Jesse Goodwyn Lykes d. 26 Sept. 1885 
and is buried at the Mill Creek Methodist Church in Richland 
County, SC. By his first wife, name unknown, he is supposed ta 
have had one daughter, Margaret G. Lykes b. 1846. He married a 
second time ta Caroline, last name unknown and by her had seven 
children: Jesse G. Lykes, Sr. 1852-1313; 2. Zachariah T. Lykes; 
William Lykes 1864-1330; Eliza C. Lykes; Elizabeth Lykes; Mary F. 
Lykes;and  Maude Lykes. Several of these children are buried at 
the Mill Creek Methodist Church with him. ` » T 

4. John E. Lykes. John Evans Lykes was b. 1800/1810. 
According te Richland Estate 449-1212, he had one son: William H. 
Lykes. The 1830 Richland census, p. 43, shows John Evans Lykes 


with 1 m. b. 1825-30. 
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5. Margaret S. (Susan) Lykes 
6. James D. Lykes 
7. Maria A. Lykes (Howell) 


A grandson, s/o John E. Lykes, William H. Lykes is listed. 
The witnesses were Charles H. Miot,  Jr., Samuel G. Henry & W.T. 
Mayo. 

The final division of the estate was made 13 Feb. 1848 as it 
is divided into seven equal shares among the seven living 
children. The other children named in the earlier lists seem to 
have died without heirs. 

Frederick Lites appears on the 181% Richland census, in the 
26-45 age group with two sans and three daughters. He is alsa on 
the alphabetized 1520 census in the 45 plus age group with six 
sons and five daughters. The 1830 Richland census shows him in 
the 60 to 70 age group.John Lykes , his son, is next Goor, In the 
1840 census, he is still in the 60-70 age group. Since Frederick 
Lites was named in his father's 1773 will, he was born prior to 
17795. i 


3. Barbary Lykes 
(1767-1816?) 
d/o Johannes Georgius Lykes 


Barbary Lykes was not married in 1775 and was not of age, 
according to her father's will. She married William Baker 1 
January 1730. A William. Baker bounded her father Johannes 
Georgius Likes property in 1747. Her brother Frederick named a 
child William Baker Lykes, and her brother George served in the 
Loyalist militia with William Baker (Beker). These men were 
probably about the same age. According to information in the 
Lexington Count South Carolina 1850 Census with Genealogical 
Data aon Many Families, page 275, William Baker, Sr., the husband 
of Barbara Lykes, was born 1759 and died 1839.. o 


4. Catherine Lykes 
d/o Johannes Georgius Lykes 


Nothing is known af Catherine Lykes except that she was 
named in her father's will. 


Abraham Lites 
R - (1786-18993) - 2 


Abraham Lites m. Jane Adkins 

b. 4 Dec. 1786 1816 b. 23 Feb. 1801 
Holland | 
d. 17 Jun 18592 d. Sep. 1855 
Abbeville, SC Abbeville, SC 


Children: 


Robert Warren Lites Mary Isabella Childs 
b. 1813 b.1826 
p John Lites Martha Frazier 
b. 1621 
Joel W. Lites Kate McKellar 
b. 1828 2 
d.1305 
James C. Lites Mary Jordan 
b. 1833 
Eliza Jane Lites - Dr. A.F. Boozer 
b. 1838 
Frances Malaly "Fannie" Lites m. first, Dr.James Larkin Reynolds 
b. 1841 
d. 1323 d. CESA 
m. second, Jahn Wesley Jenninas 
b.1831 


d.1898 


Abraham Lites : à. 
(1786-1852) Se 


Unless otherwise noted, the material in this section is fram 
Families, Margaret 


Greenwood County Sketches: Old Roads and Earl 
Watson, The Attic Fress, Inc., Greenwood, SC. More camplete 
information on the family of Frances Mahaly Lites is given in 
that book. 

Abraham Lites was born in Holland, according ta family 


records. His gravestone, Cemetery Fecords af Abbeville Count 
Sc, v. II, F. Wayne Bratcher, 1383, gives his birth date as 4 
December 1786 with his death date as 17 July 18555. 

In 1816, he married Jane Atkins (b.1801,d.1855). She was 
the daughter of Robert ib. 2 June 1772, d. 8 May -3and Jane 
Barnett Atkins. 

The 1820 census of Abbeville District, SC, p.28, shows 
Abraham Lites with 1 male 16-25, b. 1735-1804, l m. -5; 1f. 16- 
25. Note that Abraham's age is incorrect according to gravestone ` i 
information. No other census records have been found for this 
Abraham. Note that there was also an Abraham Lightsey in beth 
Beaufort and Colleton counties during this time pericd. 

This Abraham Lites family lived in the Vedery community Tor 
a period of time. Then in 1848, Abraham bought 373 acres in what 
is now the town of Troy. | j ij 

Abraham and Jane Atkins Lites had six children: i 


1. Robert Warren Lites, b. 1813 ME 

m. Mary Isabella Chiles tb. 1826, d. 1886), daughter of 
Thomas W. Chiles. They lived on a plantation "Peach Lawn" 
which Thomas Chiles had given to his daughter. Later, Robert 
Warren Lites bought his father’s land in Tray from his 
brothers and moved there. He was interested in horses and 
was an active promoter of the railroad to link Greenwodd and 
Augusta, giving land for the station which became Troy. 


Eabert W. and Mary Chiles Lites had five children. Four 
survived to adulthood. 

l. Thomas Chiles Lites did not marry. 

2. Mary.Lites married John H. Latimer.' They had two children. 
3. Frances Knox Lites married James Nevin Dendy uf Tray, SC 


They had five children: 
1. Thomas E. Dendy did not marry. 
2. Allyce Dendy did not marry. 
3. Mary Isabella Dendy married William W. Hackett af 
Augusta and had four children. 
4. Ellen Dendy married  Erskine M. Eetts and had four 


children 
e Robert Lites Dendy married Zelene Sullivan and had two 


children. 


2. Alice Lites married George C. Bradley. They had no children. 


Zs 


3. John Lites,a son of Abraham and Jane Atkins Lites, was born 
about 1821. He married Martha Frazier, and they moved to Florida. 


4. Joel W. Lites, b. 1828, d. 1903 He married: Kate McKellar. 
They had na Children. Lites Street in Greenwood, SC is named 


fur him. 


P AA - ea 


5. Eliza Jane Lites, b. 1838, d. .1916. She married Dr. A.F. 


Boozer af Greenwood 
6. Frances Mahaly (Fannie) Lites, b. 1841, d. 1323. She married 
first Dr. James Larkin Reynolds who was killed during the 


E 
Civil War. They had two children. She married a second time E 
to John Wesley Jennings, b. 1831, d. 1898. They had six children, 3 k 
E E 
K ly 
Pendleton District Lights f 
5 
The 1730 census of Greenville County lists a Jacob LIGHT. He 5 
has four males cover 16; 3 males under age 16; and + females. c 
Ey the 1800 Fendleton District census, cone male was 43+, 1 p 
male 16-26; a female 45 plus and a female 10-16 were at home. 1 
Ebben Light also appeared on this same 1800 census, age 26-49 t 
with a 10 year old male; a female 26-45 and one female under 10. L 
Jacob, Ebben and Sanders Light appeared on various land b 
records in the 12 Mile River area of Fendleten District. Nice 
connection is known to exist between this group of Lights and 
ethers in the Dutch Fork area of South Carolina. L 
h: 
K, 
Miscellanecus Liahts/Lightseys C 
The earliest version af the name. found in South Carolina may ; 
appear in 1689/90. Carolyn Moore's Abstracts of Wills in South 
Carolina, Y. d, p. 14 shows Henry Leise making his mark on the : Ac 
will of John Godfrey, SR., dated 12 Mar. 1689/90. Nothing else is Z3 tk 
known of this HENRY LEISE. à : FL 
Mary Lights, page 489, Murtie June Clark's Loyalists E 
"Certification by Parents: 11 Nov 1782". E 
ac 
Mary Lites, 1810 United States Census, Colleton County page 17 
329, Mc252, Roll 60. No. figures are shown sa this was probably an 1 Ed 
estate. Neighbors were: Fhilip Herndon and Richard Herndon, Se 
Estate of J.B. Gartman. The Gartman name connects to Johannes Wi 
Jacob Leitseit and later ta Leonard Lights. The Herndon name was Li 
shawn on an 1815 plat (Barnwell Flat Book 2:357) bordering Jahn 
Lightsey of Colleton. A 
) dr 
Mary Lights appears on p.44 af the 1730 census in the al 
Charleston District, St. Fhillips and St. Michaels Farish with 3 A 
females and 4 slaves in the household. This is probably the same 
cunts 


Mary Lights that appeared in the South Carolina Audited Acc 
for the Revolution #4509, indexed as Mary Magdaline Leitz. That 


Mary was probably the widow af Barnard Leitz. 


243 


Elizabeth Lykes, buried in the Drafts cemetery, Lexington 
Co., SC. Located on Hope Ferry Rd., in field on right ofd road, 2 
mil east of Lexington off Hwy #378. Elizabeth Lykes/Died Aug. 30, 
1856/ Age 75 years. Elizabeth Lykes was on the 1850 census in the 
Daniel Drafts household in Lexington Co., SC. 


Jacob Lykes, Lexington, St Deed Book D, page 83. Recorded 
14 March 1621. Henry Geiger, grantor Co Henry Muller, 
Grantee...both of Lexington District $1200 for 83 1/2 acres, it 
being part of a 4O acres tract originally granted ‘toa Andrew 
Kaigler oan 4 June, 1787 in Lexington District near Sandy Fun, 
waters of Congaree Fiver and on the Charleston Road near the 
forks af the road leading te Orangeburgh. Bounded east by William 
Taylor, northwest and southwest by heirs af Jacob Saylor and part 
south east by George Kaigler...excepting that part where the 
church and burying ground lie which said Harmon H. Geiger had 
previously given...signed by Harmon H. Geiger. Dated 9 February 
18z1...Witnessed by Jacob LYKES (his mark) and Daniel Senn. Sworn 
to before Martin Hack, J.F. en March 1, 1821. Dower renounced by 
Lavinia Geiger, wife af Harmon H. Geiger, cn 15 February, 1821 
before John H. Baughman, J.F. 


Andrew Kai gler and Jacob Saylor connect to Johannes George 
Lyks of the Congaree, Saxagotha Township area. What happened ta 
his son George Lyks after Fe deeded property in 1785 to Andrew 
Kaigler? SC Deed Z:36Z-3637 Did George Lykes have a son Jacob? 
or is this Jacob, possible son of Leonard who connects to the 
area? Did George Lykes have a son Samuel Lyks? 


John Lutzy, 1810 census, Beaver Creek area , Lexington, SC 
Age 26-45, b. 1765 -74. Single. Many neighbors near him were in 
the Beaver reek area of the 1800 Lexington census. Jumpers and 
Fuckers connect. ta the George Likes af the Loyalist List in 


“Martie June Clark's Loyalists. 


Daniel Lutesey, 1800 GR Dist., SC census., page 360, 
age 26-45, b. 1755-1774, married with two males under age 10 b. 
1790-1800, 1 daughter b. 1790-1800. Wife 26-45. On same page as 
Edward Evans. (see JGL, George Slappey, John Wolfe, . Junior and 
Senicr, John Slappey, Samuel cocker, Jacob Slappy, George Snider, 
William Taylor.  Saxagotha TS near Sandy Run. Frederick and Jacob 
Lites are near here in 1820. The early names connect to JEL. 


& Daniel Lutzee was a buyer at an d nsi sale af John Bigbee, Bax 
d:Fkg. 73, Abbeville Dist., SC 1 Na 1832. An Abraham Litsey 


also lived in Abbeville. | 
A Daniel and Abraham Lightsey also appear in Colleton Co., SC 


. 
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Limestone County, Alabama Litzys 


Much of the following information was contributed by Linda Smith, 
724 Smith-Vasser Ed., Harvest, AL 35749. . 


John Adam Litzy was b. 16 June 176%, place | unknown, d. 7 
Sept. 1836, Limestone County, Alabama. A es 
His only known child was Jacob Litzy, b. 7 Dec. 1800 in 


Virginia, d. il Jan. 1838 Limestone County, AL. He married 
27 Jul. 1837/8, 


Margaret Malone, b. 22 Mar. 1805, Alabama, d. 
Limestone Co., AL. Their children were: 
l. John Adam Litzy, b. 22 Apr. 1624, died young 
2. Mary Ann Litzy, b. 3 Dec. 1825, Limestone Co., AL, d. 
abt. 1908. 
3.Martha Litzy, b. 13 Dec. 1825, Limestone Co., AL, married 
Marcus S. Moore. geg 
4.Catharine Elizabeth Litzy, b. 
Co., AL, married D Sept. 1850 
Wesley Dublin l 
5. Sarah Elis Litzy, b. 10 Oct. 1830, Limestone Co., AL, 
m. z May 1844, Thomas Stewart. 
6. Susan Caroline Litzy, b. 3 Jun. 1833, Limestone Co., AL. 
7. Rebecca Maclin, b. 6 Dec. 1835, Limestone Ca., AL 


15 Jan. 1828, Limestone 


According to Doris French, Rt. =, Box 23, Faribault, Mn. 55021 
early Virginia | records show an Anthony LITSEY, CLITCHING) in 
Augusta County, Virginia. He was born circa 1750. . 


Missing Lightseys 


These Lightseys appeared on records in the South Carolina area. 


What happened to them later” 

John Lightsey, b. pre 1774, poss. d. 1816/20. If he did not die, 
information is needed on this s/c Jacob Lightsey, 5/5 Johannes 
Jacob Leitzeit. . DS 

Jacob Leitze, b. 1810/15 and John Leitze 1814/16. 


What became af Jacob and John Leitze after. 1834/35? These are 


sons of George, s/o Jacob, s/a Johannes Jacob Leitzeit. 


Jacob Litzey, b. 1810/17 Dutch Fork. This Jacob is the son af 
Adam, s/o Jacob, s/c Johannes Jacob. What happened to him? 


Daniel Lightsey, s/o Abraham ef Colleton. If he is not the 
Daniel of Alabama, which the author thinks he is, where did this 
Daniel, s/a Abraham, s/o George, s/o Johannes Jacob go? 


William Lightsey, s/a Abraham Lightsey of Colleton. What 
happened to him”? 


Abraham Lightsey «af Beaufort, South Carolina had unidentified 
males in his household. Were these sons? If so, who were they? 
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Ms Ve Newberry EFEN South Carolina Land Deeds, Book BB, page 
159, John Bundrick to William Rutherford, both Newberry Dist., — 
100 acres on Cannon's Creek, being. part of the tract of land of 
300 acres originally granted to Johannes Jacob Litzey and known 
by a plat made at the request of George Litsey and Nicholas 
Bundrick, 20 November 1770. Deed dated 11 January 1826. 

Compare this also to the following citation which was 
photocopied too dimly to reproduce: 

Lexington District, South Carolina Land Deeds, Book R, page 
116, 117. David Litzey, Lexington District to John Rutherford, 
Newberry District, 149 acres part of. two tracts of E one 


granted to Jacob Litzey for 300 acres on ERE - of - 1759 (sic), 
situate in Newberry and Lexington District... Dated 22 Nov. 1832. 
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Book A, page 
1044, George Litzey to James Beard. 46 acres on Cannon Creeké 
Signed by Geo. Litsey. No wife signed deed or dower release. 
Witnessed by.Jacob Litsey's mark. Dated 1 Dec. 1788. 
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15. Land plats of George Lightsey in Colleton District, South 
Carolina, plats are dated from 1786- -1790. See chapter on 
Johannes aai Lightsey for more information. 
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16. Will of Jacob Leitzey, 15 May 1816, SCMAR, Volume XI, Winter, 
1983, page 10. 
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E 18. 1800 census record, Barnwell District, South Carolina. Joh 
Lightsy, s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit. 
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19. 1810 census record, Barnwell District, 
Jacob Leitzeit. 
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20. Pictures of Pernesa Adeline Lightsey Guy, d/o Solomon 
Lightsey, s/o John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes 
Jacob Leitzeit and her family; J.G. Guy, her husband. Children 
front: Daniel Gipson Guy, baby; J.G. Guy and Permesa; and Mattie 
- Ophielia Guy. "Back row: Demaris, Joseph Cleburne, and Arminda 


Guy. 


Picture of Ellen D. Lightsey Lackett, d/o Solomon Lightsey, s/o 
John Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit. 
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21.Picture of Dempsey Lightsey, s/o Daniel Lightsey, s/o John 
` Lightsey, s/o George Lightsey, 
ji . " Nancy E. Merchant Lightsey. 


s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit, and 
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Date 1 May 1829. Excerpts from papers. 
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24. Picture of Joel Walker Lightsey s/o Stephen s/o : John s/o 
, - George s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit. 


Joel Walker Lightsey (c) 1900 
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Stephen Monroe Lightsey--Volunteer Fireman 
1896-97---Austin, Travis County, Texas 
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STEP HEN MONROE LIGHTSEY, SR. 
Austin, Travis County, Texas 
about 1920-21 


27. David A. and | RD 
photograph not identified. David A. was the s/o Barbara Linder Ges J 
and John Lightsey, s/o Susannah and John Lightsey, s/o George s/o 
Johannes Jacob Leitzeit. e 
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:28. = Picture of Agnes Susannah Lightsey d/o of Dav A. ang 
Margaret Grayson Lightsey , Maggie Isabella Sheely, Nathaniel 
Joseph Sheely, Annie Sheely, Samuel N. Sheely, Laura Sheely.. 
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29." Family Bible Records, w 

viour J ist New York: American Bible Society, 1879. 
Bible of Francis Jacob Lightsey family in possession of Dorothy 
Lightsey Humphrey. 

Photograph of Francis Jacob Lightsey, s/o David Lightsey, 5/0 
John and Susannah Lightsey,  s/o George Lightsey, s/o Johannes 
Jacob Lightsey, in Civil War Uniform circa 1860's. Photograph in 
possession of Dorothy gian Humphrey | 
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30. Separate photographs of Ransom Jones Lightsey, s/o David 
‘Lightsey, s/o Susannah Lightsey and John Lightsey, s/o George 
Lightsey, s/o Johannes Jacob Lightsey, and Mary Eliza Beard 
- Lightsey, said by tradition to have been made for their wedding, 
7 December 1865. Later photograph made circa 1900's. 
, Copy of marriage record of Ransom Jones and Mary Eliza Beard 
Lightsey, 7 December 1865, Jasper County, MS, Marriage Book 2, 
| page 132, on file with Mississippi State Department of Archives 
and History, P.O. Box 571, Jackson, MS 39205. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Lightsey 


31. Pictures of Ada Christine Lightsey and Sue Lightsey d/o of 
Ransom Jones Lightsey, s/o David Lightsey s/o Susannah and John 
Lightsey. s/o George s/o Johannes Jacob Leitzeit. Susan Lightsey 
is pictured with Miss Betty Hughes, a missionary to China from 
Daleville, Mississippi displaying some of the things she brought 


back from China. . 


. 32. Picture 


Lightsey (see 23). 
Williams. 


Lightsey d/o Ransom Jones 
Oswald, The - 


of Minerva Isabelle 
Malcolm, Lois 


Front row L-R Minerva Isabelle, 
, Reverend J.L. Back row Hilda, Flora, 
Williams. 
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23. Herman Heber L 
wife Florence Roberts Oden L 
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34. Picture of Errol Roberts Lightsey and his grandmother, Mary 
Beard Lightsey circa 1910. Picture of Errol Roberts  Lightsey 


circa 1906. 1 ` 
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- 35. Wedding picture of Patricia Lightsey Davis. and Lewis Frank 
Davis, Jr. with parents. Left: Errol Roberts and Vivian Hutton 


Lightsey. Right. Ruth Clark and Lewis Frank Davis, Sr. 
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